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The Society’s Annual Academic Lecture 2020 was scheduled for 14 March, 
to be given by Sue Geale, the Museum Manager at the Museum of the Isles, 
Armadale Castle, Sleat, Isle of Skye, but it had to be cancelled. Sue kindly 
agreed to write the following piece for A’ Bhirlinn instead: 

Bringing Clan Donald History Alive!  

Sue Geale, The Museum of the Isles at 
Armadale Castle, Sleat, Isle of Skye 

 

The present Museum of the Isles was opened 
to the public in March 2002, replacing the much 
smaller museum in the Flora Macdonald 
section of Armadale Castle. The Museum is 
part of the Clan Donald Lands Trust, a Scottish 
charity established in the early 1970s. The 
Museum serves the key role of, “fostering Clan 
sentiment and interest and encouragement of 

education of members of the Clan and the general public in the history of 
the Clans and Clan Donald in particular”. To this end the public galleries 
of the Museum explore the Gaelic culture that flourished under the Lords 
of the Isles and follow Clan Donald’s story through the Age of Forays, the 
Jacobite risings, the Battle of Culloden, and the tragedy of the 
Clearances. 

Alongside the extensive collection of objects held in the galleries and 
stores, the Museum also houses a Library containing some 7,000 
volumes, historical pamphlets, family history records, a number of 
important archives including the extensive archive from the Macdonald 
Estates on Skye, together with photographs, slides, maps and plans.  

It is difficult to describe such a broad and important collection succinctly, 
so this article focuses on one area of the collection, our several hundred 
maps.  

The Museum of the Isles 

The front cover picture is of the hilt of the Keppoch Sword, which is a Scottish 
basket hilted backsword with characteristic gilt hilt and fine acanthus scroll pommel. It 
was presented to Alasdair na Ceapaich (Alexander of Keppoch), the 19th Chief of 
Keppoch, by clansmen in 1802. Blade incised ANDRIA FARARA, indicates the blade 
is of high quality, contained within a copper gilt mounted leather scabbard. The  upper 
mount of the scabbard with maker’s panel for A. Cunningham, South Bridge, 
Edinburgh, is further engraved with a stand of arms, the family crest and an 
inscription. The purchase was supported by the National Fund for Acquisitions. 

This, and all the illustrations, on pages 2-5, and 26, 28 and 29, are reproduced with 

the kind permission of the Clan Donald Lands Trust. 
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The earliest map in the collection is a map of Scotland as perceived at 
the time. The Scotia Tabula by Abraham Ortelius c. 1590,  shows the 
West of Scotland at the top rather than the usual North. Skye  does not 
have the winged appearance we know today but some places are 
recognisable 

This map is just one of a good collection of early Scottish maps by 
famous map makers such as Timothy Pont and engraver J. Blaeu; 
including their Skia vel Sliana, The Yle of Skie c. 1663. Later maps 
include a map of Lochaber by H. Moll from 1725 and A new and 
accurate map of Scotland with the Roads, published by Thomas Brown 
in 1801. The collection also holds a number of nautical charts of the 
seas around Skye.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Of great historical interest are those maps delineating military action, 
such as “A plan of the field of battle and the adjacent country with the 
orders of His Majesties Army under the command of His Royal Highness 
William Duke of Cumberland… as drawn up on the 16 April 1746 at the 
engagement the rebels near Culloden House and also a plan of the 
Rebel Army with their commanders distinguishing each Clan with their 
numbers brought on to the field” by Anon.  

Scotia Tabula 
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And a “general map of Great Britain wherin are delineated the military 
operations in that Island during the years 1745 and 1746 and even the 
secret routes of the Pr [Charles Edward Stuart] after the Battle of 
Culloden until the escape to France“, with an abstract and chronological 
table of events, engraved by John Finlayson, 1746. 

The Library also holds a great many maps of Skye. One favourite is the 
hand-drawn Stobie map. In the 1760s Sir James Mor Macdonald, 9th 
Laird of Sleat and 2nd Baronet, commissioned a surveyor from the 
Borders, Mathew Stobie (fl. 1758-1807), to produce a map of his whole 
estate on the Isle of Skye. Over a two-year period Stobie produced five 
area maps. They were made by sticking large sheets of paper onto a 
backing piece of linen to produce a large area on which to draw and paint 
the maps.  

 

On his maps, Stobie shows the boundaries of each township, the area of 
cultivated ground and also buildings. The runrig system of farming by a 
group of joint tenants that was in place at that period is evident in the 

Broadford, Harrapool, Skulamus and Breakish c.1766 Stobie 
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pattern of cultivated ground shown on the maps. At this time the tenants’ 
houses were usually grouped together. The detail of the drawing is 
fascinating, portraying the different terrain of the island, drawings of 
boats and even of sea-monsters! 

Place names were often spelt differently on different maps and 
documents. The surveyors did not have Gaelic so they took down the 
names phonetically. It was not until the Ordnance Survey maps of the 
late nineteenth century that official standardisation was introduced. We 
feel very privileged to hold these unique Stobie maps in the Museum 
collection. Unfortunately, they are too large and fragile to go on public 
display. 

The collection contains early Ordnance Survey maps of Skye that have 
been annotated by the Macdonald Estate officers to show boundaries of 
farms and individual crofts. The image of the 6-inch Ordnance Survey of 
Harrapool is a colourful example; following the survey of 1881 the  crofts 
are clearly marked and numbered (on some maps crofters’ names have 
been added too). The way the land is divided has undergone a dramatic 
change since the Stobie map was drawn.  

 

 

Harrapool 1881 
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Not only are these maps a rich resource for historians they are a boon to 

those seeking their family history when read in conjunction with the 

Estate rental records and our other family records. A recent enquirer 

wanted to verify the location of Collimore, a place-name missing from 

current Ordnance Survey maps. We were able to provide a scan of the 

old estate map of Sconser and Coullimore showing the layout of 

numbered lots. The rental records from the Macdonald Estate archives 

confirmed where his family had lived. 

