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 Chair Person’s Report Whiteinch Community Council 2016/17

 Opening Remarks Thanks 

 Once again we have had a very busy year, we have continued to work on a wide 
range of local issues with the help of our Ex Officio Members, Police Scotland, 
Officers of Glasgow city Council and DRCET the staff of the Whiteinch Centre and 
WSHA. 

 It has been a year of changes, in May we said “Goodbye” to Patrick West Ward and
3 of its 4 Councillors, Baillie Aileen Cameron who stood down after many years of 
service, Cllr Dr Martin Bartos and Cllr Kenny Mc Lean who both now represent the 
new Partick East Ward, Cllr Feargal Dalton chose to continue to represent the local 
area as a councillor in the new Victoria Park Ward 12 where he has been joined by 
Baillie Ade Aibinu and Councillor Maggie McTernan. The boundary of ward 12 is 
similar to the old Whiteinch Burgh boundary and includes the Victoria Park 
Conservation zone, the area to the west of Primrose St is now part of the 
Scotstounhill and Garscaden Ward 13 which has 4 local councillors, Cllr Bill Butler 
and Cllr Michael Cullen are acting on issues in our section of the ward.

We thank all our local councillors past and present for all their work on behalf of the
community of Whiteinch We are grateful that we can continue to hire the 
Conference Room from the Whiteinch Centre as its use gives shape to our 
meetings.

Sadly both Maisie McCrae and Stephen Biagi who have been outstanding office 
bearers over the last year 10 years, Maisie as Secretary, Chair and Vice Chair, 
Stephen as Treasurer stand down tonight because of changes in their personal 
circumstances we thank them for all that they have done and we are delighted that 
they will continue as ordinary members.

 There have been changes too in the makeup of the Community Council in the 
course of the year. Illinor Douglas resigned due to continuing ill health and Michael 
Harris moved away each made an invaluable contribution. We recently welcomed a 
new community councillor Michael Bent who is especially interested in the concerns 
of young people and hope that it will not be long before we can welcome another. 

Profile Raising 

One of our aims this year has been to raise our profile in the community by taking 
part in community events and by making ourselves known to other organisations 
and to local businesses. Thanks to the efforts of Colin McGeoch and a Discretionary 
Grant from Glasgow City Council we now have display boards and a professionally 
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designed banner and business cards. As part of this strategy of making ourselves 
known we were shown round the Barclay Curle Complex by its new owners and 
were heartened by their plans to build an artistic community and reassured that the
iconic Crane is in no immediate danger. We were also shown round the new flats 
built by Sanctuary Housing beside Ferryden Court and have recently taken up their 
invitation to contribute to their magazine. We are very aware that this complex has 
brought new people into the community, many from other lands and were delighted
when the Whiteinch Centre hosted the Welcome a Refugee Event. 

Michael Harris made an important contribution to increasing public awareness of 
WCC both through his stewardship of our website and social media and his articles 
for the WSHA magazine all illustrated with his photographs. He will be difficult to 
replace. 

 As well as the annual Park Clean Up organised by Friends Of Victoria Park , this 
year we had our first Whiteinch Clean Up and this, like the recent lanes Clean up 
was a great success.

Joint Working 

 We continue to work with the other local Community Councils on issues of common
concern, one of these is the Cala Homes planning application to build homes on  the
site of the former Jordanhill College of Education. We agreed to support Jordanhill 
Community Council in their efforts to have these plans modified in order to prevent 
adverse impact on the existing communities. Our particular concerns are about the 
traffic which the proposed enlarged development would create, therefore Whiteinch 
Community Council agreed to apply for a £400 Discretionary Grant, for the current 
financial year, towards the funding of an independent consultant. We outlined our 
objections in a formal representation to DRS. Planning Department 

 Considerable time and effort has been devoted by Elizabeth Brown and Maisie 
McCrae to the joint consultations of the Victoria Park Placing Making Exercise now 
being facilitated by Neil Lovelock of DRECT, the aim is to find a way to ensure 
viable future management of Victoria Park. The Park falls within our area which 
means that once the final report is delivered Whiteinch CC will need to consider all 
its ramifications and likely implications. We are very grateful to all who have been 
involved in this prolonged and often onerous task.

 Elizabeth Brown and Neil Robertson continue to serve on the Fossil Grove Trust 
and much effort has gone into reaching the point where it can now be said that the 
Fossils are now being better safe guarded. 

 Colin McGeoch continues to represent us on the Discussion Forum and has recently
become a volunteer with the Whiteinch Centre. 
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 We have continued to liaise with both Scotstoun CC and Jordanhill CC on the issues
around the erection of temporary stands at Scotstoun Stadium to accommodate the
increased attendance at Glasgow Warriors home matches and we have taken part 
in a series of consultations with the Warriors, Glasgow Life and Scottish Rugby. 
Again the issues are traffic related. Recent planning consent stipulates 6 monthly 
talks between the team’s representatives and the local community. 

Inter community liaison continues in a less formal way about the still to be 
concluded appeal by WH Malcolm to the Scottish Government against the decision, 
taken in February 2016, by the Planning Committee of Glasgow City Council to 
refuse planning permission for an Energy Recovery Facility on South St. Stephen 
Biagi has been working with Scotstoun Community Council on air pollution in the 
area. 

 Mural 

We ended last year by investigating the possibility of a new mural for Whiteinch 
Cross. We looked at the area around the Cross and saw that it was in a sad state, a
small subgroup met to investigate what might be done including thinking about 
likely costs for a new mural. The first step has to be finding out the views of the 
local community, we have drawn up a questionnaire, but unexpected circumstances
mean that this has yet to be sent out. Karen Venables has expressed an interest in 
the project and her links with LES have meant that even though the mural 
continues to deteriorate, Millennium Square is now a much more inviting public 
space. Perhaps in the year ahead we may find someone to take the project forward.

 Recent Actions and Concerns 

 In recent months we welcomed  attendance by staff members of WSHA at our 
meetings which enabled us to consider the changes in sheltered housing provision 
and to be reassured about the safety of cladding on our local block of high rise flats 
in the light of the both Grenfell Tower and a previous serious fire in the block.

 The Stalled Development at the heart of our community is a continuing problem as
the first block of flats is occupied and its residents are subject to fly tipping and 
small fires. We hope that a way will be found to resolve the immediate problems 
and that funding be found to complete the flats as much needed social housing. 

Much of the work we do continues from one year to the next, there are always 
problems with fly tipping, littering dog fouling, poorly maintained infrastructure for 
all of which we turn to councillors for help. We benefited greatly from the efforts of 
the local management team and the community clean up teams led by Karen 
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Venables of GSF, but that project ended earlier this year to be replaced by the 
current system with its reliance on on-line reporting which has mixed results.

 We have been chosen as a pilot for the “This is Your Street not Your Bin 
Campaign”. I continue to dream of a day when our area will not be disfigured by 
piles of rubbish on corners, on grass verges, beside recycling points and in inshots.

 We hope in future to work more closely with all sections of our community and to 
represent their concerns as best we can. 
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