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Colin Patrick MacDonell becomes 

24th Chief of Glengarry  

 

Patrick MacDonell (pictured on the front cover) is the younger brother 
of the late Ranald MacDonell, 23rd Chief of Glengarry, and second 
son of the late Donald MacDonell, 22nd Chief of Glengarry.  

Colin Patrick MacDonell, known as Patrick, inherited the title of 24th 
Chief of Glengarry following the death of his elder brother, Ranald, the 
23rd Chief, in January this year. Ranald’s daughters relinquished any 
claim they might have had in his favour, knowing that this was the 
wish of their father.   

Patrick is a naturalised Canadian. He is a graduate of the University of 
British Columbia with a Bachelor of Science in Forestry and he is a 
Registered Professional Forester (ret) and a Certified Management 
Accountant (ret).  Patrick worked in the West Coast forest industry and 
then moved to Indonesia to represent his company, overseeing the 
company’s investments there.  He then moved to Malaysia to take on 
the job of General Manager for a forestry and sawmill venture.  On 
returning to Canada and gaining accountancy qualifications, he held a 
number of senior positions.  After 30 years with the same company, 
he moved to the Yukon as a Director with the Yukon Territorial 
Government.  He lived in the Yukon for twenty years but has now 
moved to Vancouver, British Columbia. Retired for nine years, Patrick 
is married to Lourdes and has five children. His eldest, Angus, lives in 
Vancouver with his wife and two daughters.  

Glengarry takes a keen interest in Clan Donald. He is a member of the 
Clan Donald Society of Scotland, a life member of the Clan Donald 
Society of Nova Scotia, and a life member of Clan Donald USA, North 
Pacific Region. He has been guest of honour at several Clan Donald 
USA AGMs.  His daughters were Highland dancers, and he was the 
band manager and a piper with the Pipes and Drums of the Pacific 
Gael, a Grade 3 Vancouver Island Pipe Band. He is looking forward to 
travelling to Scotland when possible and meeting clansfolk.  Hopefully 
he will be able to attend the AGMs of the Clan Donald Lands Trust, 
which has all the Clan Donald Chiefs as hereditary life trustees. His 
knowledge of forestry is likely to be of particular value in relation to the 
clan lands on the Isle of Skye.  
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Since the demise of the Clan Donald 
Society of  Edinburgh, following that of 
the Clan Donald Society of Glasgow 
some time earlier, the Clan Donald 
Society of the Highlands and Islands has 
been the only Clan Donald society in 
Scotland. At the last AGM it was decided 
to rename it as the Clan Donald 
Society of Scotland and to adjust the 
badge accordingly. Whilst there are 
already many members elsewhere in the 
world, it is hoped that the Society will 
now have a wider appeal within 
Scotland.  

The Council has decided that new lapel badges will be ordered and 
they will be sent to new members, but that existing members should 
continue to use their CDSH&I badges. However, if anyone wishes to 
have a new badge they should  ask the Membership Secretary. There 
will be a charge of £5. 

Change of name of the Society 

Brenda MacDonald Bradford, Gordonsville, Tennessee, USA 

The Rt. Hon. Charles Joseph Clark, Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

The Right Rev'd Robert Todd Giffin, San Antonio, Texas, USA 

Ailsa Page, Sidensjo, Sweden 

The Lt. Col. Donald Macdonell of Lochgarry (1695 - 1777) 
Foundation, Edinburgh - Corporate Membership  

Anthony Arcane, Bowling Green, Kentucky, USA 

Barry Leach, Scorton, Lancs. 

Laerke, Line, Lasse Rindvig and Annette Rindvig-Gemzell, 
London 

Andrew Macdonald, Peterborough, New Hampshire, USA 

Welcome to new members 
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President’s Message 

Life for everyone is becoming more like normal, 
but the pandemic is by no means over and we 
need to be vigilant. There is still much 
uncertainty and there have been many 
changes. Our Society has changed its name to 
appeal to a wider possible membership, 
the Spring 2021 issue of A’ Bhirlinn was only 
available online and some of the office bearers 
and council members have changed. Many 
usual events were cancelled and meetings 
have been via Zoom.   

On a personal note, I should like to thank most sincerely the many 
members who supported me and my family after my house caught fire 
on 15 January and we had to move out. We will not be able to move 
back again until some time next year. The generosity of so many 
people, notably also in the local community, is greatly appreciated. I 
particularly wish to thank Chas MacDonald for stepping in at no notice 
to edit A’ Bhirlinn so brilliantly.  

It is a great privilege for me to take over as your President after 
William Mather’s excellent tenure and I hope to do a good job.  I 
would particularly like to welcome Ronald Groen as Vice-President, 
together with Henrik Hjortsoj, who is taking over the website and 
many technical jobs. A great advantage of having Zoom meetings is 
that it doesn’t matter where you are, you can still join in. The Council 
has also decided that this year the ceilidh in November will be a 
virtual one. Our very popular Fear an Tighe, Ramsay McGhee, is 
already experienced in this.  

You will also see that it is hoped to commemorate the Massacre of 
Glencoe and the Battle of Culloden again next year. 13th February 
falls on a Sunday, which may complicate the Glencoe remembrance, 
but please watch the website or make contact directly for updates. All 
are welcome to attend. The Clan Donald Culloden commemorations 
will be organized by me for the last time in 2022. You will find details 
on the proposed future of the events elsewhere in this newsletter.  

            Best wishes,  

         Lois MacDonell of Glengarry 



6  

 

The passing of Robert McDonald Parker 

(12 June, 1936 - 11 July, 2021) 

The Society is very sorry to 
announce the passing of Rob Parker, 
a well-known and well-loved figure in 
Clan Donald and a Society Member. 
 
Rob was born and brought up in 
Glasgow, going to school during the 
Second World War. He did his 
National Service in the RAF. Back in 
Glasgow he played football with 
distinction and sang with a dance 
band. He married Jean and, together 
with their children Bobby and Karyn, 

they emigrated to the States so that Rob could take up a job with 
Eastern Airlines at La Guardia Airport, New York. 
 