If this article prompts you to look more closely at maps as a fascinating 
source of history, then you may be interested to know that the National 
Library of Scotland has an excellent website providing access to images 
of digitised maps at https://maps/nls.uk/ 

Sign up for our Armadale eNewsletter on our website                      

https://www.armadalecastle.com/ 

And follow us on  

 

Clan Donald Lands Trust, Scottish Charity SC007862 

Donation by the Society to Kilmore Church, Sleat 

Kilmore Church is currently trying to raise £105,000 to purchase and 
fit new windows. Fundraising efforts are going well and, in addition to 
grants awarded, the community campaign has raised over £10,000
(online and offline). The CDSH&I has donated £250. 
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President’s Message 
 
A fresh think about directions and priorities 
…where are we going, what are we doing, 
where is life leading us? 
 
The men were working on the boats propped 
up on the side at Fortrose Harbour. Normally 
they are launched at Easter, but not this year. 
One of them said they wouldn’t be in the water 
again till April 2021. 
 
That’s what the Covid-19 pandemic has done for sailing on the Black 
Isle in the Highlands. 
 

Clan Donald is in a similar boat. Basically the pandemic means 
nothing else is being launched this year. It has knocked all activities 
on the head. Very regrettably there is nothing happening in the 
Society, not even the Ceilidh in November. 
 

The enforced lock-down has also made all of us think about our 
priorities - where we are going, what are we doing, where is life 
leading us etc. 
 
It has certainly done this for me, and back in June I came up with 
some thoughts which I circulated to the Society Council for discussion 
and consideration.  
 

On the 29th July the Council was able to respond with a very positive 
‘virtual’ meeting by Zoom. This was a first time using Zoom technology 
and it proved very successful. 
 
Basically there is a need for more people on the Council, in particular 
for a new President and Secretary by the AGM in May 2021. 
 

On a personal front by that time I will have served on the council for 
five years and as President for four. I have given notice that for 
various reasons I plan to retire by that point. Our very able Treasurer 
Stephen McKeown retires this year and apart from anything else has 
had a pretty tough time managing the affairs of a safari park in 
Berkshire. This was made even harder by the Covid lock-down and 
the absence of visitors, meaning no income. Obviously with his 
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retirement there is a need for a new Treasurer, and although there is 
somebody who has indicated a willingness to serve we can’t divulge 
any names, but we value your support in the process. 
 
For the last 20 years or so Lois MacDonell has done an amazing job 
personally organising activities at the annual Culloden Battlefield 
commemorations in April. She started this with her late husband 
Donald but has given notice that 2021 will be the last time she does 
so. Basically, it involves organising Clan Donald events at the 
Battlefield site and then a lunch afterwards. 
 

At the July Zoom meeting the ouncil agreed to take on organisation of 
the Battlefield side of things but there was no decision about the 
lunch. 
 

The Clan Donald Society of the Highlands and Islands has now been 
some 10 years in existence and thanks largely to Lois’ initiative and 
enthusiasm has done an excellent job in furthering the interests and 
visibility of Clan Donald not only in the Highlands and Islands, but also 
world-wide. There has also been valuable networking with Clan 
Donald interests globally. Apart from anything else Lois has done and 
continues to do a brilliant job putting together the magazine,              
A’ Bhirlinn. But it is a huge job. 
 

It seems to me there are two main options:  
We plan for CDSH&I to continue with some new Council 

members and a new President and Secretary in 2021. 
We plan to start winding-down CDSH&I operations and possibly 

hand-over our assets to a like-minded organisation or share 
with other organisations. 

 

At the July Zoom meeting it was agreed to hold a virtual Zoom AGM at 
7.00pm on Saturday 24th October. By aiming for 7.00pm it was hoped 
that any of you from overseas could take part if you so wished. 
 

By that time this ‘State of the Nation’ article in the magazine will have 
been published and given us all 3-4 weeks to consider thoughts and 
ideas. Please let contact@clandonald.org know if you would like to be 
included in the virtual AGM and you will be sent the appropriate 
‘invitation’ nearer the time. 
 

The July ouncil meeting was in agreement that these ideas should be 
expressed and was hopeful to see the Society continue with more on 
the Council, with enthusiasm and with increased overall membership. 
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CDSH&I virtual AGM 

via ZOOM 

7 pm Saturday 24 October 

Please advise the Society if you would like to receive a 
Zoom invitation from the President to attend 

All members welcome 

contact@clandonald.org 

It was reported by our Membership Secretary that 50% of the 
membership is overseas, 50% in the UK. 10% of the total is in the 
Highlands.  
 

Among questions the Council would like to brain-storm are:  
 1) How to get the word out locally. 
 2) Possible membership-offers to attract more people. 
 3) Find somebody or create a sub-committee to develop historical 
aspects of Clan Donald. 
 4) Develop educational interests with Clan Donald through the 
Education Department or other educational organisations such as 
University of the Third Age (U3A). 
 5) Consider developing more regional centres for Clan Donald 
members, such as  West Highlands. 
 6) Consider a change of name to the Clan Donald Society of 
Scotland, with a possible change in the constitution to reflect a 
change in the purpose of the Society. 

 

It was agreed that these are ideas to be considered but the priority is 
creating a viable Council membership and for this we value your 
support and ideas. Please feel free to send me any ideas you may 
have in advance of the meeting. The Society is for the members and 
the Council needs to know what members want and think. 
 
