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MINUTES OF MEETING OF NETHERHAMPTON PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON THURSDAY 7TH DECEMBER 2023 

Present Cllrs:	Paul Cunningham (Chair), Flora Bowers, and Tara O’Callaghan.  
Linda Baker (Clerk).
Public present:         John and Sally Armitage, Jeremy Bowers, Ali Edward-Smithson and Colin Brazier
                                   Also, Jeremy Nettle, Victoria Charleston and Pam Rouquette.
	
1. Apologies. Local Government Act 1972 s85(1).
Were received from James Craddock (recently out of hospital) and Gill Rattue (currently in hospital)
The Parish Council accepted the apologies for the reasons given.
	
2. 	To approve the Minutes of the meeting held on 4th September 2023.
	Local Government Act 1972 sch 12 para 41(1)

The Parish Council approved, without amendment, the previously circulated Minutes, which were taken as read, and a true record of the meeting.

3.	Financial reporting
A spreadsheet showing predicted expenditure budgets was circulated to all councillors present. All agreed that given the reserves we have to cover any contingencies, that we would keep the same precept figure, (£2970) and make no increases.  

4. Broken Bridges Nature Reserve 
Jeremy Nettle, Victoria Charleston and Pam Rouquette attended the meeting to explain to the council about a piece of land becoming available for purchase between Harnham and Lower Bemerton. Broken Bridges Nature Reserve Ltd (BBNR) are interested in making the site an “Asset of Community Value”. This would freeze any sale by 6 months to allow the BBNR to raise the funds to purchase the land. They would like to improve the site for wildlife and people by restoring the meadows with better habitat management, improving the footpath but keeping its rustic character and enabling people to observe and understand the rich wildlife on the site.  The 35 acres includes wet floodplain meadows, wood pasture, rare Carr woodland and chalk streams. The land also comes in the Netherhampton boundary, hence the reason for their visit to seek councillors support for the project.

BBNR was formed in 2008 when the farm was last up for sale, but the sale was withdrawn, the company has been dormant until now.

£75,000 has been ringfenced by Salisbury City Council towards this purchase and has the City council’s support. £250,000 is the asking price for the land and it is hoped to raise the remaining through Crowdfunding, donations, and grants. The directors of BBNR also plan to meet with another possible purchaser to see if maybe there is a way to work together. They are also very aware that there will be further costs after purchase to improve the site for wildlife and people.

Councillors present all felt this was a worthwhile project and made good use of the land. They would support the application to become an ACV and would submit comments in support of the ACV application.   

5. CIL progress and ideas

Council Chairman reported that £16,441 CIL money has been received by the Council.  To date the money has been spent on replacing fencing and gates, a new picnic bench and new swings. A Gazebo has been installed using ground screws, rather than a concrete base, and a teak bench purchased to go under the gazebo.

15 trees of mixed variety are going to be put along the road, in the next few weeks and will also include a reservoir system to water whilst they get established.

There are also plans to install a defibrillator on the outer wall of Manor Farm School. If an electrician can be found to install quickly it is possible to get this piece of equipment at a reduced cost. Councillors are looking to a local resident electrician to see if this is something he can help with.

It was suggested at the meeting that maybe CIL money could be used to produce a more up to date website for the parish, which is easier to maintain. Two quotes had been received and councillors agreed to go with the lower figure of £569, as only a basic website is needed, and lower quote was provided by someone who specialises in Parish Council Websites.

Tara and Linda to work together on the website.

After all currently committed projects are completed there will be a balance of c.£6,000 of CIL money. Further suggestions are sought for discussion at future PC meetings.


6. Planning Application(s)	PL/2023/09203

This is a variation on the original application and the council felt there was no comments needed.

7. Victoria and Albert Pub  

No news on the pub, the local developer is still interested but the other buyer has purchased a pub elsewhere.

In the new year if still no progress, councillors will contact Wiltshire Planners citing a listed building in poor condition.

	
8. AOB

a) Netherhampton Educational Trust has notified us that due to financial pressures they have applied to and received permission from the Charities Commission to sell Manor Farm School.  They intend selling to the current tenant (Cherida). The sale terms include the provision that the building must be used as a school, and Cherida has informally confirmed that she will be willing to continue to be helpful to the local community with regard to e.g. Parish Council meetings, etc.

b) Linda continues to attend the Neighbouring Parishes meeting at the Guildhall on behalf of the Council. Last meeting was an opportunity for Chair and Clerks from local councils to question Cllr Caroline Thomas – Cabinet member for Highways, Transport, Street Scene and Flooding and Samantha Howell – Director of Highways and Transport. 

c) The next meeting of Netherhampton Parish Council will be the AGM on 13th March 2024 in Manor Farm School.