In 1979 Rob returned to Scotland to take up the job of International 
Director at the Clan Donald Lands Trust at Armadale on the Isle of 
Skye, together with his second wife, Deanne. Rob, with the backing of 
Ellice and Rosa McDonald from Delaware, was instrumental in 
transforming the Clan Donald Centre, 
as it was then known. It became the 
focal point for Clan Donald worldwide. 
The Stables were renovated and a 
restaurant created, a Countryside 
Ranger Service was founded, the 
gardens were developed and the 
museum was established, amongst 
many other things. His name became 
synonymous with that of the Trust and 
he became the key person to whom 
Clan Donald members turned. He was 
much loved and admired, he played 
football with the locals and his singing 
was enjoyed. He also served as 
Chamberlain to the High Council of 
Clan Donald Chiefs. 
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The story of the three MacDonalds who escaped 
from the Battle of Culloden 

This is the story I was told a few years back. Some parts are a bit 
vague but I’ve tried to tell what I can remember, I was told this story by 
a guy by the name of Colin who is a piper, either from Glenfinnan or 
Fort William. I only saw him maybe five or six times in the year: he 
worked at that same company I worked with a few months back. 

The story starts in April 1746 on Culloden battlefield and ends in 
August/September 2019, on Islay. 

Three MacDonalds: Culloden to Islay 

It was April 1746 on Culloden Moor, the bloody battle had ended, 
many Highlanders, Scotsmen and many others had died on this sad 
day, many others had died after Culloden. People, I mean Highland 
men, women and children who believed in the Jacobite Uprising, were 
killed and slaughtered needlessly just because of who they were and 
what they believed in. 

On the 16th April 1746 three MacDonalds managed to escape the 
bloody battle and took off and kept going until they manged to get 
home, their home being the island of Islay. They stayed there for 
many months, living their lives peacefully with their families, until 
somehow a Government ship came to Islay looking for Jacobites. 
They found and took the three MacDonalds on board the ship, to be 
taken to London, and to prison for the rest of their lives, or to be killed. 
Once in London they were put in prison until it was decided what to do 
with them. They were taken to court after a few weeks in prison to see 
what was going to happen. The Government decided to ask them if 
they wanted to live or to die:  all three MacDonalds wanted to live. To 
live meant being imprisoned until the day they died, but the prison 
they were going to was an island where many prisoners were taken 
and used as slaves, chained and shackled, working in mines, quarries 
etc., never to be seen again.  

The Government ship had taken off from London en-route to the 
island - to which island I was not told - but whilst sailing across the 
Atlantic Ocean it was intercepted by another ship, a pirate ship. This 
was not any old pirate ship but a French pirate ship. As they sailed 
closer, a battle commenced between the two ships and after some 
time the French pirates won. On looking around they found the three 
MacDonalds, plus the other prisoners, below deck. The French pirates 
took the three MacDonalds and possibly the other prisoners with them 
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and sailed on, eventually arriving in Canada, where they left them to 
be free. The three MacDonalds stayed there until they passed away, 
but they had their families, and their children had families, so a few 
generations of MacDonalds had been born and raised, travelling all 
over Canada and America, all because of those three MacDonalds. 

Islay 2019:  at a school on Islay - not sure which one it was – as Colin 
was working in the school’s kitchen to put in a new gas cooker, he 
was told the story by one of the teachers.  

The children were doing a history lesson/project on Culloden and the 
MacDonalds before Colin arrived on Islay, and during this time there 
was a group of Canadians or Americans who had come over to Islay 
for a holiday and to see if they could trace or find any relatives, as one 
member from the group was a MacDonald. This group member 
must’ve heard about what was happening in the school, and she 
made her way there, and told them who she was. This group member 
from North America told them the whole story about the three 
MacDonalds. Why did she tell them?  Because she was the great-
great-great-granddaughter of one of the three MacDonalds who  
escaped from Culloden, were imprisoned in London, then, on the way 
to a working prison on an island, were captured by French pirates who 

William Mather 
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took them to safety to live their lives happily and peacefully and to 
raise a family. My eyes had opened very wide at this point and a 
great big Wow had come out of my mouth. Even Colin, who knew the 
story, was still amazed. I would’ve loved to have been there or even 
been a fly on the wall to hear that story and to meet that woman. 

All I can say now is “Vive la France”, especially for those French 
pirates:  without them there would have been no story to tell, no 
MacDonalds living in Canada or America, well maybe not so many, 
who knows.  I’ve always known we had a closeness to the French 
and that story confirmed it for me, even both my Grannies had French 
names before they got married, so I’m interested in finding out if there 
is any French connection in my family.   

I’ve been saying to myself over the last year and a half to contact the 
school to get clarification on this story:  even to find out which school 
it was before I started to type this story. I have got contact details on 
two of the schools, so I will make a point of contacting them to get 
more information. 

Also something has just entered my head in the last few minutes: how 
about if we invite this relative of the Three MacDonalds over to the 
Culloden Commemoration 2022 and the Clan Donald Culloden Lunch 
to let her tell the story, if we can find her. It was just a thought.  

          Graeme MacDonald 

Dunyvaig Castle on Islay, September 2021 -  by Ryan Nicol 

www.facebook.com/ryannicolphotography 

http://Www.facebook.com/ryannicolphotography
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New CEO at Armadale 

President’s interview with 
Alex Stoddart, new Chief 
Executive Officer of the Clan 
Donald Lands Trust   

Alex, welcome to the Clan Donald 
Lands Trust and welcome home to 
Skye. Can you tell us a little about 
your Highland roots and upbringing?  

Lois, thank you. It is a privilege to be 
back home on the island with an opportunity to do something 
meaningful for our heritage, people and culture.   

Yes, I was raised and went to school on Skye and both sides of my 
family come from the island. In 1923 my great grandfather on my 
mother’s side moved to Skye from a remote and wild corner of Harris 
in the Outer Hebrides called Rhenigidale. With their few possessions 
they sailed to Skye in a little open boat. This resettlement was part of 
a post Great War initiative when veterans were offered some land and 
new opportunity.   

