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President’s Message 
Challenging Times! 

The lockdown has been an extraordinary time of 
contraction and challenge. We have simply not been 
able to do anything. There was no annual outing, no 
Ceilidh, and all we could do for the Glencoe 
Commemoration was organise a wreath. None of us 
was able to be there. 

All the same we are so thankful for all the global 
Clan Donald connections and for the way modern 
technology has made it possible for us all to 
communicate. What could we possibly do without 
social-media, emails and now Zoom?  

Thankfully your Clan Donald council has been able to meet recently on 
Zoom. We are now a healthy group of nine with a good European balance. 
This includes council-member Henrik Hjortshoj from Denmark and Ronald H 
Groen van Abstdale as Vice-President from Holland. Ronald likes to be called 
Ron Green for short! 

We have all been very saddened by the news that our Clan Chief, Ranald 
MacDonell died on 30th January and I wrote for the Clan Donald mailing, web
-site and Facebook: “It is with great regret that we bring you the news that our 
Clan Chief, Ranald MacDonell very sadly died in his sleep over the weekend 
following his long battle with cancer. His stepmother Lois MacDonell has 
asked that the news be shared. His wife Carolyn informed the Clan Donald 
Chiefs who responded with a letter on their behalf by Major Bruce Macdonald 
of the High Council of Clan Donald, Armadale Castle, Isle of Skye. They write:  

“It is with regret that the High Council announces the death of Aeneas 
Ranald Euan MacDonell of Glengarry, 23rd Chief of Glengarry on 30th 
January 2021 at Saint Catherine’s Hospice in Crawley, Surrey, England. 
He is survived by his wife, wife, Carolyn; his daughters Fiona Jane and 
Victoria Ann; his grandchildren Sam and Phoebe; his brother Patrick; 
sister Lindsay; half-brother James; half-sister Penny. . . More 
information will be shared as it is released by the family. Many of us will 
remember Ranald with great fondness for his friendship, his gentle 
unassuming manner and wry sense of humour. He took seriously the 
leadership and responsibilities as Clan Chief, studied Clan Donald 
history and was present at many Clan activities. He will be greatly 
missed. Please remember the family in your thoughts and prayers.” 

I am really sorry that initially we did not get all the details quite right but 
thanks to Lois and Carolyn these were corrected for the above. We have 
been very touched by the many kind messages of goodwill for the family. A 
separate obituary is included in this newsletter.  
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This news was particularly distressing for Lois as two weeks before on 
January 15 she was rendered homeless by a terrible house-fire. Most of us 
will have heard through emails or social media how fire broke out in her 
house during that night. Thankfully she and her daughter Penny were alright 
as were Penny’s children, Vivienne and Mark. Her son James had just left a 
few days before for Nigeria to return to his Bible-translating work with the 
Pangu tribe. For him it has been particularly difficult to be so far away and 
not being able to help at all. 

The fire-brigade were magnificent and managed to contain the worst of it but 
the roof is open to the elements and water damage is considerable. The local 
response by community, church and the Clan Donald network, has been 
deeply heart-warming with neighbours providing accommodation and all 
sorts of practical help. They are now living in a temporary holiday-let in 
Fortrose and are able to continue email and mobile-phone contact. 

For Lois it has obviously been impossible to continue with this issue of A’Bhìrlinn 
so it is amazing that Chas Mac Donald has risen to the challenge and 
produced this on-line version. 

There is also a separate item in the newsletter about the fire. 

Please be remembering Lois and family in your thoughts and prayers. 

Yours ever 

William 

We are going to try a little thing this issue to uprate our historical 
knowledge transmission. A piece of random text from Donald J 

Castleton’s book Clan Donald will flow through the newsletter wherever there 
is a space. The sections are continuous (pp239-240) and can be read 
through. If this newsletter was ever a page turner ... ! [P239] … famous of the 
family, Sorley Buy. His inheritance in the Glens, acquired through John Mor's 
marriage with the Bisset heiress, was shortly to be increased by the conquest 
of a district known as The Route. A brief description of these regions may not 
be out of place at this point in our history if we are to understand the events 
that follow.  The Glens (or Glynnis) open on the sea at irregular intervals 

As many will know, there has been discussion as to whether the Society 
should change its purposes to cover the whole of Scotland, and therefore its 
name to The Clan Donald Society of Scotland. Your Council resolved at the 
26th February meeting to recommend this to the Society at the upcoming 
AGM. More information will be available on the website in due course, as we 
were to close to deadline to get a holistic statement together. So please keep 
an eye on that. 