William Mather 

mailto:contact@clandonald.org
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Massacre of Glencoe Remembrance 2020 

 
The 13th day of February 1692 is a date that should be engraved on 
every MacDonald’s heart. That far-off day itself had been one of 
deadly, freezing weather and snow-choked passes for those fleeing 
the Massacre in which a regular unit of the British Army, on the orders 
of the Secretary of State for Scotland and at the command of King 
William II, conducted an attempted cleansing of the Clann Iain Abrach 
MacDonalds. This was nothing less than murder under trust and a 
deliberate breach of the ancient custom of Highland hospitality by the 
officers and soldiers who had been quartered in the Glen and, for 
political reasons, had ‘broken bread‘ with their victims.  

The plunging bayonets, the fusillades of shots and the sacking and 
burning of houses left over 30 clanspeople dead and an unknown 
number perishing from hunger and the cold weather as they fled. 

For over 300 years, this event has been etched into the folk memory 
of Scotland and has been formally remembered in the Glen by Clan 
Donald and local people since at least the beginning of the 20th 
century. 

This year 2020 was no exception. It was a sombre day of rain, with 
the mist sweeping low on the peaks and ridges. 

The MacDonalds of Glencoe were Episcopalians. It, therefore, 
seemed opportune to be in St Mary’s Church, Glencoe in the 
presence of the Blessed Sacrament:  to kneel, confess our sins and 
pray for the repose of those who died.  

The Reverend Canon Simon Mackenzie, a Gaelic speaker and priest 
at Christ Church Lochgilphead, celebrated in a bi-lingual Requiem 
Eucharist. He also preached a thought-provoking sermon on 
reconciliation and was particularly touched in meeting MacDonald 
members from Fife whom he had married in the previous year and 
who had themselves experienced times of joy and great sadness in 
the previous year.  

The March to the Memorial with pipes sounding and banners fluttering 
in the cold wind was as stirring as ever.  

Quite apart from members of the Clan Donald Society of the 
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Highlands and Islands, there was a pleasing turn-out of those from 
near and far who wished to remember, including representatives of 
the Glencoe Heritage Trust and National Trust for Scotland.  

A short but dignified service, both in Gaelic and in English, was 
conducted by Father Simon and Brigadier John Macfarlane, followed 
by a wreath-laying in the driving rain at the Memorial. We bowed our 
heads for a poignant silence which was broken by the pipe-music of a 
young local piper who played the ùrlar of a very tuneful classical 
Lament, a tune composed for all, then and now, who have lost their 
lives through the cruelty of man and the forces of nature. The Clan 
Donald wreath was sponsored by Clan Donald Australia and laid by 
Ann McGhee. 

The ceremony was followed by a memorial lunch at the Glen Coe 
Hotel, where Lois MacDonell of Glengarry graciously presided.   

It was a fitting close to a day of remembrance for those who died or 
were mentally scarred by the tragic events of 1692 .  

As the old Gaelic blessing says: An cuid de Phàrras dhaibh!  (May 
they share in their corner of Paradise!) 

 

John Macfarlane 
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Battle of Culloden Commemoration 2020 

This year coronavirus and the ensuing health and movement 
restrictions brought about  the cancellation of numerous events 
including the annual commemoration at the Culloden Cairn hosted by 
the Gaelic Society of Inverness and our own commemoration 
organised by Lois MacDonell at the Clan Donald Grave Markers. 

A chance conversation with 
Lois before the lockdown 
alerted me that Canon Mel 
Langille would be attending 
on the 16th as he had done 
so many times before to 
remember his own fallen 
ancestors and indeed all 
those who had lost their 
lives, culture and way of life 
on that tragic day.  My own 
duties were to take me to 
Culloden on the same day 

and I arranged with Mel to be there at the same time. 

9am on the 16th of April 2020 brought  Mel and me to Culloden 
Battlefield in our separate professional capacities.   When I arrived the 
field was deserted except for the occasional dog walker; however I 
could see Mel in the distance approaching the Cairn in his priestly 
attire.  My business of the day was to play a Lament on the Jacobite 
Lines, a long standing arrangement with a staunch Jacobite and once 
frequent attendee at the Culloden Commemorations.  As I walked past 
I could see Mel sat at the back of the Cairn deep in his own private 
contemplation, facing directly towards Fortrose and the Black Isle with 
the hills of Ross and Sutherland in the distance. 

My own duty went well, the weather was kind, far removed from the 
conditions encountered by the Jacobite Army 274 years before.  My 
tune The Massacre of Glencoe, always one of my favourites, filled the 
empty landscape and engrossed in the tune it was difficult not to 
imagine walking through the ghosts of the Jacobite Army.  Not directly 
related to the ’45, the tune commemorates an infamous event at the 
beginning  of the Jacobite Risings.  I often wonder how many from 
Glencoe, if any, stood that day and perhaps remain on the field at 
Culloden. 
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Our respective duties completed, Mel and I met at the Cairn and 
decided to pay our respects at the various Clan Donald markers.  Mel 
conducted prayers at each site while I played a lament. 

Our job done, we made our way back to our cars and home.  
Ironically, an NTS Official seemed less than happy with our visit, 
which in some ways is unsurprising given the continuing insult to Clan 
Donald of having to walk down the Government Lines to access our 
grave markers.  Looking at the surrounding landscape and the fact 
that this area would have been intensively farmed and grazed by the 
people of the time, one would wonder why any army would choose to 
fight on or even manage to make its way through NTS's vision of the 
terrain.  

I would like to thank Councillor Duncan MacPherson, whose mother 
was a MacDonell from Lochaber, for the photograph. 

Sandy MacDonell, the Society’s Piper 

Glenfinnan Games cancellation 

On the day when the 2020 Glenfinnan Games should have been held, the 
Society was sent this photo in an email from Jane Mitchell, Secretary of  the     
Glenfinnan Gathering, ‘as a wee symbol to mark what would have been the 
Games’s 75th anniversary’. 
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My Moor Family from Glencoe to America 
Kathy Lee Bruyere 

Glencoe Massacre 

John Moor, Sr., born Glencoe, County Argyll, Scotland in 1648, was 
shot dead in his garden in the early morning of February 13, 1692. He 
was one of about 30 other Clan Donald members who were murdered 
during the Glencoe Massacre. John Moor, Sr. was my eight times 
great-uncle and his story lives on in family histories and genealogy in 
America. 

