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Chairman’s Report 

 
 
Headlines 
 
The Parish had an annual surplus of £14,282 in the year ended 31 March 2019.  This 
is an improvement of more than £16,000 on the previous year when there was an 
annual deficit of £2,140.  However, nearly half of this surplus was generated from the 
Ecuador Mission fundraising, and that has now been paid away.  The surplus also 
benefitted from a large electricity bill refund.  Excluding these two extraordinary items 
the annual surplus would only be £4,000. 
 
This annual surplus had the effect of reducing the Parish deficit from £60,000 to 
£45,600, although this would increase to £52,300 if we excluded the net Ecuador 
Mission receipts.  
 
Overview of Receipts and Expenses Account 
  
Offertory income (regular giving, cash plate and associated tax relief) in the year to 31 
March 2019, at £42,846 increased by £7,526 over the previous year, although £3,000 
of this difference was due to a timing difference in the claiming of gift aid.  Total receipts 
at £64,712 were up by nearly 16% on the prior year, although it should be noted that 
our collections and fundraising (before expenses) for the Ecuador Mission amounted 
to nearly £8,000, and this was paid away in summer 2019 to cover the cost of the 
Mission. 
 
Expenses at £50,430 were more than £7,000 less than last year, mainly due to a 
£3,300 refund of an overcharged electricity bill (included in Establishment expenses) 
in the previous year. 
 
Support from Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 
 
Immaculate Heart of Mary (“IHM”) and St Columba’s are two separate parishes, but 
since September 2017 they have been served by one priest and we have shared the 
salary, living and travel costs of Fr Alessandro equally between the two parishes.  
Since September 2018 IHM has let it’s presbytery to diocesan workers.  In return the 
Diocese pays rent to IHM and also pays the utility bills for the presbytery.  IHM is only 
able to let the presbytery because Fr Alessandro lives in Chesham, and so their 
Finance Committee decided that it was only fair that they shared the rent equally with 
St Columba’s and also paid half of the presbytery bills at St Columba’s.  As a 
consequence there is a credit for £8,359 offsetting expenses this year.  The increase 
in the credit over the previous year was because the IHM presbytery was only let from 
September 2018.     

 



Parish Debt  
 
At the beginning of the year the Parish owed £62,745 to the Diocese, although we had 
a credit balance of £2,858 in our bank account.  After accounting for our surplus of 
£14,282 this year we now have a cumulative debt of £45,605.  We have an overdraft 
with the Diocese of £51,313 and we have a credit balance of £5,707 in the bank 
account. 
 
Charitable Donations 
   
The Parish supported many charities through various fund raising initiatives and 
second collections.  In total parishioners raised more than £12,000 for many good 
causes in the year, including £6,700 (net of expenses) for the Ecuador Mission, £1,700 
for Christmas and Easter Offering, £2,200 for second collections, and £1,600 for 
CAFOD.   
 
Looking Forward 
 
The Parish is now confronted with a debt, and although there is no explicit date from 
the Diocese by which it needs to be cleared, we need to return to annual surpluses so 
that we can reduce it year by year.  A surplus this year of £14,000 is a good start at 
reducing the deficit, but 2019/20 is proving more difficult.  As a consequence of paying 
away the money raised for the Ecuador Mission, and a number of property related 
expenses the Parish is running at a loss of £11,000 for the first six months of 2019/20.  
And we still have a number of outstanding essential property repairs to the church that 
need addressing, so unless we can quickly generate additional income, we are 
expecting an increase in this loss in the second half of the year.  
 
The Finance Committee would encourage everybody to consider what they can afford 
by way of offertory giving.  If you are a tax payer but not yet contributing under the gift 
aid scheme please do sign up so that the Parish can reclaim an additional 25% without 
it costing you anything. 
 
Finance Committee 
 
At 31 March 2019 the Parish Finance Committee comprised Fr Alessandro, Roger 
Platt (Chairman), Sam Canning (Treasurer), E Matos (Gift Aid Co-Ordinator), Peter 
Meikle and J Micallef.  Since the year end E Matos and Peter Meikle have retired. On 
behalf of the Parish I would like to record our sincere thanks for the work of the retiring 
members.  I welcome Tony Huebner and Sean Naidoo who have recently joined the 
Committee – Tony has taken on the role of Treasurer, Sean as Facilities Co-Ordinator 
and Sam has switched to Gift Aid Co-Ordinator.      
 
These accounts have been approved by the Parish Finance Committee.  Any member 
of the Committee would be pleased to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Roger Platt 
Chairman of Parish Finance Committee 
November 2019  

 



Parish of St Columba, Chesham 
Receipts and Expenses Account for the year ended 31 March 2019 

        

 

      2019 
       £ 

    2018 
    £ 

 

Receipts     

Regular giving 23,538  20,364  

Cash plate 10,916  10,238  

Tax relief received 8,392  4,718  

Offertory Income 42,846  35,320  

     

Donations, Hall lettings, Repository etc. 7,845  7,244  

2nd Collections & Charity Fundraising Receipts 14,021  13,315  

Total Receipts 64,712  55,879  

     

Expenses     

Personnel 7,875  7,276  

Office 1,236  1,967  

Travel 3,192  2,723  

Domestic 3,804  1,550  

Liturgical 6,671  6,525  

Establishment 6,151  12,004  

Property 6,282  6,445  

Repository etc 2,036  1,274  

Diocesan Levies 8,968  7,418  

IHM Transfer (8,359)  (2,184)  

2nd Collection & Charity Fundraising Payments 9,676  9,917  

Bank Interest 2,897  3,104  

Total Expenses 50,430  58,019  

     

Annual Surplus/Deficit  14,282  (2,140)  

     

Net Surplus/(Debt) at beginning of the year (59,887)  (57,747)  

     

Net Debt at end of the year (45,605)  (59,887)  

     

 
Represented by:  

 
 

 

Debt with the Diocese at 31 March (51,313) 

 

(62,745) 

 
 
 

Local Bank Balance at 31 March 5,707  2,858 
 

Net Debt at 31 March (45,605)  (59,887) 
 

 

 