Clan Donald . . . Scotland . . . ? 
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Aneas Ranald Euan MacDonell, 23rd of Glengarry, 
1941—2021 

Although Ranald lived more than 600 miles 
from his ancient clan lands, this counted for 
little when it came to representing his clansfolk. 
He succeeded his father, also Ranald, a highly 
decorated Spitfire pilot, in 1999.  From then on 
he took his responsibilities extremely seriously, 
becoming learned in Clan Donald history, and 
rarely missing an important clan event. 

Ranald was born on November 11th, 1941 and 
was educated at Bryanston School in Dorset. 
He studied Modern Languages at St. John’s 
College, Cambridge, before becoming a Director of London & 
Scandinavian Metallurgical Co. Ltd.. This company is a highly successful 
manufacturer of high specification metals and alloys and an 
acknowledged global leader in the metals industry. Representing this 
company, Ranald travelled worldwide, retiring at the end of 2001. He put 
his expertise for modern languages to good use, by teaching English as 
a second language to immigrants coming to live and work in the UK, from 
the extended European Union. For relaxation, he loved to sing first bass 
with his local choral society. 

In May 2002, Ranald married Carolyn Richardson and they made their 
home in Reigate. He has two daughters from his first marriage, Fiona 
Jane and Victoria Ann, and two grandchildren, all of whom survive him.  

Although Ranald lived a long way from his beloved Highlands, I was able 
to see him as often as time and distance would permit. He was an 
inspiration to those of us who wanted and worked towards a modern role 
for our clan, devoted to unity and a real purpose for all interested 
clansfolk worldwide.  

He was aware of the responsibilities that hereditary chiefs have in an 
ever changing, and sometimes cynical society. His quiet yet determined 
counsel was an inspiration to his fellow chiefs. As one of the hereditary 
trustees of The Clan Donald Lands Trust, his work in rewriting the 
original Deed of Trust has ensured our compliance with the very difficult 
and complicated legislation that governs charities. His legacy in this 
complicated, but important document will rightly endure. 

Obituaries 
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He attended as many Clan events as he could, and his presence at such 
gatherings was always widely appreciated by those of us who knew him. 
He was a great support to his stepmother Lois, his father’s widow, when 
she inaugurated an annual gathering to commemorate the fallen 
Highlanders at the Battle of Culloden. 

Ranald Glengarry was a wonderful man, a good friend, a wise and highly 
respected Chief, blessed with a presence and good humour, a true 
gentleman who will be sadly missed by all who knew and loved him. 

Ranald died on the 30th January, aged 79, after a long illness bravely 
borne, and was nursed in his final days by his loving wife, supported by 
his children. 

Godfrey, Lord Macdonald, High Chief of Clan Donald. 

Alasdair MacDhòmhaill, An Carnoch  

16-05-39 - 02-02-21 
‘S e bàs-chlàr ghoirid a bhidh ann seo, air sgath ‘s nach do choinneamh mi 
air Alasdair ach uair no trì. Ach, a dh’ aindeoin euslàint 
aige, dhearg e orm, dhearg diongbhaltas. 

Chaidh air a bhreith MacIain seo ach ceithir miosan ron 
Dàrna Cogadh Mòr, ‘s esan na chathach! ‘S e puing 
mhòr mhòr ris gun robh e na MacDhòmhaill mu 
dheireadh na bhreith san Charnoch, an còigeamh 
ginileach. Chan e ‘cuairt’ maoth-inntinniche a bh’ aige. 
Mar àlach nan Gàidheal, bha muighin san dualchas 
aige, ach muighin le fìor freumhan. Dh’ obair e air an tìr 
siud. Dh’fhas i e. 

Ach, dh’ fhàs esan ise, cuideachd. Nuair a thàinig 
aimsir a chaidh tìr a’ sgìre ri reic, ‘s suid le coltas thar-
leasachaidh san 2002, thòg Alasdair ‘s a bhean, Ros, 
An Urras Dualchas Gleann Comhann, am fearann a 
cheannach. Chaidh thògail an t-airgead, le coinneadh luchd-taic fìor 
thabhairteach. Ach chaidh an t-suim na thògail aig cunnaart ri Alasdair ‘s 
Ros. Ach ged an robh e cunnart fìor mhath a’ bh’ aca, chùm iad air adhart, 
agus bhuain iad. Ris an achd siud, tha fiach mhòr mhòr aig clann Dhòmhnaill dhaibh. 