John’s wife, believed to be named Elizabeth, was full-term with her 
third child on the morning of the massacre. Their daughters, Elizabeth, 
four, and Beatrix, two, were asleep in their beds. The couple’s servant 
gathered up the girls and rushed off with them to hide in the snow-
covered mountains. John’s widow covered her dead husband with a 
cloth and hurried off to hide in a malt kiln (corn mill) near her home. 
She hid because she was too heavy with child to run away with the 
others. She gave birth to a son, John Jr., that night. Three days later 
she returned to her house with her newborn and saw that her 
husband’s body had been removed. Her servant and daughters were 
nowhere to be found. 

Antrim 
John’s widow sent word to her husband’s brother, Samuel Moor, born 
1655 in Glencoe. Samuel moved to Antrim, Ireland in 1678 to settle on 
land granted years earlier to Randall MacDonell for Scottish 
settlement. Samuel is my seven times great grandfather. He married 
Mary in Ireland and had two sons, Samuel Jr., born 1680, and John, 
born 1683. Samuel arranged for his sister-in-law to travel to Antrim. 
Samuel later located the servant and his nieces and brought them to 
Antrim by 1694. 

Passage to Londonderry in New Hampshire 
Samuel’s sister-in-law and niece Elizabeth died in Ireland. In 1720 at 
age 65 Samuel moved his wife, son Samuel Jr., his adopted nephew, 
John Jr., and adopted niece, Beatrix, from Antrim, Ireland, to settle in 
Londonderry, New Hampshire, to a land grant area designated for 
Scottish settlement. During passage on the ship Wolf, Samuel and 
family lost their property and money when their ship was overtaken by 
pirates. All lives of the 60 or so Antrim Scots were spared because the 
pirates’ hearts softened when Elizabeth Fulton Wilson gave birth to a 
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daughter, Mary, later known as “Ocean Born Mary.” 
 
In 1742 Ocean Born Mary married James Wallace/Wallis in 
Londonderry. Three of their sons, Robert, William and James Jr., 
married three of Samuel Moor’s great granddaughters, Jeanette, 
Hannah and Anna Moor, all sisters and my first cousins six 
generations removed. After her husband died, Mary moved to 
Henniker, New Hampshire in 1798 to live with her son William and 
wife, Hannah Moore Wallace.  

To read the myths and truth about Ocean Born Mary go to          
https://nutfieldgenealogy.blogspot.com/2009/10/ocean-born-mary-
londonderry-character.html 

Samuel became known as Charter Samuel Moor and his adopted 
nephew, John, as Charter John Moor when they settled in 
Londonderry. In 1723 Charter John married Jeanette “Jean” Cochran, 
born 1700 in Antrim, Ireland. Charter John and Jean had eight 
children including William Moor who married his cousin, Jane Holmes, 
the great-granddaughter of Charter Samuel Moor. Many of Charter 
John’s descendants settled in South Carolina, including Dorothy 
Moore Guess, his four times great granddaughter and my first cousin 
six generations removed. Dorothy was dedicated to recording the lives 
of the Moore family. 

Charter Samuel’s son, John, left Antrim and came to Londonderry in 
1724 with his wife, Janet Gray, and children Elizabeth, Daniel, Robert 
and William, my five times great-grandfather.  

My Moor Lineage 

1. Charter Samuel Moor 

2. John Moor (b.1683 Ireland, d.1774 Bedford, NH)  

3. William Moor (b.1717 Ireland, d.1789 Bedford, NH) William 
married Mary “Molly” Jack in Londonderry but moved his family to the 
English section of Bedford, New Hampshire rather than the Scottish 
section. He changed the spelling of Moor to the English version, 
“Moore”. Unfortunately, William was a slave holder. His recorded 
slaves were Peter and Titus. This description of William comes from 
The History of Bedford, New Hampshire from 1737. 

“He was one of the few people in Bedford to own ‘servants’. One - 
Peter - is buried here in the Old Bedford Cemetery with a stone 
erected by James Moore (William’s son). Another, Titus, is buried in 
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Legend 

l-r clockwise: 

Book cover by Dorothy 
Moore Guess 
 
Charter John Moor 
memorial stone 
 
Charter Samuel Moor 
memorial stone 
 
Kathy Bruyere 
 
Kathy’s great-grandmother,               
Lucinda Moore           
(1857-1817) 
 
Book inscription by   
Dorothy Moore Guess 
 
Dorothy Moore Guess 
 
Gravestone photos by 
Kenneth A Moore 
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the Beal's Road Cemetery (at the time, known as the South 
Cemetery), his stone erected with funds that Titus, himself, left to the 
town, although his last years were spent in the town poorhouse. He 
had bought his own freedom at 21 years old.” 

William Moore’s 1789 Last Will and Testament directed his son, 
James, to care for Peter, born 1751, died 1790. James set Peter free 
but he remained with the Moore family. James provided for Peter’s 
burial and headstone in the Old Bedford Cemetery where William was 
buried.  

I took the Ancestry DNA test. Besides confirming 11% Scottish DNA, 
the test revealed that I had two African-American 5th- 8th DNA 
cousins. The 5th to 8th cousin designation put our matches back to 
William Moore’s generation. I emailed the female DNA match with the 
surname “Williams”. She never replied to me. I found it interesting her 
last name was Williams. The second DNA cousin, named Finley, 
contacted me. He was tracing his ancestry for his children. Tracing 
slave ancestors is difficult because records listed them by first name 
or no name. We didn’t find our exact match even though Finley had 
Moore ancestors in his tree. I think Peter Moore was William’s son, or 
another Moore family member because of the care, freedom, special 
burial and the DNA test. William’s brother, Daniel Moore, owned a 
female slave named Dinah. A 1772 receipt from Robert Griffin 
disclosed that Daniel purchased a cow and a 23-month old Negro 
male named Bristo for 13 pounds, 6 pence. William Moor had a 
daughter, Jeanette born 1744 in Londonderry, NH, who married 
Alexander Jameson and moved to Cherry Valley, New York, where 
she died in 1830.  