So, in west Skye they were offered a croft in an area previously 
cleared of people for sheep and had to build their homes, roads, 
services and community from scratch. They were an incredibly hardy 
people.  

My father’s side of the family were the famous land raiders of Torrin in 
south Skye. Essentially, despite exceptional service and sacrifice in 
the trenches in the Great War, my grandfather and his brothers were 
denied the right to land after the war. They did not agree with this 
decision and were forced to stand their ground against Government, 
police and courts and fight together for a second time.   

Legend has it that on one occasion my Great Uncle, Neil Stoddart, 
and another local war veteran ended up ‘deforcing’ sheriffs’ officers 
who came to arrest them, this despite Neil having lost a leg on the 
Western Front! Ultimately, my father’s line also being an irrepressibly 
strong class of Highlander, they won through. As you would expect, 
this family history has played a large part in my own thinking about 
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land and associated rights and responsibilities.  

We have MacDonalds on my mother’s side of the family, so Clan 
Donald is well represented as well. But, as we all know, with the 
sheer scale of Clan Donald and all its septs and branches, it would 
be a tough call to find a Highlander, here or overseas, without 
‘Donald blood’!  

The Stoddart name is well-known in piping circles? Do you play 
the pipes?  

I am often asked if I am one of the Stoddart pipers. Yes, I am, though 
the quality of my own piping would not indicate it! There actually were 
a few separate Stoddart piping family lines though.   

Norman Stoddart, my uncle, was a big feature in my early years and I 
looked up to him a great deal, not least because he was a good piper 
and Pipe Major of the Isle of Skye Pipe Band, which I had the honour 
to play with for a few years.  

I still play a wee bit for my own amusement, but I was too distracted 
at an early age by other interests to focus on piping. The music is still 
in the fingers, but my hearing is a bit damaged from large bangs over 

Rhenigidale, Harris 
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the years. I’m keen to buy a set of small pipes, though.   

The quality of piping, Highland music and dancing these days is 
extraordinary – and right across the diaspora. It’s a tremendous thrill 
to listen to our younger generation and to play my part in protecting 
and promoting our culture.  

So why did you decide to leave the island?  

Skye has always been heart and soul to me. I never really wanted to 
leave, but knew that if I was to progress in the way I wished I would 
need to leave home and travel. A cailleach (old woman) in my village, 
who had the ‘sight’, told me that I would travel to far lands. Besides, 
you have only to stand on a clifftop on Skye looking over the wild 
Atlantic to develop a sense of longing to see beyond the horizon.   

With a declining naval fleet, I took the decision to head south and 
enlist in the army. I was keen on shooting, the outdoors and running 
up and down hills, so that seemed to make more sense anyway.  

Can you tell us a little about your career experience?  

I have always been amazingly fortunate in the people I have met 
along life’s journey; one day I would like to write about some of the 
characters I have met and worked for. For the most part, my career 
journey has been based on exploiting opportunities as they occur, 
rather than any sort of planned direction. I have always been a natural 
hunter and with a bent for the unconventional.  

It was simply through two accidental meetings with well-known ‘big 
players’ that my career took off – one in London and the other in 
Israel. Both are long stories with some amazing twists and turns. 
From my experience, the best opportunities are rarely advertised. You 
just never know who you will bump into sitting outside a bar in Tel 
Aviv!  

So, as a result of an adventurous streak, a keenness to meet 
interesting people and a love for travelling off the beaten track, I now 
have senior commercial management experience in investment 
management, private equity, option-trading and brokering, maritime 
and oil security and also defence contracting. Life is about the ride 
rather than the destination – sometimes the ride is the destination.  

How does it feel coming back to Skye after so many years away?  

In all my travels, Skye was always there in my mind as my home - 
there’s such a strong sense of belonging in the Scottish Highlands. A 
couple of years ago I was back on Skye for a few days – just camping 
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in the hills of home 
with trout rod and 
hunting rifle. 
Walking along an 
old path I found a 
large lichen-
covered stone and 
remembered my 
grandfather sitting 
on it, taking a rest 
from cutting the 
peats and telling 
me about his time 
at sea. To anyone 
else that was just a 
rock in the hills, but 
to me it is part of my life story.    

For certain, all of us with a connection to the Highlands and Islands 
and with an awakened sense of our heritage will have felt the same 
sense of belonging - perhaps even the same connection to a 
particular place or object that conveys a sense of our true home. 
Here, in the Highlands and Islands and in our hearts and minds, 
exists a shared homeland that no-one can take away. Wherever you 
are in the world and whatever your family journey from the Clan 
heartland, you should always remember that this is still a homeland to 
you, together with a heritage and culture which we all share. Years 
may have passed and tides come and gone, but we are all one 
people. The blood is strong – it must never weaken.  

So, yes, coming home to Skye feels good, particularly with a vision for 
the Clan Donald Lands Trust at Armadale being both a homeland to 
so many people and an environmentally-engaged socio-economic 
engine for the local community living on and beside the Clan lands.   

So, what does ‘Clan’ mean for you in a modern context?  

Clan is family and family is community. Over time communities 
evolve, and so it must be with clanship. Perhaps now, with a 
disordered and ever-busy globalised world, it is a good time to look to 
the future and arrive at a new definition and meaning of ‘Clan’. Whilst 
I have my views on what the word means now, I feel it is time to reach 
out to our people, both near and far and young and old, and hear 
what Clan and the context of Clan means to them today.  

Armadale Castle - by kind permission of the Clan Donald 
Lands Trust 
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And what is the modern relevance of the Clan Donald lands?  

I have always leaned on the phrase an tìr, an cànan 's na daoine, 
which is Gaelic for ‘the land, the language and the people’. In 
managing the Clan Donald lands, which we hold in trust for the 
generations to follow, we must be mindful of not only our 
responsibility to the Clan and the Trust and its aims and objectives, 
but also of our responsibilities as a Scottish land-owning charitable 
trust, even one established by way of the very first community buyout.  