Tha cuimhne agam air sgeulachdan leis ‘san taigh. Bha tè annsachd agam 
sgeulaithairealachd nan fitheach. Bidh iomach duibh gur faicinn dealbhan-
camara Bhoth Lagan Gharbh, fad air falbh aig ceann a’ bhealaich. Dh’ 
fhuirich Alasdair ‘s Ros an-siud, aig Allt na Feadh, far an robh Alasdair na 
bhuaichaille.Cò dhiu, latha a bh’ ann, thàinig na ùghdarrasan. Dh’ innis an 
ùghdarras ris a bha mòran fithich anns a’ ghleann. Mar sin, cha dh’ fhidir iad 
buachaille a choiseachd na leadan a h-uile latha riamh. Thuirt an ùghdarras 
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gun robh aig Alasdair meud nan caora a bheagaich, àite a dhèanamh don 
fhitheach. Bha … còmhradh ann. Bha puing aig Alasdair faisg air neo-
bhuaidhannteach: leis gun do dh’fhàs aireamhan fithich fhàd ‘sa bha 
Alasdair ann, agus na caorach aca, shaoil e nach robh cunnart riutha 
bhutha, ach leas. Dh’fhulaing na caoraich, na fithich, ‘s Alasdair. Bha e 
eòlach air gnothaich beatha. 

Ghabh còmhnaidh Alasdair a bhliadhna no dhà anns a’ Bhaile Ur na 
Granndach, fad bhon chearnag fhèin. Chaidh e gu taigh-altruim, leis gun 
robh obair a chùram a’ fàs thar-a-chòir aig Ros. Tha nighean aige, Elaine a’ 
fuireach san sgìre. Leis an rùn laidir aige, chaidh e às airson latha no dhà le 
Elaine ‘s a fear pòsda, Iain. Bha sin sin! Chuir an cèill Alasdair gun robh e 
na shuidheachadh, agus dh’ fuirich e a laithean mu dheireadh leis a 
theaghlach. Leis a bheòthaich seo bha gluasad aige nas fheàrr gus an latha 
ron chaochladh aige - a’ buadhaich mar as trice! 

Tha Alasdair a’ fàgail air a chùlaibh a bhean, Ros; mac, Alexander, 
agus;  nighean, Elaine. Is às lus na h-Alba a thàinig e, ‘s dòchas chan fhaic 
sinn a choltas a-rithist. 

Rud beag èile: tha an dealbh-camara fithich, gu h-iosal, airson Gleann 
Garraidh. Ach chaidh e an tògail aig Lagan Garbh / Allt na Feadh. Abair 
Fitheach Alasdair! 

Chas Mac Dhòmhnaill 

Runaire 

 

Alistair Macdonald, Glencoe 

16-05-39 - 02-02-21 

This will be a brief obituary as I only met Alistair three times. But, even in failing 
health, he made an impression of sheer determination, guts, and indomitability. 

This MacIain was born just four months before WWII began, and appropriately, 
he was a warrior! It was a point of great importance to him that he was the last 
MacDonald born in Glencoe - Carnoch, to be precise, and the fifth generation. 
This was not a sentimental ‘trip’ for him, though. Like many born Highlanders, 
Alistair had pride in his heritage, but a pride rooted in absolute reality. He 
worked on that land. It made him. 

But he made it, too. When part of the estate was being sold off, and there came 
a threat of overdevelopment in 2002, Alistair and his wife, Ros, started Glencoe 
Heritage Trust to raise money to buy the land. Along with some very generous 
contributors, the money was raised. But it was raised on Alistair and Ros’ 
cognisance. It was an immense risk, putting their circumstances in real jeopardy. 
But they got on with it and succeeded. For that the clan owes him and his 
helpers a true debt of gratitude. 
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I remember sharing tales with him at home on one of 
those brief encounters. A favourite was the 
paternalistic story of the ravens. Many of you will have 
seen pictures of Laggan Garbh cottage, away at the 
top of the pass. Alistair and Ros lived near there for a 
time, at Allt na Feadh, where he was a shepherd. 
Anyway, along came the authorities one day - I can’t 
remember which - and told Alistair that there was a 
very good population of ravens in the glen and hills 
opposite. Like, a shepherd who was on the hill day in 
day out hadn’t noticed. The authority declared that 
Alistair would need to reduce his stocking density to 
accommodate the ravens. There was a … discussion. 
Alistair’s point, pretty unassailable, was that the raven population had grown in 
the time he was there, with all his sheep, so it seemed his flock was rather less a 
threat than a probable benefit. The sheep carried on, as did the ravens, as did 
Alistair. He knew the business of life. 