Cherry Valley Massacre 
Cherry Valley was the site of the 1778 Cherry Valley Massacre. The 
Campbells and Clan Donald fought together to defend their village 
against the British and Iroquois Nation Indians during the 
Revolutionary War. About 30 civilians and 16 Continental soldiers 
were killed. Seventy prisoners were taken hostage. British Captain 
Walter N. Butler paid the Iroquois to free all prisoners except those 
named Moore and Campbell. Butler told them it was revenge for their 
acts against the King during the border wars in Scotland. 

A handwritten list for sale at Cowan’s auction house, dated November 
11, 1778, gives the names of massacre survivors including three 
members of a James Moore family and seven members of the John 
Campbell family who lived up the river from the village. Village 
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survivors included Col. Samuel Campbell, Lt. John Campbell, James 
Campbell and Clan Donald members named Dennison, Gault/Galt 
and Cook. The survivor list can be viewed at https://
www.cowanauctions.com/lot/revolutionary-war-document-listing-
survivors-of-the-cherry-valley-massacre-nov-11-1778-90795 

There is debate over the reason for the attack. Captain Butler said it 
was payback for Campbell and Moore actions against the King. Some 
claim the attack was Iroquois revenge for a Continental soldiers’ 
attack. Others say it was Clan Donald payback for the Glencoe 
Massacre because a Captain John McDonell led the attack.  

* * * * * 

Editor’s Note: Captain John McDonell of Aberchalder (c. 1758-21 
November 1809), who was born in Aberchalder, was not only a soldier 
but became a judge and political figure in Upper Canada. He was 
elected as the first speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Upper 
Canada. 

* * * * * 

My descendance from William continues:  

4. John (b. 1746 Bedford, d. 1839) married Elizabeth Miller.  

5. Robert Lyman Moore, Sr. (b.1788 Handcock, NH, d. 1844 
Ashtabula County, Ohio) married Hannah Bean (MacBean).  

6. William Moore (b.1822 St. Lawrence, Canada, d. 1885 Jefferson 
County, Wisconsin) married Mary Bliss.  

Dunbar Scottish Prisoners 

7. Lucina Moore (b.1857 Wisconsin, d. 1917 Minnesota) married 
Loren Laban Edmonds (b.1848 Massachusetts, d. 1915 Minnesota). 
Loren’s six times great-grandfather and my eight times great-
grandfather, William Edmonds, born 1610 in England, settled in Lynn, 
Massachusetts in 1632. He was an innkeeper but also worked for the 
Saugus Iron Works at Lynn. In December 1650, William was paid to 
“guide” 62 Scottish prisoners from Boston to the Saugus Iron Works 
and other enterprises. These Scots, some with Clan Donald names, 
were captured September 3, 1650, at the Battle of Dunbar. They were 
marched to London, sold as indentured servants and sent to Boston 
on the ship Unity. All were in poor health for the two-day march to 
Lynn. William Edmonds obtained a doctor to treat alongside the road 
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one prisoner named Davidson. William obtained a burial sheet for 
Davidson when he died. A list of these Scottish prisoners can be 
viewed at https://scottishprisonersofwar.com/george-sawin-stewart-
documents/ 

8. Leora Edmonds (b.1890 Wisconsin, d.1959 Minnesota) married a 
Norwegian, Simon Pedersen Ostlie Lee.  

9. Richard Lyle Lee (b.1924 Minnesota, d.1984)  

10. Kathy Lee (b.1949 Minnesota) married Dr. Harold Bruyere. 

I am a member of the Charlotte County Genealogical Society of Port 
Charlotte, Florida USA.  I recently joined the Clan Donald Society of 
the Highlands and Islands. I am proud of my Glencoe roots and I 
welcome contact from CDSH&I members to discuss and share 
information. Please contact me, Kathy Lee Bruyere, at 
wyolady2002@yahoo.com  

 

Editor’s note: 

It is possible that the name Moor(e) was originally Mòr or Mhòr, 
meaning ‘big’ in Gaelic. The Glencoe Heritage Trust considers this a 
possibility, but it cannot be proved one way or the other. There is no 
Moore name in Clan Donald. 

 
 

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

Angela Phillips  -  Kingsport, Tennessee, USA 

Colin Ian Macdonald Macmillan  -  London 

Patrick Joseph Swint  -  London 

Callum MacDonald  -  Fraserburgh, Scotland 

Marcel Ulverskiold  -  Nordstierneheim, Lessebo, Sweden 

Kathy Lee Bruyere  -  Port Charlotte, Florida, USA 

Walter T. Pitts  -  McIntosh County, Georgia, USA 
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BATTLE OF FALKIRK MUIR (1746)  

Proposed Museum and Visitor Centre 

 
Roddy Tulloch and his daughter, Alison, have been working on a 
project to construct a building to house a museum and visitor centre to 
commemorate the Battle of Falkirk Muir since late 2015. They are now 
in the position that a prospectus has been issued and they have given 
their permission for the Society to make use of the material. 

 

Battle of Falkirk Muir – Visitor Experience 1746 – ‘Our Vision’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Introduction 

When most people think of the Jacobite period of Scottish history, they 
think of Bonnie Prince Charlie. Many will know about the Battle of 
Culloden and some may have heard of other encounters such as the 
Battles of Killiecrankie and Sheriffmuir. 

A fact that is less well known is that the largest Battle of the ‘45 Rising, 
and perhaps of the whole Jacobite period, took place on Falkirk Muir, 
to the south-west of the town of Falkirk, on a cold, wet and windy late 
Friday afternoon on 17th January 1746. 

