
POLTONHALL & DISTRICT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on 9 September 2015 

Present:              J French (Chair), F Warner, K Fuller, M Fuller, A Munro,   
A Thomson and S Waterston 

In Attendance: Cllrs I Baxter and D Milligan 

Apologies: J Weir, D West, S Blain, S Mullen, and PC Ian Hutchison  

1.     Chair’s Remarks 

1.1 Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

2.     Minutes of Meeting of 12 August 2015 and Matters Arising 

2.1 Item 6.1.  Developers’ housing advertising sign.  It was noted that a new sign 
was actually being erected.  Planning officials had assured Cllr IB it could be erected 
over 3-4ft from the ground. 

2.2 Item 6.2.   Broadband issues at Hopefield.   Scottish Government announced 
on Digital Scotland that phase 2 would only include Dalkeith, Gorebridge and 
Penicuik.  Once again Bonnyrigg was being ignored.  

2.3 The minutes of the Meeting were approved.  Proposed by KF; seconded by 
SW. 

3. Finance Report 

3.1 Statement of account as at 9 September 2015 

      Bank                                 Cash 

B/F                634.76   16.69 
Income:   Nil 

Expenditure:  

Refreshments                                              4.00 

Account as at 9 September 2015               
           
Total Bank & Cash                                    647.45 

4. Secretary’s Report 

4.1 Lothian Buses had made a number of network changes that would have an 
impact on Midlothian’s bus services.  With effect from Sunday 4 October there would 
be a revised Saturday timetable for service 31 to coordinate with the revised 49 
timetable.  It would provide combined 10 minutes headway from Polton Mill to 
Bonnyrigg Toll during the day.  The Saturday daytime timetable would match the 
times on Mondays to Fridays meaning that the 10 minute 31 service from Bonnyrigg 
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Toll (combining the services from Hopefield and Polton Mill) started slightly earlier in 
the morning and continued slightly later in the evening.  

4.2 The route of service 40 would be curtailed to operate between Penicuik and 
Musselburgh Tesco only and would no longer reach the Brunton Hall or the Ship Inn.  
The daytime frequency would remain every 30 minutes on Mondays to Saturdays 
with the evening service remaining hourly.  On Sundays the service would operate 
from Musselburgh Tesco to Roslin only with buses turning at Gowkley Moss 
Roundabout.  Lothian Buses were trimming expenditure on Sundays by allocating no 
more than two buses to the service.  The time spread of the Sunday operation on 
service 40 would remain similar to the current timetable. 

4.3 A revised timetable was being introduced for service 49.  On Mondays to 
Fridays the 15 minute frequency would be maintained between The Jewell, the City 
Centre and Sheriffhall Park & Ride.  South of Sheriffhall two buses an hour would 
continue to Dalkeith, Bonnyrigg, Poltonhall and Rosewell.  On Saturdays the 
frequency would be curtailed to every 20 minutes but all buses would operate to and 
from Rosewell.  The Saturday timetable would be coordinated with service 33 (also 
running every 20 minutes) to provide a 10 minute headway on the common sections 
of the route.  There would be no change to the Sunday service frequency but there 
would be minor timetable changes. 

5. Police Report   

5.1 No Police attendance at the meeting so no report available for August but the 
following report for June, not previously given, had now been made available. 

Crime Statistics June 2015 - Bonnyrigg and Lasswade   There were 305 calls to the 
Bonnyrigg area for the month of June. 

INCIDENTS OF NOTE IN BONNYRIGG  

At 12pm on Monday 1st June a resident of Laird Terrace discovered that unknown 
persons had entered his rear garden and taken a red petrol lawnmower, 4 x 12v car 
batteries and an air compressor. All items were left insecure and unattended 

Sometime after 1pm on 1st June and before 11am on 3rd June a resident of a house 
in Chesters Grove reported to police that their rear conservatory door was cracked 
by unknown persons throwing a stone at it.     

About 2.30am on 3rd June, Roads Policing officers attempted to stop a Black Seat 
motor car as it was being driven erratically along Wadingburn Road, Lasswade. The 
19 year old male driver initially failed to stop and following a short chase was 
apprehended, his car seized and a report submitted to the Procurator Fiscal.  

After 6pm on 3rd June and before 9.30am on 4th June persons unknown entered the 
rear garden of a house in Chesters Grove, grabbed 2 of the chickens that were kept 
there and decapitated them, leaving their bodies on the roof of the coop.  

A resident in Burnbrae View reported to police that after 10.30pm and before 7am on 
9th June persons unknown entered her garden and stole 2 green spiral artificial 
Conifer planters. Enquiries identified 2 males using a silver Skoda Fabia were acting 
in a suspicious manner at the time of the theft. Unfortunately no further information 
has been forthcoming. The trees are valued at approx. £100 

At 12.40pm on Wednesday 10th June officers stopped a female driver of a maroon 
Corsa in Dalhousie Road East after it was flagged up via Automatic Number Plate 
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Recognition that the car did not have insurance. The car was seized and 
circumstances reported. 

