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      It had been a pleasant Saturday morning as 
clan representatives toured Eilean Donan Castle 
and distinguished guests enjoyed a lunch hosted 
by the AHCS Deputy Chair, Fiona Grant. In the 
afternoon however, as the coaches bearing 
members and guests approached the head of 
Glenshiel, the clouds began to gather—and, a few 
minutes later, just as Rev. Allan Maclean 
switched the microphone on to begin the service 
of commemoration, the heavens opened.  
      The rain that poured down for the next half-
hour drenched passing motorists who stopped to 
observe the scene, along with AHCS members 
who had come from far-and-wide to join four 
clan chiefs and various other dignitaries in 
commemorating the short but decisive struggle 
that took place in this beautiful spot three 
hundred years ago. 
      The commemoration was the centrepiece of a 
weekend of events in Inverness and Kintail, 
organised by Clan MacKenzie, the AHCS, and 
The 1745 Association, which was made possible 
by a grant from the Scottish Clan Event Fund.  

      Wreaths were laid at the roadside memorial 
by three chiefs whose clans had fought in 1719 on 
the Jacobite side—the Earl of Cromartie for the 
MacKenzies, Sir Malcolm MacGregor, and Morag 
MacDougall—while Hector Munro laid a wreath 
for the leading clan on the Hanoverian side (the 
Munros have since held a separate event at the 
battlesite as part of their International Gathering). 
Wreaths were also laid by Graeme Mackenzie as 
Chairman of the AHCS, Neil Oliver as President  
of the National Trust for Scotland (who are 
responsible for the care of the battlesite) along 
with the Lord Lieutenant of Ross & Cromarty, a 
representative of the Armed Forces, two  Kintail 
children representing the local community, and 
Fiona Hyslop MSP—the Cabinet Secretary for 
Tourism—on behalf of the Scottish Government. 
      On Friday, Fiona Hyslop had chaired a 
meeting in Inverness of the Scottish Clans and 
Ancestry Forum, and on Sunday the 
representatives of over twenty clans attended the 
High Kirk in Inverness to take part in the first-
ever multi-clan Kirking of the Tartan in Scotland.   

Clans and Dignitaries Gather for Moving  
Ceremony to Commemorate Battle of Glenshiel 



 

 

 

Battle of Glenshiel Commemoration 

The Chiefs and the Cabinet Secretary at Lunchtime. 

L to R: John Cromartie, Hector Munro, Morag MacDougall, 
Fiona Hyslop, Malcolm MacGregor 

Arriving at the Battle Site in the Early Afternoon. 

President NTS Neil Oliver (Second from Left) and the Lord 
Lieutenant, Mrs Janet Bowen (Second from Right) 

AHCS Officers defying the rain to enjoy a memorable occasion. 

Deputy Chair, Fiona Grant (Right) and Secretary, Anne Maclean (Secord from Right), who led the organising committee 

Lois MacDonell of Glengary salutes those from Clan Donald who fell in 1719 .    All above pictures by Krisp Camp Photography. 



 

 

 

The Chairman’s Column                             
      This additional newsletter is being produced to 
cover what has been a very busy year for the AHCS, 
and particularly to pass on information about the 
latest developments regarding the clan maps on the 
VisitScotland website and the Scottish Clan Event 
Fund (for which see the immediately following pages). 
      The year began with the Culloden commemoration 
weekend. In addition to a great turnout on the 
battlefield on Saturday, we had an informative and 
entertaining talk on Friday evening by Jenn Scott 
about the clothes worn and the weapons used by the 
Jacobites in 1745/6. Debates about the extent to which 
swords were used, in addition to muskets, continued 
into the Glenshiel commemoration weekend in June, 
which is featured on various pages in this newsletter. 

      The Glenshiel weekend was a joint effort by the 
Clan MacKenzie, the AHCS, and The 1745 Association, 
and its success was particularly due to the organising 
skills and hard work of certain individuals—notably 
Donald MacKenzie, Jenn Scott, Allan Maclean, and 
Anne Maclean. We should all be especially grateful to 
Anne for her leadership of the group, and she was 
thanked in fulsome terms at our AGM in July when 
she stepped down as Secretary of the AHCS. 
      Our AGM found the Association in good shape. In 
addition to new members noted in the last newsletter, 
we have since been joined by the MacLeods, the 
MacGregors—and the MacAlpines who joined us at 
the Inverness games, along with fellow new members 
the Mackays (pictured below).  