As many as 18,000 combatants may have been involved on the day, 
with broadly equal numbers on both sides. The outcome was a victory 
for the Jacobite supporters of Charles Edward Stuart. However, this 
proved to be the final victory for the followers of the Stuart cause, 
which was effectively ended on Culloden Moor three months later. 
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Whilst the Visitor Centre will focus on the events of 17th January 1746, 
it will also explore the broader context of the entire Jacobite period 
from the accession of James VII in 1685 until the death of Henry 
Benedict in 1807. 

The prospectus outlines the range of work that has so far been carried  
out in relation to the £8M project, which aims to establish an 
exceptional visitor attraction that will inform, educate and entertain 
visitors of all ages and with different levels of knowledge of Jacobite 
history. 
 
The prospectus can be viewed here: /https://drive.google.com/file/
d/1TR_GYvOx_WGoM6bc_bflx8py9nXpnGws/view 

The building will comprise the following areas: 

(1) A museum space (2) An exhibition room for temporary exhibitions 
(3) A shop (4) A café (5) An education/function suite  (6) A reference 
library of Jacobite literature 

Whilst there is already a monument to commemorate the battle 
positioned at the south end of the ravine that parts of the two armies 
are supposed to have fought over, its location is close to the roadside 
and is on a bad bend of Lochgreen Road. 

The Trust’s proposal is to commission a new monument that will be 
built at the south-west of the site. This new monument will be seen in 
the distance by visitors entering the Centre, by looking along the 
corridor that separates the museum space from the café and shop.     

Prince Charles Edward Stuart 
‘Bonnie Prince Charlie’  

Tulloch Collection 

‘Old’ Glengarry  
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It will provide an area for visitors to remember 
the men who fought on both sides during the 
battle, and will become the focus for the 
annual battle commemoration. 

 
Historical background 
The 1745/46 rising was the fourth and final 
campaign in the Stuarts’ attempt to reclaim the 
throne from the Hanoverian monarchy. 
The first battle of the ‘45 took place at 
Prestonpans on Saturday 21st September  
1745. It lasted 15 minutes and was a 
convincing victory for the Jacobites.   

After spending the month of October in 
Edinburgh, the Jacobite forces decided to march on London. The army 
reached as far south as Derby, about 100 miles short of the capital, 
when, on 6th December 1745, the Highland Chiefs decided that, due 
to a lack of French and English Jacobite support, the army should 
head back to the comparative safety of Scotland. 

The second battle of the ’45 was fought as a rearguard action at 
Clifton Moor on 16th December. This was the last battle fought on 
English soil and is considered a victory for the Jacobites. 

On reaching Scotland, the Jacobite forces set up what turned out to be 
an unsuccessful siege of Stirling Castle. On Friday 17th January 1746, 
during the period of the siege, the army gave battle to the Hanoverian 
forces commanded by Henry Hawley on Falkirk Muir. The battle was 
fought on high ground to the south of Falkirk town centre. The armies 
collided at dusk in the cold sleet of a 
winter’s evening and the fighting lasted for 
less than an hour. 

The fighting ended with the Government 
army withdrawing to Linlithgow and then 
on to Edinburgh. The Jacobite forces 
spent the rest of the night and the next 
few days in Falkirk.  It is thought there 
were about 500 men killed during the 
fighting,  including about 50 of the 
Jacobite army. 

        Existing memorial 
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Within South Bantaskine House, which used to stand to the north of 
the site, there were three large magnificent stained glass windows. 
These depicted the Jacobite commanders, Lord George  Murray, 
Prince Charles and Lord John Drummond, the  ‘Soldiers of Fortune’.  
These windows were removed from the house before its demolition 
and it is hoped to have them installed at the entrance to the Visitor 
Centre.   

On Wednesday 16th April 1746 the two armies met again at Culloden 
Moor. This  time the newly reinforced Government army was 
commanded by the Duke of Cumberland, George II’s youngest son. 
The Government army was twice the size of the Jacobite army and on 
their fourth attempt the Government army secured an emphatic victory, 
which left about 1,500 Jacobite dead on the field of battle, and Prince 
Charles on the run until he and some clan chiefs embarked on 
L’Heureux, a  ship sent by Louis XV, and set sail for France.   

The  combination  of  this  emphatic defeat and the British Army’s 
subsequent actions towards the Highland population spelt the end of 
the ’45 Rising. Indeed, Culloden turned out to be the last battle fought 
by the Stuart supporters in their attempt to regain the throne for the 
Stuart dynasty.   

 * * * * * 

In order to deliver the project a Trust was established in 2018 which 
was granted charitable status by OSCR in 2019. 

The charitable purposes are: the advancement of the arts, heritage, 
culture or science. 

The charitable objects are: the advancement of heritage and culture by 
the preservation of the site of the Battle of Falkirk Muir which took 
place to the south of Falkirk. 

The Tulloch Collection 

Trustee Roddy Tulloch has accumulated a vast collection of 
exceptional and unique artefacts relating to the entire Jacobite period. 
Once the museum is established it will apply to the National Galleries 
of Scotland to have the collection recognised as “Nationally 
Significant”. 

Recently a number of items from the collection have been referenced 
in two PhD theses dealing with different aspects of Jacobite material 
culture.   
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The collection includes the following types of material: 

Swords, Scottish dirks, pistols and muskets from both sides of the 
conflict, bayonets, targes, powder horns, portraiture - including 
miniatures and engravings - 18th century Jacobite glass, Jacobite 
china and porcelain, rings - including portrait and memento mori rings 
- 18th century tartan, ribbon garters, fans, snuff boxes and pieces of 
clothing and sporrans, including a waistcoat worn by Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart. Personal items such as the Earl of Kilmarnock’s 
quaich, Prince Charlie’s riding  whip and a cooking pot used by 
Prince Charles while skulking in Glenmoriston after Culloden; 
Jacobite, Stuart, House of Orange and Hanoverian medallions; gold 
and silver touchpieces; 17th and 18th century letters, manuscripts, 
documents and maps. 