Some readers will be aware of a socio-political drive in Scotland 
towards ‘land reform’. For those who perhaps live abroad and are not 
aware, the issue of land and land rights has for many generations 
been at the forefront of social and political thinking here. These days 
there is a movement towards more communities having access to 
land they were previously excluded from by some less-inspired large 
landowners. However, in Scotland it is now less about who owns land 
than how it is used and managed for wider public benefit.  

This is an exciting time to be involved in land management in 
Scotland; however, as you know so well, there is much more to the 
Clan Donald Lands Trust than just hills, lochs and woods. That said, 
by sea and by land has been a bedrock for Clan Donald and now, 
within the context of climate change, there may be an opportunity  
once more to emmesh the exceptional natural environment of the 
Clan Donald lands with our heritage and culture and with relevance to 
the younger generation. Watch this space.  

What do you wish to achieve in your time leading the Clan 
Donald Lands Trust?  

I will work with the Trustees, my staff team and the wider Clan and 
local communities to develop a distinct and stirring vision for the 
Trust, and then implement that vision by way of a locally and 
internationally engaged strategy.   

Rather than be fixed in the past, it is my wish that, through enterprise 
and initiative, we can together develop a Clan story and meaning that 
is more relevant to younger people, both at home and overseas. To 
me, the future of our heritage and culture is not simply about artefacts 
and history, but about bringing this heritage back to life and thereby 
creating a living legacy. To protect and promote Clan Donald - its 
heritage, culture and our shared homeland - as well as being mindful 
of the past, we must be inspiring and bold leaders for the generations 
to come. Onwards!  
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GLENCOE FOLK MUSEUM REDEVELOPMENT BOOSTED 
BY LOTTERY FUNDING   

An exciting project, boosted by funding from the National Lottery 
Heritage Fund, to extend the Glencoe Folk Museum, to reinterpret 
and improve access to its historic 18th century cottages and to create 
new visitor facilities has recently been announced.  

An outreach and education programme is also planned, while a new 
community gallery will create space for local groups to meet and 
produce their own exhibitions.  

THE BACKGROUND – with extracts from the redevelopment 
brochure 

Many readers will remember the late Barbara Fairweather, who was 
indeed a memorable character and is pictured overleaf. For many 
years she not only was the mainstay of the Museum, but she 
entertained those who had attended the annual remembrance of the 
Massacre of Glencoe on 13th February to afternoon tea in Invercoe 
House. This is what she had to say about the creation of the museum: 

“We thought that THEY ought to create a museum to record daily 
life. But THEY do not exist ... so we did it ourselves.”  Barbara 
Fairweather, M.B.E. 

Our Museum was founded in the 1960s by Barbara Fairweather, Rae 
Grant and their friends. 

It was a community project to record the rapidly changing daily life of 
Glencoe. 

For over 50 years we have worked to preserve the history of this 
corner of the Scottish Highlands, taking the visitor on a journey from 
the 17th to 21st centuries and giving an unparalleled view of the day-
to-day life of the area. 

We encompass Highland Clan history, including the turbulent times of 
the infamous Glencoe Massacre of 1692 and the Jacobite rebellion, 
as well as chronicling work in the crofts and local slate industry. 
Displays on childhood, sport, transport and the development of local 
tourism paint a full picture of daily life and work in the area. 

Glencoe Museum 
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The heather-thatched roofs are one of the greatest attractions of the 
museum, the only surviving ones in the area. The cottages were built 
in the early 1700s, shortly after the massacre of 1692. 

By the 1970s these fascinating cruck-framed buildings were in a state 
of disrepair and due to be demolished until the community stepped in. 
For over 50 years the cottages and their extensive collections have 
been wowing visitors from around the world. 

ROAD TO REDEVELOPMENT AND OPENING IN 2023 

• Fundraising £1,000,000 

• Produce Architect/Exhibition Designs 

• Recruit Learning and Engagement Officer (to reach out to local 
and global audiences) 

• Digitising Collections 

• Consult with Community to finalise plans 

• Close and empty current Museum 

• Site clearance of 1970s outdoor displays 

• Capital works - construct new Reception Building/Toilets 

• Repairs to historic structures - inc. re-roof Byre Community Gallery 

• New exhibitions installed 

• Historic collections installed 

• Frantic dusting! 

 

To find out more please contact David Rounce,  Redevelopment 
Manager redevelopment@glencoemuseum.com 

Glencoe Folk Museum, Main Street, Glencoe, Highland, PH49 4HS,  
01855 811664 glencoemuseum.com @glencoe_museum SCIO 002786 
 
 
Centre-spread photos—all courtesy of the Glencoe Folk Museum 

Clockwise from top-left:  
- Restoration work begins on the cottages, 1971 
- Main Street, Glencoe, taken from an early 20

th
 Century postcard. The view            

has changed little since then! 
- Re-thatching the museum cottage roof, 1971 
- Barbara Fairweather in the museum 
- The museum as it appears today 

Glencoe Museum continued 

mailto:redevelopment@glencoemuseum.com


19  

 

PASSING OF ALEXANDER McDONNELL THE 9th EARL OF ANTRIM 

(3 February, 1935 - 9 September, 2021) 

 

In spite of having dyslexia, after school at Downside School in England, 
the late Earl went on to thrive at Oxford and later at the Ruskin School of 
Art. From restorer at the Ulster Museum in 1969, to Keeper of 
Conservation at the Tate Gallery in London for 20 years, to his 
directorship of Ulster Television (UTV), when the Earl returned to his 
beloved Glens, his self-effacing personality - which was a hallmark of his 
professional and personal life - endeared him to everyone. Lord Antrim 
had two daughters and one son, Randal Alexander St. John McDonnell, 
Viscount Dunluce, who has succeeded his father as Earl of Antrim. 