Clan Currie/MacMhuirich attending the Inverness 
Highland Games for the first time 

      Having heard my report on the June meeting of the 
Scottish Clans & Ancestry Forum, the AGM expressed 
frustration at the slow progress of VisitScotland’s clan 
maps project. It was also disappointed that Donald 
MacLaren, when reporting to his fellow chiefs on the 
Glenshiel event, failed to recognise that it had been 
largely organised by the AHCS.   
      Following the Inverness Games, part of my own 
summer has been spent finishing my booklet on septs 
and septnames (see below) which will soon be 
available from the Highland Family History Society.  
      Back in the USA I attended perhaps the highest 
Highland Games in the world, at Estes Park CO. It had 
a particularly colourful Kirking of the Tartan, which is 
pictured later in this newsletter. I also spoke recently 
at the Scottish North American Leadership Conference 
in Troy MI. There were many interesting contributions 
on the theme of Genealogy and the Scottish North 
American Diaspora, some by video link from Scotland.  

The Association’s new secretary Jenn Scott 

      Significant news that emerged at the conference 
was of plans surrounding the 250th anniversary of Sir 
Walter Scott’s birth in 1771. While the MacGregors are 
among the prime movers of this, I’m not aware of 
other Highland clans having been informed about it—
though we were told it would include events in the 
Highlands and that Highlife Highland was involved. 
The celebrations will go on from 2021 into 2022 to 
mark the bicentenary of the “King’s Jaunt” and the 
clans’ march through Edinburgh which Sir Walter 
organised, so a repeat of parts of The Gathering 2009 
may well be envisaged by some of its promoters. 



 

 

 

      One of the main items on the agenda of the 
Scottish Clans & Ancestry Forum [SCAF] meeting in 
June, which I attended on behalf of the AHCS, was the 
further development of ideas for clan maps on the 
VisitScotland website.  
      Noelle Campbell, VS’s International Marketing 
Manager, reported that, having taken on board the 
objections that many of us had to the use of a single 
map showing clan lands, her IT experts had come up 
with a homepage map using clickable names of clans; 
i.e. a better-looking version of the map and names that 
I had created for the AHCS website. Part of the VS 
version is pictured below.  
 It was agreed at the SCAF meeting—which was 
also attended on behalf of the clans in Scotland by 
Donald MacLaren, Jamie Macnab, and John 
Cromartie—that such a map using names was 
preferable for the homepage than the map illustrating 
territories that was also shown to us. It was then 
proposed that for each clan a series of maps, showing 
its territories at particular periods of history, be 
accessed by clicking the name on the homepage map. 
As an example of how this might work and look, we 
were shown maps delineating Clan Gordon’s lands in 
1500 and 1700—the maps shown on the next page—
which would be accessed by clicking the chosen date 
on a menu bar at the top of the page. We agreed that 
this looked like a practical and attractive way to go. 
     Noelle has since asked us to advise her on the 
number of such periods/dates that might need to be 
included, and when they should start and finish; i.e. 
should they go back as far as 1100 and come forward 
as far as 2000.  

 My suggestion to her is that the following dates 
would be appropriate—for the reasons given: 1300—
before the Wars of Independence (which caused a 
major upheaval amongst the clans); 1450—before the 
fall of the Lordship of the Isles (another major 
upheaval); 1600—before the Wars of the Three 
Kingdoms (British Civil Wars); 1750—before the full 
effects of Culloden are felt and the Clearances start.  
      Not all clans would need all four maps. 
The comments of members on these suggestions 
would be appreciated so I can provide Noelle with 
more feedback. 
        The further point to note about the new maps is 
the limited extent of the historical and other 
information that it is suggested go with them—as 
shown on the side panels of the Gordon maps on the 
next page. This will be limited to a picture of the 
chief’s home, clan centre/museum, or other significant 
site, a paragraph about the clan and it’s origins, the 
name of its chief (if it has one), a picture of the clan 
crest and one of its tartans, and a link to a website 
where a full history and more detailed information can 
be found. 
      Though there will no longer be a need for clans to 
submit detailed histories to VS for their clan 
webpages, they will need to nominate somebody who 
knows about their history to work with VS on the 
pages with maps showing the clan lands over the 
centuries. 
      VS will start by rolling-out the new pages for a 
limited number of clans—those for whom they already 
have the required information—and assuming all goes 
well, the rest will be added in due course.   

