
Netherhampton Parish Council

Notes from the Public Meeting held on 8th Nov 2016 

30+ residents gathered for an open meeting about:
· Traffic and associated problems generated by the Business Park
· Proposed Development at Netherhampton Farm

Business Park
An increasingly busy Business Park is generating lots of traffic and associated parking and access issues. The general problem is an increase in vehicle movements to and from the Business Park (logged on a typical day as 487 movements); and the particular problem is the very large vehicles delivering to Europa Leisure. Heavy vehicles delivering to Europa Leisure are causing increasing problems, especially at the east end of the village, by occasionally blocking the village road and generally making the road an intimidating and dangerous route for pedestrians. It was agreed that the Parish Council would liaise with Highways to look at what measures could be introduced to limit the size of vehicles that are allowed into the village.

Proposed Development
Whilst generally not opposed per se to the idea of the development that the Wilton Estate is proposing the consensus of the meeting was that there are several concerns which need to be addressed and some mitigating measures that we would like the Estate to consider. The concerns that were raised centre around the number of dwellings and the amount of traffic that they would generate and the number and type of business units and the amount and type of traffic that they would generate (the latter being of particular concern given the current circumstances regarding the Business Park as outlined above). It was agreed that the Parish Council would, on behalf of all residents, seek a meeting with the Wilton Estate and its relevant advisors to explain the concerns raised and seek to work constructively with the Estate to enable it to bring forward a version of the development that makes sense to the Estate whilst also addressing the concerns of residents of the parish.

[bookmark: _GoBack]At a meeting with the Wilton Estate on 15th Nov 2016 the following specific points were raised. The Estates comments are noted in red.

· The total number of proposed dwellings – can this be reduced or the mix of dwelling sizes looked at to mitigate traffic impact? Number and type of dwellings together with the number of business units has been arrived at after reviewing all options and has been settled on as the only viable combination to achieve a commercially viable development that is in keeping with the character of the area and the fact this is a Conservation Area.
· The fact that business units are proposed – are these strictly necessary to the viability of the plan? As above. In addition, the Local Planning Authority, in accordance with planning policy, will apparently require the provision of commercial units.
· The number of business units proposed – can this number be reduced? As above. 
· The type and size of business units proposed – can there be safeguards against their uses evolving over time towards those that will generate more and heavier traffic e.g. motor industry, distribution, etc.? It is felt that the size and type of units will ensure that inappropriate / sensitive uses will be avoided. The Estate will be renting the premises and will have to approve the tenant and will be taking into account the nature of the business to be carried and thus be able to guard against the “wrong” type of use. The expectation is that 3-4 people will be employed in each unit.
· Can the estate explain the methodology used to arrive at the projected number of vehicles that both dwellings and business units will generate and set those numbers in the context of existing traffic movements in the village? Standard models have been used to project the number of vehicle movements and the Estate’s advisors have consulted with Highways over their methodology.
· As part of the process of engaging with Highways and planners over this development will the Estate be willing to lend weight to steps to reduce speed limits through the village and along the portion of the main road that particularly affects villagers (between the playground and the bend at the Wilton gates)? The estate is happy, in conjunction with the Parish Council, to make representations for a speed restriction. Highways will of course take their own view on the necessary speed limits. 
· As part of the process of engaging with Highways and planners over this development will the Estate be willing to support steps to reduce weight limits through the village? The Estate understand the concerns about weight limits and would have no objection to the idea of weight limits being imposed provided that did not place undue constraints on access to the proposed new business units for e.g. services, etc. or any undue constraints on farm traffic that will require continued access to the remaining farmland.
· Can consideration be given to creating more space for parking at Manor Farm School – already a cause of congestion and source of danger that is likely to be exacerbated considerably by the traffic accessing the new development? The Estate is sympathetic to this concern and is exploring how further space can be created for school related parking, possibly by using some of the field that runs behind the school playground.
· Will the Estate consider removing from its proposal the second access road via the existing the paddock beside the pub? The Estate understands concerns about the access near the pub and is planning to revise its plans to remove that access subject to final checks as to the necessary width of the remaining single access.
· Mindful of concerns about parking for residents and businesses on the new development overflowing into the village the Estate has asked its architects to review parking for the business developments in particular, and ensure that more parking space is provided in the final plan.
· The Estate understands that there is no appetite for allotments to the rea of the development and is reviewing its thinking about the best use of that space.