Whilst the occupiers of a house in Sherwood Crescent were away on holiday, 
persons unknown entered their garden, removed the mesh covering the garden pond 
and stole 11 goldfish. The theft was discovered and reported on the 13th June. At the 
same time an occupant of an address in Cockpen Terrace reported to police that 
persons unknown had stolen 13 Koi Carp fish from his garden pond. During the night 
of 25th June a resident in Myredale reported to police that a large yellow Koi Carp fish 
had been stolen from his garden pond.  

The occupant of a house in Moffat Avenue reported to police that a double glazed 
bathroom window was smashed by persons unknown throwing a stone at it. She 
believed this happened over a 24 hour period from the 17th June, 2015. 

At 5am on Thursday 18th June officers attended in Cockpen Road following a report 
of a disturbance. On their arrival officers issued a Fixed Penalty Ticket to a 48 year 
old drunk female after she refused to calm down or stop shouting.  

About 9pm on Saturday 20th June officers were carrying out routine checks in 
Waverley Drive when they carried out a stop and search of a 44 year old male. As a 
result of this search officers found a quantity of controlled substances that were 
seized. The circumstances have been reported for consideration. 

After 7pm and before 9am on Wednesday 24th June it was suspected that youths 
smashed 3 small sky lights on the roof of “Our Lady of Consolation” Church in 
Hawthornden Avenue. 

An orange coloured, metal roof rack and a black tube containing copper piping was 
stolen from a vehicle that was parked and unattended outside the driver’s address in 
Chesters Grove. It was believed the theft happened sometime after 4.30pm and 
before 8am on Friday 25th June. 

A male was detained in connection with a disturbance in the Eskdale Terrace and 
Pryde Avenue area of Bonnyrigg on Saturday 27th June at around 10pm.  The 20 
year-old was held in custody to appear before Edinburgh Sheriff Court on Monday 
29th June, 2015 

6.   Midlothian Councillors’ Report 

6.1 Cllr IB reported that Midlothian Access Forum Meeting was looking into the 
route into Eskbank Station. No one had been available to confirm information on the 
footpath.  Following a report from a horse-riding constituent about the danger of the 
junction at Rosewell by-pass a group from the Access Forum had visited the area 
and would make some recommendations. 

6.2 Efforts were being made to try to get and end to end route for the Esk Valley 
Trail which had been well used for a long period of time.  Trying to get people to go 
along and use it.  There was a right of way and an attempt was being made to get 
more people to use it despite the landowner saying it was private land. 

6.3 Cllr DM reported on the reduction of the Lothian Bus service 49.  He had 
been shocked and been taken unawares by the announcement.   He spoke to interim 
Head of Operations at Lothian Buses and referred to the discussions with Lothian 
Buses last year who at that time had advised they were happy with service 49 and 
subsequently introduced double decker buses to the service. Now Lothian Buses 
were advising that there had been a drop in passenger numbers on the service.   
When he questioned where the numbers had come from he was advised that 
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information was commercially sensitive and Lothian Buses were not prepared to 
discuss it.   Cllr DM had confirmed with Karl Vanters, Midlothian Council Travel Team, 
that Midlothian Council did not intend to oppose the changes to services 31 and 49.   

6.4 Cllr DM had met with planners regarding the change of use for Aldi at the 
former Mayshade Garden Centre.  He was concerned about the local impact on 
Bonnyrigg shops.  He was advised that Aldi has a certificate of lawful use and there 
was no leverage for opposing the siting of Aldi elsewhere in Bonnyrigg.  It could 
result in huge traffic management problems at the roundabout if Aldi goes ahead.  
There was also potential for a further problem if Cala Homes were granted 
permission to build houses on the land next to Aldi. 

6.5 It was noted that a restaurant application has been made for one of the 
remaining units at Staiside Court. 

6.6 A group of volunteers had come forward to run the Bonnyrigg Fun Day which 
had been very well supported.  

6.7   KF advised that last year no funding had been given by PDCC to the 
Bonnyrigg Christmas lights but we could do so this year so long as we sponsor an 
attraction at the event.  It was noted that this year’s event would be held on Saturday 
28 November. 

7. Local Issues 

7.1 AT reported that at the last meeting of the Joint Integration Board it was 
agreed to consult community councils through the Federation of Community Councils 
however PDCC was not a member of the Federation.  Documents would be released 
publicly and AT would forward them on to PDCC. 

7.2 Chair advised that Allan Williamson, Head Teacher at Lasswade High School 
would be leaving, probably in March 2016, to take up a post in the private 
commercial sector in Abu Dhabi. He had made a considerable contribution to the 
school and would be greatly missed.  There were currently 1540 pupils at the school, 
more than the school had been built to accommodate.  The out of catchment area 
would be severely capped. 

7.2 It was noted that an application to Midlothian Council for 2016-17 funding had 
to be submitted by Friday 9 October 2015. 

Date of Next Meeting 

The next meeting would be held on Wednesday 14 October 2015.
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