Clan Maps on the VisitScotland website 



 

 

 

Inverness Castle 
      One of the issues raised with the Cabinet Secretary 

at the SCAF meeting in June was progress on the 
Inverness Castle project. She reported that agreement 
had just been reached on the purchase of the eyesore 
buildings below the castle on Bridge Street, which will 
allow for a much more ambitious long-term project.  
      In August plans were released showing how the 
two buildings that currently 
make up the castle will be 
joined and converted when the 
courts move out in April or 
May of next year (see right). 
An accompanying press 
release announced that: The 
Scottish Government, Highlands 
a n d  I s l a n d s  E nt e r p r i s e , 
V i s i t S c o t l a n d ,  S c o t t i s h 
Development International, 
Historic Environment Scotland 
and Scottish Natural Heritage are 
partners in the project, aiming to 
create a "must-see" visitor 
attraction celebrating Highland 
culture. This includes new 

galleries to bring national and international exhibitions to 
the Highlands and new museum displays celebrating the 
culture and heritage of the Highlands.  
      The Cabinet Secretary assured the SCAF meeting 
that as the plans develop, the clans would be 
consulted about our place in what is intended to be a 
major heritage centre for the Highlands.  



 

 

 

Succeeding the Scottish Clan Event Fund [SCEF] 



 

 

 

COMMENT: The review of SCEF reported in our April newsletter suggested it was to become the “Scottish Ancestral Event 
Fund”—so the new name and remit is not as bad as it might have been. The Cabinet Secretary told SCAF in June that she 
had saved the fund for the clans, at least for this year; so we may still need to fight to keep the clans in it in years to come.  

 



 

 

 

Clan Munro International Gathering 
      Clan Munro held a three day Gathering 
over the weekend of 9th, 10th & 11th August 
as part of the commemoration of the 300th 
Anniversary of the last time the Clan fought 
as a military unit in its own right [at the Battle 
of Glenshiel]. At the battlefield site, Clan 
Chief Hector Munro of Foulis laid a wreath in 
memory of all the dead, Brigadier Hugh 
Monro and NTS Head Archaeologist Derek 
Alexander gave stirring descriptions of the 
action, ably assisted by Willie Fraser (NTS 
Ranger) who led a group in torrential rain up 
the hill to the remains of a redoubt built by 
the Spaniards. 
      In the evening the Inverness Deputy 
Provost Bet MacAllister hosted a Civic 
Reception for the Clan in the magnificently 
refurbished Town House [pictured right]. 
      With the Strathpeffer Games cancelled for the first time since the War due to the inclement weather, Saturday 
might have been a disaster, but at very short notice the Strathpeffer & District Pipe Band, the Marion Munro & 
Aileen Wilson Schools of Dance, Melanie Simpson (accordion) Alpha Munro (fiddle), Felix Beavitt (fiddle), Quin 
Simpson (guitar) came to the rescue performing for the Clan at the Pavilion.  
      Visits to the Eagle Stone, once said to mark the grave of Munros killed in a 15th Century Clan fight, and the 
picturesque village of Beauly for the Craft Fair in the Phipps Hall saved the day. In the evening the Clan were 
joined for their meal by The Earl & Countess of Cromartie and his son Lord Tarbat. John Cromartie, the Chief of 
Clan Mackenzie gave a short talk on looking after his ancient seat, Castle Leod. 
      The highlight of the Gathering by far was the Sunday at Foulis Castle.  It was a highly successful and happy 
day. The Chief greeted the visitors in the morning regaled by the Ardross Pipe Band and in the afternoon the 200 
clansfolk were joined by over 200 members of the general public. All were treated to an afternoon of Traditional 
music, dance, Gaelic song, a wildlife photographic exhibition, a talk on the Clan DNA project, a presentation on 
Kiltearn Church and graveyard. The Highland Archive Centre had on display a selection of important Clan 
documents taken from the Writs of Munro of Foulis 1299-1823 currently in their care. Whisky tasting, craft stalls, 
a magic show for children and refreshments took place elsewhere in the castle and grounds.   
      It was all over too soon, but everyone left with a renewed sense of kinship and the lasting bond of being 
members of a close knit Highland Clan. Thanks are due to all those members of the Clan and Foulis family who 
assisted in setting up and running the Gathering but particularly Lesley Strang Event Production and the Clan 
Event Fund of Event Scotland who made it all possible. 

