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Minutes of the Parish Council AGM held on Wednesday18th January 2017 at Manor Farm School.
Apologies for absence
None
Present
Paul Cunningham, Sally Armitage, Georgie Lawson, Maggie Scott, Jim Riddell.
Minutes of last meeting
These were taken as read as they have already been circulated to council members.
Matters arising from last meeting
Job description of parish councillor. It was agreed that Paul will prepare a brief outline of the role of parish councillor with respect to Netherhampton and put it on the website after running it past the rest of the council. 
Wilton and Harnham traffic strategy meeting September. This was subsequently deferred to October. Nothing of consequence to report. 
Sunflower competition. Jim and Georgie visited those who entered to measure the sunflowers. Some had succumbed to the weather but as 2 were very close in size it was agreed to award 2 prizes of £10 Garden gift tokens to each winner. The winners were Philippa Ridley of Meadowbank and Jean and Jeremy Bowers of Netherhampton Cottages.
Litter control in village. Another day similar to the day held in March was held on 12th November and proved successful.
Notice board. Nigel Laws completed and erected the noticeboard. He submitted a bill for £75 for materials and labour which has been paid. It was agreed this was excellent value for money.
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CATG meeting. Sally attended the CATG meeting that featured the proposed Netherhampton/Quidhampton footpath for discussion. It appears that no further action is being taken on this due to cost. The proposal that Sally was to raise regarding signage for the Netherhampton Business Park was withdrawn subsequent to the meeting due to a change of occupancy at the site. This change altered the need for signage and as a result Sally didn’t attend as the rest of the agenda was not pertinent to us.
A request for the parish council to consider a laptop pc for parish use was moved to the next meeting for discussion. 
Correspondence
· 2 planning applications have been received for properties in Montague Road. No response necessary as this is in Harnham and out of our jurisdiction. Planning have been made aware.
· 1 planning application for In-Excess who want to extend their tearooms. Councillors were advised at the time of application in November but there were no objections.
· Letter from Bawdon who are based at Amesbury, detailing various services they offer including grounds maintenance, engineering inspections etc. Agreed to ask for a quote. A. 
Finance
· There were four payments; Chq 219 for£75.00 to Jim Riddell for reimbursement of the fee paid to Nigel Laws (mentioned in matters arising); Chq 220 for £140.94 to Paul Cunningham for various listed expenses in respect of Parish Council projects; Chq 221 for £564.34 to The Landscape Group for ground maintenance of the playground; Chq 222 for £20 for the cost of 2 x £10 Garden gift vouchers for the sunflower competition winners (mentioned in matters arising).  
· The update of accounts before the above payments is as follows. Overall balance in the bank £2777.79 broken down to £14.19 in the fete account and £2763.60 available to the parish council. 
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· Precept for 2017/18. With the loss of Constable Park the current precept at £1750 amounts to a c130% increase in D band on the rates bill for the remaining village. 
· After discussion and reviewing basic costs that have to be met out of the precept (public liability insurance – compulsory; and playground maintenance costs – necessary to avoid health and safety issues; it was agreed to reduce this year’s precept to £1425 to cover basic costs. This will still give a c90% increase but it was agreed to put an explanation onto the noticeboard and website so that village residents understand the necessary reasons. A.
Other business
· Roadworks on A3094 scheduled for February. Details to be published on the website and on the noticeboard. Currently little information is available on how traffic to and from the village is to be managed, enquiries to be made. A.
· Business centre working hours. It has been reported that Bodytech has been leased to new owners who appear to be unaware of the working hours applied to this site and believe they can work Sundays although this has not been established as fact. Sally has investigated with Wiltshire Council and received the following information. All buildings are B8 use. M –F hours 9 – 6 and Sat to 1pm. Frith have Sat pm extension. Nobody has Sunday trading permission. Paul to send a polite communication to Simon of Bodytech as a reminder. A.
· Police report. Sally reported this consists of crime reports.
· Great British Spring Clean. This is a follow on from last year’s ‘Clean for the Queen’. To take place 3rd – 5th March. Agreed to sign up and take part. Advertising the event was discussed and it was agreed a leaflet be posted to each residence with each councillor taking on parts of the village to ease the delivery workload. It was also agreed that some information on parish councillor’s roles could be incorporated, with a mention of the forthcoming elections and the date of the Annual Parish meeting. A.
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Other business not notified.
· A question was raised by Sally on the response to the Netherhampton development plans when they are published. Agreed the Parish council will respond with agreed views of the body as a whole, but individuals will still be able to submit their own personal comments as necessary. There is also the consideration of what to do with any contributions under the CIL arrangements. Suggested ideas be looked for at the forthcoming Annual Parish meeting.
· Hedges. A question was raised as to when the roadside hedges are going to be trimmed as time is running out. Paul to pursue with Chris Rolfe. A.

Date of next meeting and annual parish meeting.
Thursday, 16th March 2017 at 7.30pm at Manor Farm School. Jose Green to be invited. A. 
Meeting closed at 9.05pm.
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ACTION POINTS
Ask for a quote from Bawdon for playground maintenance. JR.
Precept change due to loss of Constable Park.  An explanation to be put onto the noticeboard and website explaining the apparent rise in Band D rate so that village residents understand the necessary reasons. PC.
Roadworks on A3094 scheduled for February. Details to be published on the website and on the noticeboard. Currently little information is available on how traffic to and from the village is to be managed, enquiries to be made. SA.
Paul to send a polite communication to Simon of Bodytech as a reminder of working hours on the business park with reference to his tenants. PC.
Great British Spring Clean. This is a follow on from last year’s ‘Clean for the Queen’. To take place 3rd – 5th March. Agreed to sign up and take part. JR.
Advertising the Great British Spring Clean. A leaflet be delivered to each residence with each councillor taking on parts of the village to ease the delivery workload. Information on parish councillor’s roles to be incorporated, with a mention of the forthcoming elections and the date of the Annual Parish meeting. PC to prepare leaflet. ALL to be involved in delivery.
Hedges. A question was raised as to when the roadside hedges are going to be trimmed as time is running out. Paul to pursue with Chris Rolfe. PC.
Jose Green to be invited. JR. 