The Earls of Antrim have long been regarded as being one of the chiefs 
of Clan Donald, although Antrim – or ‘the Glens’ – is part of the branch of 
Clan Donald known as ‘Clan Donald South’ or ‘Dunyvaig and the Glens’, 
whose last chief, Sir James MacDonald, 9th of Dunyvaig and the Glens, 
died in 1626.   Dunyvaig Castle (the excavations of which were described 
by Professor Mithen at the CDSH&I Annual Lecture in 2019) is on the 
island of Islay. Hence Dunyvaig (Islay) and the Glens (Antrim). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Glencoe 2001 L-R Back row: James MacDonell of Scotus; James Macdonald of 
Sleat; Mark Macdonald, USA; Ronald Groen, The Netherlands.  
The Chiefs of Clan Donald   
Ranald MacDonell of Glengarry; Sir Ian Macdonald of Sleat, Bt.; Lord Macdonald, 
Macdonald of Macdonald; Ranald Macdonald of Clanranald; the Earl of Antrim. 
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Since 16 April 1996 my 
husband, Donald MacDonell, 
22nd Chief of Glengarry, and I 
have organised wreath-laying 
events at the Clan Donald 
Stones on the Culloden 
Battlefield, on the nearest 
Saturday to 16 April, for Clan 
Donald. These have been 
followed by formal, individually-
seated lunches with piping and 
speeches, at the Drumossie 
Hotel. Following Donald’s death in 1999, I continued to organise it 
alone, but supported by loyal helpers. 

Because of the pandemic, there was no event in either 2020 or 2021. 
It is very much hoped that we can get back to as normal as possible 
in 2022.  I had already signalled my intention to step down as 
organiser and I am delighted to say that the Clan Donald Society of 
Scotland has agreed to undertake the battlefield events. Happily, the 
lunch will also continue, as Graeme and Larisa MacDonald, from 
Beauly, have agreed to take it on. They will understudy me in 2022 
and then organise it to their own liking from there on. 

Thank you to Clan Donald members and friends who have supported 
me over the years and 
latterly to those members 
of the 1745 Association 
who have joined us at the 
lunch. It has been a very 
worthwhile and gratifying 
experience for me, but 
now I look forward to 
being merely a guest! 

                                                                
Lois MacDonell of  
   Glengarry 

Culloden 2022 
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Flora MacDonald and Prince Charles Edward Stuart  

at Monkstadt, Isle of Skye 

 

On the 29th of June 1746, ten 
weeks after the fateful Battle of 
Culloden effectively ended the 
Jacobite Rising of 1745-46, the 
fugitive Prince Charles Edward 
Stuart, accompanied by Flora 
Macdonald, Neil MacEachain, 
and a small party of five boatmen, 
arrived by sea to seek refuge on 
the Isle of Skye, having rowed 
across from Benbecula. As a 
precaution against discovery and 
capture, Charles was disguised 
as a woman in order to pose as 
Flora’s Irish maid, Betty Burke. 
On touching shore initially on the 
Waternish Peninsula,they were 
quickly forced back to sea again 
when they were spotted and fired 
upon by a government militia 
sentry. It was apparent that 
Hanoverian government redcoats were in the vicinity and so they 
rowed on eastward until they made shore again on the west coast of 
Skye’s Trotternish Peninsula at a place called Allt a’ Chuain, about half 
a mile from their intended destination of Monkstadt House, home of Sir 
Alexander Macdonald, 15th Chief of Sleat. 

Sir Alexander was a Jacobite at heart. When Prince Charles had 
landed in Scotland the year before and raised the standard of his 
father, the ‘Old Pretender’ James III and VIII, at Glenfinnan, Alexander 
had initially considered raising his clan to support the Rising. He was 
however to be thwarted in this when Duncan Forbes of Culloden, Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, President of the Court of Session and a key 
Government office holder, prevented him from doing so through a 
combination of threats and dissuasion. Ten years earlier both the 
Macdonald and MacLeod Skye chiefs had been involved in a 
clandestine and shameful episode effectively to sell and transport 

Plaque erected by the 1745 
Association  
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groups of their own Clansfolk as indentured slaves to the Americas. 
When this was discovered by the authorities, Duncan Forbes quietly 
held this information as an assurance against the possibility that these 
two powerful Highland chiefs would “come out” during any future 
Jacobite Rising. Sure enough, in August of 1745 once it was clear that 
Charles had landed in Scotland, Forbes threatened them with 
retrospective prosecution for these historical misdeeds should they 
raise their clan regiments for the Prince and the rising ultimately 
proved unsuccessful. Macdonald and MacLeod therefore blinked first, 
thought twice, and were thus cajoled into supporting the government, 
outwardly at least, by recruiting their kin and clansmen into the 
Independent Companies of the government militia in order to help 
counter the Jacobite Rising.  

Alexander’s wife, Lady Margaret, was also an ardent Jacobite but had 
little option but to follow her husband’s lead and show outward support 
for the government. When Flora and Neil arrived at Monkstadt after 
leaving Prince Charles concealed by the shore, Sir Alexander was not 
at home, having departed to pay his respects to the Duke of 
Cumberland, the victor of Culloden, who was by then encamped with 
his army at Fort Augustus. Lady Margaret was that day therefore 
entertaining officers of the government militia unit in the vicinity, 
including their commander, Lieutenant Alexander MacLeod of 
Balmeanach. There then followed an extremely fretful time during 
which, despite the circumstances, Flora was able quietly to impart to 
Lady Margaret that their Prince was nearby in need of shelter and 
victuals whilst they were all under the very noses of government 
officers who were specifically in the area to search for and capture 
him! Flora then sat at table in the company of the officers and was 
closely questioned by a suspicious Lieutenant MacLeod as to where 

Photo by T Kenneth MacKenzie - 27th May 1982 
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she had come from, 
how she had arrived 
and with whom and 
whence she was 
bound. All these 
questions she 
answered with 
impressive and 
convincing guile. Many 
years afterwards, 
Boswell records, she 
“often laughed in good 
humour with these 
gentlemen having so well deceived them”. 