Pictures and text from www.clanmunro.org.uk 



 

 

 

Clann Donnachaidh Centre at Bruar 
Bruar is a well-known refreshment and shopping stop ideally placed on the A9 between Perth and Inverness. It’s 
also home, however, to the Clann Donnchaidh Centre. The public exhibition areas of the centre have been 
refurbished to provide an excellent account of this ancient clan—otherwise known as the Robertsons—which 
claims descent, via the old Earls of Atholl, from the family of King Malcolm Canmore. 



 

 

 

Long Peak Scottish Irish Highland Festival at Estes Park in Colorado 

Estes Park in the Rocky Mountains is over 7,000 feet high, surrounded by peaks rising to over 14,000 feet  

Tartans that were kirked in Inverness (see pictures on the next page) 
 

Cameron, Campbell, Chattan, Fraser, Grant, Lindsay, MacDonald, MacGillivray, MacGregor, 
MacInnes, Macintyre, MacKenzie, Mackintosh, Maclean, MacMillan, MacNaughten,  

Macpherson, Macrae, Stewart, 1745 Association. 

The Kirking of the Tartan by Todd Wilkinson for the Scottish Tartans Authority 
 

While the Kirkin' o' the Tartan service celebrates Scotland and Scottish heritage, it is a truly a Scottish-American custom. If 

one searches the Internet for information, stories abound of the Kirkin's roots being in days of the Act of Proscription, when 

the wearing of the kilt was banned in the Highlands - according to the legend, Highlanders hid pieces of tartan and brought 

them to church to be secretly blessed at a particular point in the service. Ask any Scot or Scottish expatriate about the Kirkin', 

and chances are you will be met with a questioning look and an admission of ignorance of this supposedly centuries-old 

Scottish tradition. 

 In his famous collection of Highland folklore, prayers, charms and omens, the Carmina Gadelica, Alexander 

Carmichael does list a prayer for the "Consecration of the Cloth", but no mention is made of it originating from the days 

following the '45 or being associated with outlawed tartan. Whilst making for a rather romantic legend, there seems to be no 

credible source for such a tale. The real history of the Kirkin' service is "All American", with a Scottish "twist". 

 The Rev. Peter Marshall, originally from Coatbridge, Scotland, was the pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian 

Church in Washington DC, and served as Chaplain of the United States Senate before his untimely death in 1949…. Rev. 

Marshall is believed to be the originator of the Kirkin o' the Tartan service. During the Second World War, Rev. Marshall 

held prayer services at New York Avenue to raise funds for British war relief. At one of the services on April 27, 1941 

(although a May 1943 date is sometimes mentioned) Rev. Marshall gave a sermon entitled "the Kirkin' o' the Tartans" -and 

thus a legend was born. According to an article on the Montreat (North Carolina) Scottish society's web site, a service leaflet 

from the church mentioned that the funds raised from the kirkin' would go towards a mobile kitchen. 

Kirking of the Tartan Service at Estes Park (pictured below) 



 

 

 

Kirking of the Tartan at the Old High Church, Inverness 

Nigel & Gordon Macmillan with 
Graeme Mackenzie & Ross MacGregor 

Very Rev. Allan Maclean  
of Dochgarroch  

Donald MacKenzie, one of the 
organisers of the Glenshiel event 

A Clan Chattan group exhibiting Macpherson and Mackintosh tartans  
(amongst others) and Sonia Cameron-Jacks with two Cameron tartans 

Clan members before the kirking service which was conducted by  
Allan Maclean and the Minister of the High Kirk, Rev. Peter Nimmo (above right) 



 

 

 

About the AHCS 
 

Full membership is open to all clans judged by their peers in the AHCS to be “Highland” —whether represented 
by a Society, Commander, or Chief. Non-Highland clans and families may become Associate Members, and thus 
enjoy preferable rates at our events and a voice, but no vote, in our Council. Highlanders with no clan 
organisation may become Individual Members, on the same terms as Associate Members. Our events are 
intended to be open to all clans and families, but where space is limited preference will be given firstly to Full 
Members, and secondly to Associate Members. The full constitution, details of current membership fees, contact 
details for the clans, and for the Association’s officers, can be found on our website: www.highlandclans.org. 