Next steps 

The prospectus (link on page 22 and on the CDSH&I website) has 
highlighted the progress that the Trust has achieved to date in 
working towards its vision of building a centre to commemorate the 
Battle of Falkirk Muir. The Trustees are keen to hear from interested 
parties who would like to find out more about supporting the project 
and their fundraising strategy. 
 
Acknowledgement 

The Society is grateful to Roddy Tulloch for granting us permission to 
make use of the contents of the prospectus. 
 
Footnote 

On the 27th January 2018 your Society 
attended the commemoration of the tragic 
death of ‘Young Glengarry’ the day after  
the Jacobite army had beaten the 
Hanoverian forces. He was killed by the 
accidental discharge of a captured 
Hanoverian musket in the hands of an 
innocent Jacobite soldier. The report of 
the commemoration can be found in Issue 
17 Spring 2018 along with more 
photographs in the Gallery archive.  

Roger Piercy 
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BOOK REVIEW 

SOMERLED:   

A KING IN EVOLVING SCOTLAND Somerled Rex Insularum 
ISBN: 978-1-912270-62-0 

Jűrgen Diethe  

Dr Diethe’s well-researched and thought-provoking small paperback 
emphasises the fact that there is very little to go on in terms of hard facts 
relating to Somerled. He reviews the ‘sources’, giving cogent reasons as to 
which version of events he thinks most likely. He states that Somerled - a 
name which in itself caught the author‘s attention - was the progenitor of 
several clans:  the MacDonalds, MacDougalls, MacRories (Ruaidhrí) and 
MacAllisters. Somerled was the original Lord of the Isles, though never 
actually called that. Somerled, who was the son of a Celtic father and a fair-
haired Norwegian mother, was nevertheless the saviour of Gaelic culture, 
having pushed back the Norwegian influence. He changed the balance of 
power away from the Isle of Man to the Hebrides. As can be seen below, 

Somerled held the nomenclature rex 
insularum, which is the Latin translation of the 
Gaelic rí Innse Gall, a title accorded to Kings 
of the Isles since the late 10th century. 
Somerled commanded forces drawn from 
Argyll, Kintyre, the Isles, and Dublin. His 
demise came fighting the Scots in the Battle 
of Renfrew in 1164. After Somerled’s death 
his sea and island empire fell apart. The 
chaotic situation which arose demonstrated 
how much his huge area of influence was 
built upon the strength and acumen of his 
personality. 

Lois MacDonell       

                  * * * * * 

Somerled Rex Insularum, a 19th-
century stained glass depiction of           
Somerled, at Armadale Castle. 

 

Jűrgen Diethe was born in 1947 in Germany 

and has lived on the Black Isle since 2001. 
Since completing a PhD in Political Science 
in 2006, he has written on a wide variety of 
topics, including the Picts. He has also 
published collections of poems in both 
German and English. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stained_glass
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armadale_Castle
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University of the Highlands and Islands awards an 

Honorary Fellowship to John Macdonald, Rogart 

John, a life-long resident in Rogart, has 
been a local historian for over 50 years  
and is a prodigious author. He continues  
to serve his local community in 
Sutherland through his work in history, 
music and crofting politics, to support 
community education, academic 
research, public service and cultural 
work. His intimate knowledge of place, 
attributes and histories of life in the early 
and mid-twentieth century have appeared 
in his several publications, particularly his 
2006 book 'Rogart: The Story of a 
Crofting Parish'.  His crofting 
observations feature in a monthly column 
in Am Bratach magazine. 

John was instrumental in the setting up of a heritage society in Rogart, 
the Sutherland Accordion and Fiddle Club, and was a first council 
member of the Scottish Crofters Union. Motivated to bring people 
together and widen knowledge locally, he actively contributed to the 
organisation of ceilidhs, excursions and learning. 

John has also collected an archive of photographs, stories and 
artefacts, which were used in his many public talks and led walks. He 
has encouraged many people to understand more about their local 
histories, and the archaeology of the ground beneath their feet. He is 
also a mentor of postgraduate students, helping to show how they can 
apply their theoretical knowledge to 'on the ground' evidence. 

Vice Principal, Research and Impact, University of the Highlands and 
Islands Professor Neil Simco, presented the award to John for his 
work in history, music and crofting politics, to support community 
education, academic research, public service and cultural work for 
over fifty years. 
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Society’s donation to the Museum of the Isles for 
the purchase of conservation materials 

The Council voted unanimously to make a donation of £1,000 to the 
Museum of the Isles, specifically for conservation materials. Meghann 
Logue, the new Museum Curator has written as follows:  

I am delighted to introduce myself as Curator at 
Armadale Castle and Museum of the Isles. 
Before beginning at the museum in March I was 
the sole curator for Argyll and Bute, with 
responsibility for the council’s fine art, 
archaeological, natural history, social history and 
civic collections.  

I am incredibly excited and grateful to be working 
with the wonderful collections here at Museum of 
the Isles. As Curator, one of my primary 
responsibilities is the care and conservation of 

the objects under our management. Before lockdown began at the end 
of March, Sue Geale, Museum Manager, and I sat down and developed 
a workplan to help us progress towards re-accreditation. One of the 
agreed primary goals was to undertake a full collections review to 
assess every object in the museum collection and lay the foundation for 
future collections’ care and conservation, documentation, and eventual 
digitisation.  

Only two weeks’ later we were forced to re-evaluate our plan. How 
could we continue to provide collections care for our objects as the 
country went into lockdown? Without remote access to environmental 
monitoring data it was necessary to perform onsite checks to ensure 
that the temperature and relative humidity levels in the museum 
galleries and collections’ store were not exceeding recommended 
levels. These checks were conducted twice a week and permitted us to 
carry out more practical, everyday tasks such as emptying 
dehumidifiers, cleaning, and monitoring pest levels. It also allowed me 
to continue working on the collections review.  

