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Academic Lecture 

Scotland and the Low Countries 
Drs Lauran Toorians 

2.30 pm Saturday 12 March via Zoom - Link on website later. 

Over the centuries 
there have been all 
kinds of contacts 
between Scotland 
and the Low 
Countries involving 
trade, colonization, 
military and scholarly 
relationships and the 
arts. On most 
occasions these 
contacts were not 
formally between 
states. But the 
Scottish staple in the 
Low Countries was 
controlled by the 
Scottish Crown and 
from the late sixteenth 
until the late 
eighteenth century 
there were Scottish 
regiments in the 
service of the Dutch 

Republic. When possible these regiments recruited in Scotland, thus 
bringing Highlanders to the Netherlands who still have descendants 
with Scottish surnames in Dutch disguise. 
Trade involved wool as well as leather and coal from Scotland and 
luxury items including works of art in return as well as the movement 
of traders and diplomats. In 1066 and its aftermath numerous 
Flemings came with the Normans to England and somewhat later to 
Wales and Scotland as well. Especially King David I seems to have 
used such ‘Flemings’ as settlers in the expanding lands under his 
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rule. Here the Upper Clydesdale offers an interesting case where 
historical sources and traces in the present landscape tell of a 
Flemish presence in the area. 
A granddaughter of David I, Ada of Scotland, married Florence II, 
count of Holland, and later her great-grandson Florence V claimed 
the Scottish throne after the death of Alexander III and the Maid of 
Norway. His scheme did not work out, but elite relations across the 
North Sea remained attractive and in 1449 James II married Mary 
of Guelders. In the field of scholarship especially the universities of 
Utrecht and Leiden attracted from Scotland students of law, 
theology and medicine. 
The lecture will offer a journey through time showing examples of 
these various contacts and relationships between Scotland and the 
Low Countries. 

 * * * * * 

Some background reading: 
Grant G. Simpson (ed.), Scotland and the Low Countries 1124-
1994. The Mackie Monographs 3, University of Aberdeen (East 
Linton 1996) 
Alexander Fleming & Roger Mason (eds.), Scotland and the 
Flemish People (Edinburgh 2019) 
         * * * * * 

Lauran Toorians (1958) studied (medieval) history and Celtic 
linguistics at Leiden University and subsequently worked as a 
Celticist at that same university for four years. After that he worked 
as an independent scholar and publicist both in the field of Celtic 
studies and as a regional historian in the South of the Netherlands 

where he lives. From its foundation in 
1991 until 1997 he was chairman of the 
Dutch A.G. van Hamel Society for Celtic 
Studies. During the Winter Semester of 
2004/2005 he lectured on the medieval 
history of Scotland and of Wales at the 
University of Vienna. Historical relations 
between the Low Countries and the 
Celtic speaking areas have always had 
his warmest interest. 
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