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Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 16th March 2017 at Manor Farm School following the Annual Parish meeting.
Apologies for absence
None
Present
Paul Cunningham, Sally Armitage, Georgie Lawson, Maggie Scott, Jim Riddell.
Minutes of last meeting
These were taken as read as they have already been circulated to council members.
Matters arising from last meeting 
Precept change due to loss of Constable Park.  An explanation to be put onto the noticeboard and website explaining the apparent rise in Band D rate so that village residents understand the necessary reasons. This has been done together with a further explanation to the earlier annual meeting. From the feedback at the earlier meeting it would appear people understand the apparent increase in the parish rate.
Roadworks on A3094 scheduled for February had details published on the website and on the noticeboard. It was agreed the disruption to the local community was relatively minor despite prior warnings issued by Wiltshire Council.
Paul sent a polite communication to Simon of Bodytech as a reminder of working hours on the business park with reference to his tenants. There is still some confusion over the exact hours permitted on the business park. 8.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am to 1.00pm Saturdays is believed to be the time frame. Sally was requested to follow up with Wiltshire Council. A.
Great British Spring Clean. The follow on from last year’s ‘Clean for the Queen’ took place 3rd – 5th March. A leaflet was delivered to each residence with each councillor taking on parts of the village 
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to ease the delivery workload. Information on parish councillor’s roles was also incorporated, with a mention of the forthcoming elections and the date of the Annual Parish meeting just held. Agreed the litter pick was a success. Thanks to volunteers was given at the annual meeting and there was agreement to continuing the litter pick twice a year, with the next one scheduled for autumn. A. 
Hedges. A question raised as to when the roadside hedges are going to be trimmed as time is running out was pursued with Chris Rolfe. The hedges have subsequently been trimmed.
An invitation to Jose Green to attend the annual meeting was sent which was accepted.
Correspondence
· Only 3 items of correspondence have been received since the last meeting. 
· A quote from Bawden Group for grass cutting and playground equipment inspection which has been dealt with (see finance). 
· Details of the forthcoming local elections. (see other business).
· Insurance premium quote and engineering inspection quote from Zurich by email (see finance).
· Grass cutting quote from Idverde (formerly The Landscape Group) by email (see finance).
Finance
· The various quotes for services as listed in correspondence were discussed. The Bawden quote for grass cutting was £110 higher than the current contractor at £595 + VAT. The quote for the playground equipment inspection at £80 + VAT was £205 cheaper than Zurich, but we would only get a ROSPA certificate not as detailed as the Zurich inspection which gives an individual assessment of each piece of equipment. Idverde quoted £485 + VAT for grass cutting. Zurich quoted 
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c£530 + VAT for the public liability insurance and engineering inspection. This is £245 + VAT cheaper than last 
year and is due to the new contact at Zurich finding some discounts and offering a 3 year fixed deal annually at the above price of £530 + VAT. After discussion it was considered switching to Bawden was not worth the saving of £95 overall and to remain with the existing suppliers to maintain continuity. Subsequently a cheque was drawn for £587.54 for Zurich Municipal.
· Update on accounts. General account £3138.13 broken down to £33.99 in the village fete fund and £3104.14 in the council funds. VAT refund of £1160.62 claimed for 2014/15 and 2015/16 has been received and is included in the above figures.
 Other business 
· Parish meeting round up.
· It was felt the explanation regarding the loss of Constable Park and its’ effect on the precept and subsequent charge per household had been understood and accepted.
· It was noted that Catherine Hall had volunteered to give some thought to taking on the organisation of a fete/event for the village in June. Agreed it was prudent to await her decision but help would be available to assist her. A.
· The ‘Great British Spring Clean’ litter pick has been successful from the feedback and it was agreed the suggestion for a further session in the autumn had been received well. 
· Netherhampton Farm planning. Paul to contact Chris Rolfe at the estate to find out progress following enquiries at the meeting. A.
· Elections 2017
· The information about being a parish councillor were delivered out in February along with the notice for the annual parish meeting and the litter pick which was also placed on the website and on the notice board.  Generally felt there was interest shown from some new faces to stand for election and some encouragement might be useful.
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· Transparency fund
· Sally reported that under the updated regulations all councils are now obliged to publish on a village website 
agendas, minutes, accounts, spending over £100 among others. To aid in this there is a grant available to buy a printer/scanner. After discussion it was felt for a council the size of Netherhampton this is not an important item of equipment so we would decline. There was also the question of where it would be kept as the council has no official office. 
· Village seat
· Jim reported the wood on the 2 seats in the village was past its’ best and needed replacing. Agreed to seek a quote from Mark Hooper before deciding further. A.
· White lining on the A3094
· Following the recent roadworks there was a suggestion that the parish council may have to pay for the reinstatement of some white lining not deemed a priority. After discussion it appears the white lining that had caused concern had in fact been reinstated and the council need not pursue the matter further. Paul reported that following a discussion with Wiltshire Council that any markings removed in the forthcoming further roadworks would require some contribution from the council for replacement if they are not essential. Concern was raised over the possibility of the council being asked to pay again for the cross hatching previously contributed to. Paul will investigate further. A.
Date of next meeting
Monday 15th May 2017 at Manor Farmhouse School to start at 7.30pm.
Meeting closed at 9.40pm.
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ACTION POINTS
Confusion over the hours permitted on the business park. 8.00am to 6.00pm Monday to Friday and 8.30am to 1.00pm Saturdays is believed to be the time frame. Follow up with Wiltshire Council. SA
Agreement to continuing the litter pick twice a year, with the next one scheduled for autumn. Date to be decided.
Noted that Catherine Hall had volunteered to give some thought to taking on the organisation of a fete/event for the village in June. Follow up? Who?
Netherhampton Farm planning. Paul to contact Chris Rolfe at the estate to find out progress following enquiries at the meeting. PC.
Quote from Mark Hooper to replace wood on seats in village. JR.
Concern was raised over the possibility of the council being asked to pay again for the cross hatching previously contributed to. Paul will investigate further. PC.