Collections reviews generally take place every few years and assess 
the status and condition of objects in a specific collection, or in the 
museum as a whole. The Museum collection consists of a range of 
broad categories – weapons and militaria, decorative arts, costumes 
and textiles, art works on paper – supported by a library of manuscripts 
and archives, antiquarian books, and secondary reference material. The 
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key aim of the collections review is to achieve a 
clear and accurate picture of the contents of the 
museum collection, their condition, significance, 
provenance, and storage requirements.  

One of the earliest identified areas for 
development was the preventive conservation 
and storage of objects in the collections store. 
Thanks to the generous donation from the Clan 
Donald Society of the Highlands and Islands, I 
was able to order some much-needed 
conservation materials to ensure our collections 
receive care and attention.  

My goal is to use these conservation materials to repackage and 
reorganise the collections’ store. Included in the order is plenty of acid- 
free tissue paper, storage boxes, humidity monitors, pest traps, and 
Paraloid B-72, all of which will be invaluable for collections’ care and 
conservation. The donation has also allowed me to purchase plastazote 
sheets to sculpt and line the drawers of a display case in Gallery B, 
enabling the display of smaller objects such as medals and coins. Due 
to COVID-19 there has been a slight delay in despatching our order but 
I expect to receive it soon and am eager to continue the project.  

I would like to extend my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to the 
Society for their support of the museum and its collections. I hope to 
keep you updated on our progress in the coming months as we 
continue with our work. 

Meghann Logue 

Tartan doll pincushion. - 1950s 

This 18th C. snuff mull, once belonged to 

Flora Macdonald. It was given to Lady 

Macdonald by Hugh Peter Macdonald of 

Monkstadt, a descendant of Flora     

Macdonald and one of Lord Macdonald's 

tenants in the north of Skye. When the 

Scottish physician and antiquarian John 

Alexander Smith visited Armadale Castle in 

1856/57, Lord Macdonald showed him a 

few of his prized possessions, and this 

snuff mull was included. The size and 

delicate form of the horn indicates it was 

made to be used by a woman.  
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A letter from Maureen Moore 

Pocahontas, Somerset County,  Western Pennsylvania   

Learning My First Pìobaireachd:  Glengarry's Lament 

July 28, 2020 

 

Dear Clan Donald, 

First of all, let me explain that I am no professional piper. I started piping back 
in 2015, after quitting 15 years prior as an intermediate beginner. I had 
forgotten most everything and wasn't sure I could actually play again.   

In the Spring of 2017, I started trying to learn my first - and to date my only -
Pìobaireachd,  called Glengarry's Lament. 

After several months of trying to learn it, it occurred to me that I did not know 
anything about the history of the tune I was trying to learn. After all, I couldn't 
spell Pìobaireachd, let alone play it! I had been trying to learn this 
complicated style of piping music on and off, with and without help of an 
instructor.  There was no consistency with studying with an instructor.  I was 
on my own, so it was a very slow process!  

Still, I kept asking myself: who was this "Glengarry" person? 

Turning to the internet for help, I started searching online about it. The tune 
was written for Alastair Ranaldson MacDonell, the 15th Chief of Glengarry, by 
his own piper, Archibald Munroe, for the Chief's funeral. I read there may 
have been a couple thousand Highlanders in attendance at his funeral and 
more than one piper could have been playing it. Once I learned that, I started 
reading more about him and the history of the MacDonells of Glengarry.  

While reading different articles about it online in 2018, I accidentally stumbled 
upon rare documents up for sale at a book store in NYC. I just couldn't 
believe it. Not wanting these rare, irreplaceable documents to fall into the 
wrong hands, I immediately alerted The Museum of the Isles at Armadale and 
Clan Donald. The museum luckily acquired these documents, which can now 
be seen at the museum on Skye. They are in the Chief's own hand and also 
include his death notice. 

Editor’s note: The acquisition of these documents was reported by the 
Museum Manager in the Spring 2019 edition of A’ Bhirlinn 

From that day on, after reading his letters myself, I seemed to have changed 
my outlook on the tune; the Pìobaireachd took on a new meaning. I never felt 
the same way trying to play it again.  

In 2019, I found a very wonderful instructor named Robert Beaton. He is an 
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amazing piper and has helped me to correct any mistakes I was doing and 
needed correcting!   

After starting to learn the tune over 3 years’ ago, it has at last started to flow. 
I owe the improvement to my instructor Robert Beaton, myself practising, and 
knowing the history of the tune. I now knew who "The Glengarry" was.  I think 
finding the rare documents helped me further to improve my playing of this 
tune. 

Now, when I pipe it, I feel emotional and I somehow feel the spirit of "The 
15th Chief of Glengarry" present with me. 

This tune was played at his funeral and should always be played seriously 
and with the deepest respect.  

I think he knows that and I will never forget to play it in this manner.   

May he Rest In Peace.  

Maureen Moore 
--------------------------------------  

Notable Competition Achievements when playing: Glengarry's Lament 

Ligonier Highland Games 2018 - Bronze 3rd place Medal   

Carnegie Mellon 
University Virtual Solo 
Piping Championships. 
May 2020: Judged by 
Jimmy (MBE) & Joyce 
MacIntosh -1st Place 

Capital District Youth 
Pipe Band Virtual Solos. 
May 9, 2020: 4th Place 
(out of 13)  

Ohio Scottish Games 
Virtual Solo Piping 
Championships. June 28, 
2020:  
Bronze Medal -3rd Place   

 

Ohio Valley Branch 
Virtual Solo Piping 
Championships: July 
2020 (Group B) 
Gold Medal -1st Place 
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