Meanwhile Lady Margaret proceeded outside to consult urgently with 
her husband’s kinsman and factor, Macdonald of Kingsburgh, who 
fortunately also happened to be at the house that day. He was 
evidently a man with a cool head and much presence of mind and he 
was quickly able to soothe Lady Margaret’s nerves by devising and 
implementing a plan to keep the officers occupied whilst he and Neil 
returned to the shore with some sustenance for the Prince. They also 
apprised him of their plan, subsequently well executed, to rendezvous 
a short distance from the house at a later hour and then guide him 
with some other servants and retainers the ten or so miles southwards 
along the less frequented old road and paths via Cuidreach to his own 
house at Kingsburgh, where they arrived shortly before midnight.  

Indeed the author has himself walked this route in search of a spot 
known to this day in Gaelic as Tobar a’ Phrionnsa, or Prince’s Well, 
and marked as such on the OS map. On finding the spot, which today 
is more of a soggy swamp than a well, I had the misfortune to fall 
backwards into it ending up with a similarly soggy posterior! Thank 
you, Bonnie Prince Charlie! 

Meanwhile, back in 1746, Flora took leave of the militia officers and 
travelled by pony along the main road and was reunited with Prince 
Charles again at Kingsburgh, where the latter’s ungainly appearance 
and gait in petticoats caused quite a stir of curiosity amongst the 
servants! Following a refreshing sleep, from which it apparently 
proved difficult to rouse him, Charles was the next day escorted 
onwards to Portree where he and Flora famously parted and Flora put 
to sea again bound for Raasay. 

Photo by T Kenneth MacKenzie - 27th May 1982 
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I have long known this story and visited Monkstadt a few times over 
the years both in its previous derelict and ruinous state and more 
recently as the splendidly rebuilt and refurbished luxury holiday 
accommodation it has now become. During these visits I had always 
bemoaned the fact that there was no plaque or information board to 
tell visitors of this highly interesting little cameo episode of ‘The ’45’. In 
2019, however an opportunity to redress this shortcoming arose when 
I arranged for Monkstadt House to be one of the stops on our three-
day Clan Donald Society outing to Skye. We enjoyed a splendid visit, 
were very well received and (just like Lieutenant MacLeod!) 
entertained by the current owner, Mr James MacQueen, and his staff. 
During the visit I took the opportunity to enquire on behalf of the 1745 
Association, of which I am also a member, whether he would be 
amenable to the idea of erecting a plaque at the house to 
commemorate and highlight these historical events. To my great 
delight he was only too pleased to help and readily agreed to support 
the project financially in a joint venture with the 1745 Association. 
After various difficulties and an unfortunate Covid-19 pandemic-
induced delay of almost two years, I am delighted to report that two 
bronze plaques bearing the Macdonald of Sleat crest and a summary 
of the above related tale are now in the course of manufacture - one 
larger plaque destined for the side of the property where it will be seen 
by visitors and passers-by, and one other smaller version to be fitted 
at the front door to the house.  
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An unveiling ceremony is currently being planned for the 23rd of 
September at which the guests of honour will be Godfrey Macdonald, 
8th Baron Macdonald of Sleat, High Chief of Clan Donald, and his wife 
Lady Claire Macdonald. The former is of course a direct descendent of 
the Sir Alexander Macdonald who built the house in the mid-1730s 
(when it was said to be the first slate-roofed dwelling on the island!) 
and whose wife, Lady Margaret, faced such a nerve-wracking 
dilemma that day in 1746. Indeed, in recognition of the fact that it was 
the Chief’s wife who oversaw the arrangements to ensure the safety 
and onward safe passage of the Prince, I have invited Lord 
Macdonald’s wife, Claire Macdonald of Macdonald, to unveil the 
plaques and she has graciously accepted. At long last this story will be 
recorded where it happened.         
               Glen MacDonald 

All colour photos courtesy of Monkstadt 1745 - Luxury Lodge 
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Friends of Alan gathered to say goodbye to him 
at Killearnan Church of Scotland on the last day 
of April this year.  He had passed away on the 
22nd April, two days after his 84th birthday.   

Alan was born in 1937 in Glasgow.  His mother 
was Marion, eldest daughter of Rev. Dr. Aeneas 
J. N. Macdonald, Church of Scotland minister in 
Killearnan for over forty years and renowned 
historian.  Alan’s parents did not stay together, 
but in 1942 Marion married the journalist Eric 
Grimwood. 

Although Alan, his mother and stepfather spent 
some time living with Marion’s sister Flora and 
her family in Glasgow during the Second World 

War, most of his schooling was down south. The final part of his 
education was at the Royal Merchant Navy School in Gravesend in Kent. 

Alan wanted to go to the USA and so he joined Cunard. During his 
service he saw many other places too, and he could reminisce about 
them very interestingly.  His photographs show an extraordinarily tall and 
handsome young man, and indeed Alan’s good looks endured to the end 
of his days.  What with that and his natural charm, it was perhaps not 
surprising that he went on to become a very successful and prosperous 
businessman.  But it is clear that another important ingredient in his 
success was hard work.  He rose early and put in long days.   

Alan did not speak much about his early life, but he did confide that at 
one time, as well as his day job with Wallace Cameron, he had a private 
business of his own and also owned a garage.  His expertise as a 
representative of his firm was such that he was asked to put a practical 
guide for others down on paper, and that still reads very impressively 
today.  Alan also socialised a good deal, and he was an enthusiastic 
member of the Caledonian Club in London.  Thinking back to his own 
youth, no doubt, he was also a long-term supporter of the Club’s 
education trust. 

Once, when Prince Philip paid a visit to the Club, Alan and two friends - 
also called Alan Macdonald - stood together in the hope that Prince Philip 
would speak to them and come out with some witticism when he found 
out they all had the same name.  He did speak very kindly to them, but he 
did not ask their names! 

Goodbye to our first President, Alan Ranald Macdonald 
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In 1980 Alan purchased the old Manse stables at Killearnan and had 
them converted into a house which he used to visit three times a year, 
thinking nothing of doing the 600-odd mile trip from Kent in one day.  His 
main residence was a very handsome house in St Michaels, near 
Tenterden in Kent. By now his mother was living with him.  But she died 
in 2002, and in 2007 Alan sold up down south and moved to living full-
time at Killearnan.  There he took an active interest in local affairs and in 
those of Clan Donald. Alan, Lois MacDonell of Glengarry and Graham 
MacDonell set up the Clan Donald Society of the Highlands and Islands 
in 2010 and Alan became its first President. He also arranged for a 
special commemoration of the life and work of the great soldier Sir 
Hector Macdonald, who had started life as very much a local boy not far 
away on the Black Isle.  The success of both these ventures gave him 
deep satisfaction. 