Association of Highland Clans & Societies, c/o The Stewart Society, 53 George St., Edinburgh, EH2 2HT.  

Tel: +44 (0)7957-188774. 
 

Chairman: Graeme Mackenzie. Email: graeme@highlandroots.net 

Dep. Chair: Fiona Grant of Monymusk. Email: fiona@monymusk.com  

Treasurer: Rossie Macrae. Email: rossie.macrae@hotmail.co.uk 

Secretary: Jenn Scott. Email: highlandclansociety@gmail.com.  

Committee: Very Rev. Allan Maclean of Dochgarroch. Email: dochgarroch@aol.com 

  Duncan Cameron. Email: duncan-cameron1@btconnect.com  

  Norman McPherson. Email: mcpherson.norman@googlemail.com  

  Donald McIntosh. Email: donald.mcintosh@btinternet.com 

Events in 2020 to be attended by AHCS or a Member Clan 
—mostly on the basis of this year’s attendances [TBC = Date To Be Confirmed]: 
 

17 April: AHCS Social Evening in Inverness, with talk. Date, place, subject to be announced.  
18 April: Battle of Culloden Commemoration organised on battlefield by the Gaelic Society of Inverness at 11.00am. 
27 June [TBC]: Gairloch Highland Gathering. Clan MacKenzie. 
16 July [TBC]: Mull Highland Games at Tobermory. Clan Maclean. 
16 - 19 July [TBC]: Clan MacGillivray International Gathering in Inverness and Stratherrick. 
18 July: Inverness Highland Games: 20 pitches in AHCS tent will probably be available (sharing may be possible). 
To be followed by tea (5.00pm) and the Annual General Meeting of the AHCS (5.30pm)—Maclean Room at Eden Court. 

25 July: Lochearnhead Highland Games. Clan Gregor. 
29 July: Arisaig Highland Games. Clanranald (Clan Donald). 

30 July: Clan Cameron International Gathering in Lochaber. 
1 Aug: Aboyne Highland Games. Clans Farquharson & Fraser. 
6 - 14 Aug: Clan MacKenzie International Gathering in Inverness, Strathpeffer and on the Isle of Lewis. 
7 - 8 Aug: Moy Game Fair. Clan Chattan. 
7 - 14 Aug: Clan Grant International Gathering in Strathspey. 
8 Aug: Abernethy Highland Games. Clan Grant. 
8 Aug [TBC]: Newtonmore Highland Games. Clan Macpherson. 
8 Aug: Strathpeffer Highland Gathering. Clan MacKenzie. 
13 Aug: Ballater Highland Games. Clan Farquharson. 
15 Aug [TBC]: Glenfinnan Gathering & Highland Games. Clans Cameron & Donald. 

5 Sep: Braemar Highland Games. Clan Chattan. 
12 Sep: Pitlochry Highland Games. Clann Donnachaidh (Robertsons). 
 

Any additions or corrections to the above listings should be communicated to the Secretary (listings will also be available on our website). 
Please also notify the Secretary of any special events—International Gatherings etc.—that your clan will be involved with.   

FULL MEMBERS: 
 

Cameron (M’Gillonie, M’Martin, M’Sorlie of Glen Nevis,  
                  M’Lachlan of Coruanan, Cumming of Achdalieu). 
Chattan (Mackintosh, Shaw, M’Bean/Bain, M’Phail,  
     M’Queen, M’Thomas, Macintyre in Badenoch).  
Chisholm 
Currie/Mhuirrich 
Davidson 
Donald (representing Clanranald, MacDonell of Glengarry,  
               MacDonald of Keppoch, MacDonald of Sleat, etc). 
Donnachaidh (Robertson) 
Farquharson 
Fraser of Lovat 
Grant 
MacAulay 
MacDougall 
MacGillivray 
MacGregor 

Mackay 
MacKenzie 
Maclean 
MacLeod 
MacMillan 
Macpherson 
Macrae 
Matheson 
Munro 
Stewart 
Sutherland 
Urquhart 
 

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: 
Clan Fraser Society of Scotland & the UK 
Iain McIntyre-Younger of Culmullin 
Clan Lindsay 
Highland Family History Society 
Highland Archive Centre 