In 2004 Alan paid his first visit to the island of Benbecula, where his 
celebrated grandfather had been brought up, and he was thrilled to be 
able to visit the actual house, where he was very kindly received by the 
present occupants.  Thereafter he visited the Uists most years, and 
made several new friends.  He was still fit in those days, and  when he 
had his Labrador dogs with him he regularly undertook long walks with 
them.  Wellington and Sanda became almost as well known in Uist as 
Alan himself! 

The last visit to Uist was in 2015, and during the following year it became 
clear that Alan could no longer live on his own.  Eventually he settled in 
to the Kingsmills Care Home in Inverness, where it was easy for friends 
to visit him.  He had become affected by dementia, but still enjoyed 
sightseeing trips organised by the Home, an 80th birthday lunch with a 
group of friends at the Kingsmills Hotel, a Christmas dinner with friends 
in the Black Isle, and so on.  His best friends never forgot him and 
supported him to the end, and that support included arranging a well 
conducted funeral at his grandfather’s old church, which he had also 
attended regularly. Alan’s nearest relatives are his first cousin William 
Macfarlane, son of his aunt Flora, and his family, who all live in the 
Netherlands, and we send them our condolences.  Current restrictions 
unfortunately prevented them attending the funeral.   

Alan was a man who had achieved a great deal in his life and was also 
immensely likeable and excellent company.  One always looked forward 
to seeing him.  It’s sad that we will no longer sit with him in the snug bar 
at Langass, on Uist, or go on jaunts with him on one of his regular visits 
to Edinburgh and Glasgow, or hear his ready laugh.  But there are 
cherished memories.         Ian MacDonald 
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The 11th Annual Meeting of the Clan Donald Society of the Highlands 
and Islands was held at 16.00 BST on 22 May, 2021, via Zoom 

 
The President, William Mather, welcomed members, as well as two visitors 
from the USA and apologies were noted. 
After the Minutes of the 10

th
 AGM, held on 24

th
 October, 2020, were 

approved, the President confirmed that a report of the year had been sent to 
the Clan Chiefs. 
‘A Good Year Despite the Pandemic!’ was the President’s title for his 
report. He said that being on the Council for the past six years had brought 
more familiarity with aspects of Scottish history, particularly that pertaining to 
Clan Donald of the Highlands and Islands! 
William said that over the past year the Society’s activities had ranged from 
non-existent to basic – thanks to the Covid 19 pandemic. The 2020 AGM 
had to wait until October and since then all meetings had been on Zoom. 
Although the future of the Society had been uncertain, the good news was 
that the last AGM brought new faces onto the Council and together this has 
generated fresh growth, enthusiasm and ideas. The President went on to 
make some appreciative remarks about the Council members going forward 
and to sympathise with Lois over her house fire. 
Bereavements:  
The passing of Ranald MacDonell, 23

rd
 Chief of Glengarry, on 30

th
 

January, was noted with great regret. He will be remembered with great 
fondness.  Condolences were sent to Carolyn and a donation made to St 
Catherine’s Hospice in Crawley. Ranald had two daughters but neither of 
them wanted to succeed him as Clan Chief.  So, his younger brother Colin 
Patrick MacDonell (known as Patrick) is now the 24

th
 Chief of Glengarry.  

We have also sadly said farewell to Alan Ranald Macdonald, Founder 
President of the Society, who died peacefully on 22

nd
 April, aged 84, after a 

long illness. He had the courage to lead the Society at the beginning and will 
be much missed. 
Another sadness was the passing in February of Alistair MacDonald, 
husband of Roslyn and co-founder with her of the Glencoe Heritage Trust. A 
remarkable man with great loyalty to the MacIains of Glencoe. The Society 
made a donation to the Trust. 
General Council Activities:  
It was agreed that future agendas have a regular item: ‘Multi-media 
platforms’, covering all internet activity. We can now report the following:  
Website Update: Henrik Hjortshoj and Chas MacDonald are looking into an 
update of our Website. 
Clan Donald Worldwide website: Chas’s Worldwide website has helped 
identify potential MacDonald recruits for the Society. 
Society’s Facebook: membership reached 622 in May, an increase of 43 
since April. Major topics have included news of Glengarry’s death, reaching 
1,300 people; Dylan McDonald, reaching 223; the Battle of Auldearn, posted 
by Sandy MacDonell, reaching 140. 
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Facebook Administrator: Kirsty Macdonald is happy to do this. 
YouTube Channel: Chas has worked with Sandy MacDonell to post a new 
video: ‘Culloden 2021’ which by early May had had 83 views and 21 likes. 
Clan Donald papers: Roger Piercy is getting all Clan Donald associated 
paper-work onto a hard drive to improve smooth computer running. 
Member-contacting: Discussion continues on ways of improving the state of 
Group-Emails. 
Lois’s house-fire in January: Deep concern was felt and expressed for 
Lois’ welfare and circumstances. A bottle of malt whisky was sent to Lois to 
show Society solidarity – and much appreciated.  
Annual commemorations: It had not been possible to undertake the normal 
commemorations at Glencoe and Culloden  
Fresh ideas: A push for ‘Positive Engagement’ was suggested by Henrik, 
leading to brain-storming on ideas such as: ‘A Clan Donald Hill-Walking 
group’; ‘A Clan Donald Wall-Calendar Photo Contest’; ‘A Clan Donald 
motorcycle trail following Clan Donald sites’; ‘Pipe-band meetings sponsored 
by Clan Donald’. 
Armadale links: Armadale is planning a 2023 celebration. Should or could 
the Society be planning some kind of ‘gathering’ in either 2022 or 2023? 
A gift was made by the Society towards conservation materials for the 
Museum of the Isles and was much appreciated. Also the Council is 
considering fund-raising activities for Armadale and for the causeway at 
Finlaggan. 
Newsletter A’ Bhirlinn:  
Chas was congratulated on taking over the Spring A’ Bhirlinn following Lois’s 
fire and publishing it online for the first time. 
External Examiner: Godfrey Macdonald is no longer able to continue in this 
post. He was thanked for his work over a number of years. Thanks to Jean 
McDonald for enlisting Charles MacDonell to be External Examiner. 
Clan Donald Historian: It was proposed in February that David MacDonald 
be invited to be Historian with Annie MacDonald as assistant. He agreed 
initially but did not feel able to continue. 
Possible Constitution Amendments requiring an AGM vote of approval 

• There was discussion in November about ‘purpose change’ of the 
Society resulting in a change of name. It was felt the name needs to 
reflect a change of purpose, being for Scotland as a whole.  

• Number of Members on the Council: There was  concern that the 
majority of members on the Council should come from the Highlands 
and islands or the whole of Scotland. Numbers should therefore be a 
minimum of 50% from the base plus one person - to ensure a majority. 
To make working-out such percentages easier, it was agreed that a 
proposal be brought to the AGM on whether Council numbers should be 
10 or 12. It is currently 11. 

The President concluded by saying that he wanted to thank everyone for 
the support and encouragement the Council receives from members and to 
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say thank you for the privilege of being able to serve as your President. 
Treasurer’s Report and Accounts: 
The Treasurer, Jean McDonald, said it was not possible this year to make a 
comparison with last year as accounting procedures were different due to a 
change of Treasurer. The loss for the year of £507.37 has to take account of 
the £1,000 donation to Armadale and having to pay the Academic Lecture 
costs of £105.50 – when in fact the event was cancelled because of Covid. 
The current account balance at 31/03/21 was £3,458.15.  The Treasurer 
was thanked for her efficiency. The accounts were approved unanimously. 
Membership Secretary’s Report: 
The Membership Secretary, Alaine Macdonald, reported the following: 
counting Joint, Corporate and Family Members as one, we have 110 
members, with 8 new members joining since our last AGM. 1 Corporate 
membership, 88 Individual Members, 16 Joint Memberships, 5 Family 
Memberships. There are 43 members living in Scotland; 21 members in the 
rest of the UK and 46 living in the rest of the world. We are represented in 
14 countries. 
Election to Council: There were vacancies for two new Council members.  
Election to Council Part 1: from Highlands/Scotland:  
Proposal that the following be elected:  unanimous. 

1. Lois MacDonell 
2. Chas MacDonald 
3. Jean McDonald 
4. Ann McGhee 
5. Alaine Macdonald 
6. Graeme MacDonald 

Election to Council Part 2: From wider membership:  
    7.   Ron Green (Ronald H Groen van Abstdale), Holland 
    8.   Henrik Anderson (Hjortshoj), Denmark 
 Election of Office Bearers: All votes unanimous in favour of 

President: Lois MacDonell,  
Vice-President: Ronald Groen,  
Secretary: Chas MacDonald,   
Treasurer: Jean McDonald,     
Membership Secretary: Alaine Macdonald, 
Council Members - Ann McGhee, Henrik Anderson (Hjortshoj) and 
Graeme MacDonald. 

Election of Independent Examiner for 2022 AGM: 
Charles MacDonell to be invited. 
 
AGM business matter: Constitution Proposal from the Council:  
a)  to enlarge the focus of CDSH&I to include the whole of Scotland rather 
than just the ‘Highlands and Islands’. If agreed by the AGM,  to change the 
name to Clan Donald Society of  Scotland (CDS). 
b) That the preferred numbers on the Council should be 10 or 12, not 11.  
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Name Change Proposal: 
It was noted by the Treasurer, that any name change would present no 
problem with the bank. There need be no change to Standing Orders. 
Proposal by the AGM:  
In the light of the changing purposes of the Clan Donald Society of the 
Highlands and Islands, that this AGM proposes changing the name from the 
Clan Donald Society of the Highlands and Islands (CDSH&I) to Clan Donald 
Society of Scotland (CDS).   Voting: 12 for; one against. 
Number of Members on the Council: As members come from all over the 
world there is concern that the majority of members on the Council should 
come from the agreed ‘base’: numbers on the Council should be a minimum 
of 50% from the base plus one person. 
Proposal by the AGM: 
The AGM agrees that there should be:  
a) a maximum of 12 members on the Council, of which a minimum of 7 
should come from the Society's constituent area, and; 
b) voting should be in two parts: firstly: election of the 7 from the agreed 
base (Scotland). Secondly: election from the full membership. 
The motion was passed: 12 in favour; one against.  
 
Any Other Business. 
Culloden Commemorations. 
Lois MacDonell noted that at last July’s Zoom meeting the Council agreed to 
take on the battlefield side of arrangements after Lois retires from doing this 
in 2021. She has now agreed her retirement should be 2022 because of the 
cancellation of the event in 2021. 
Lois has also organised a very popular annual lunch since 1996 and asked if 
there were any ideas about the way forward with the lunch. Graeme and 
Larisa MacDonald offered to shadow Lois for the 2022 lunch and expressed 
their willingness to take it on after that. Lois and Members of the Council 
were very grateful for their offer. 
In conclusion. 
Liz Bligh expressed her gratitude for the opportunity of serving on the 
Council and Lois MacDonell thanked William Mather for his period of service 
as President. He took over unexpectedly after the sudden death of Dr Ian 
Macdonald and at one time had to carry the Society without either a 
secretary or a treasurer, doing a remarkable job with great patience and 
good humour.  
Future Dates:  Proposal agreed by the new Council for the next Council 
meeting (and first official Clan Donald Society of Scotland - CDS - meeting) 
to be by Zoom: 10.30am, Thursday, 3

rd
 June 2021. 

 
Provisional date agreed for 2022 AGM of CDS: 28

th
 May, 2022. 

 

 
Update: Chas and Graeme have since resigned from the Council 
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