Alistair spent the last couple of years in far away Grantown on Spey. He was 
admitted to a nursing home, as the trials of caring for his advancing Parkinson’s 
were becoming too great for Ros. Their daughter Elaine lives not far away. And, 
so, with characteristic determination, he escaped the clutches of the home for a 
few days to stay with Elaine and her husband, Iain. And that was that. Alistair 
declared himself ensconced, and spent his last 18 months with his family. He 
was somewhat reinvigorated and mobile until the day before he died - forever overcoming! 

Alistair is survived by his wife Ros, son Alexander, and daughter Elaine. He was 
of the flower of Scotland, and we may never see his like again. 

One other small thing: the raven photograph above was for Glengarry, but the 
image was taken at Laggan Garbh / Allt na Feadh. An Alistair raven! 

along the east coast from Glenarm northwards to Ballycastle and lead 
inland to the watershed between the coast and the valley of the river 

Bush. Dotted along this coast are the castles of Glenarm, Red Bay, Kinbane 
and Dunluce, whose names appear frequently in our narrative. The obvious 
meaning of the Glens is clear enough, but the Irish accounts refer to the 
Glynnis as wooded places, which no doubt they were at that time. The 
account given of Maclain's efforts to harry and destroy the sons of John 
Cathanach and their followers in Antrim makes mention of the difficulty of 
finding their enemies in the thick woodlands of the Glens. They were thus an 
ideal place for fugitives to hide and defy pursuit. • • The Route is described in 
the history of Antrim as the lands lying between the rivers Bush and Bann 
from the sea southwards to where the headwaters of the Bush join the Glens 
inland from Red Bay. This was the rich land of the ancient Dalriada of Ireland, 
and it is from the word Riada, or Reuda, that it takes its name, later to be 
transferred to the colony of Dalriada in Argyll which, as we know, was the 
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“Reminiscences of a Jacobite” 
A new book published in November 2020 ahead of the 
300th anniversary of Prince Charles Edward Stuart’s 
birth reassesses his life and legacy as a romantic failure, 
according to its author. 

Michael Nevin challenges the image of Bonnie Prince 
Charlie in some portrayals as an inept leader and 
alcoholic at the time of the Battle of Culloden. 

Mr Nevin proposes the prince was a “determined 
character” who did not descend into alcoholism until 
later in life when suffering from post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

Mr. Nevin’s book was published by Birlinn exactly 274 years after the 
prince, following his escape to France after Culloden, wrote to King Louis 
XV of France asking for 20,000 troops to complete what he saw as the 
unfinished business of the ’45 Rising. 

Mr Nevin, chairman of the 1745 Association, said: “I’m trying to balance 
what I regard as misconceptions about a number of things, including the 
prince’s character, motivation and chance of success. In Outlander, for 
example, he is portrayed as a rather weak and feckless adventurer who 
never had a chance of success. 

“It was not like that at all. His chances of success were quite high and he 
could well have completed the campaign. At the time of the Rising he was 
quite a determined character with a clear strategy to win back the throne 
which convinced a wide variety of quite experienced, intelligent men to back him.” 

He said history could have been different had troops and supplies worth 
around £6 million sent from France not been intercepted by the Royal Navy. 

“The reason they lost at Culloden was that they had no money for food, 
weapons or ammunition”, said Mr Nevin. “If the support had got through it 
would have been a very different story. Being well armed and well fed they 
could have won the battle.” 

Mr Nevin said the prince saw himself like his great uncle Charles II who 
lost the Battle of Worcester in 1651 but later ruled for a further 25 years: 
“He didn’t see Culloden as being the end, although that’s how we see it 
today. He felt he had come close to winning the war and if he had a few 
more troops could have gone back and finished the job.” 

 

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/reminiscences-of-a-jacobite/ 

Nevin, Michael, Reminiscences of a Jacobite, Birlinn, Edinburgh, 2020 
ISBN 9781839830099. £25 (H), £20 (e) 

https://birlinn.co.uk/product/reminiscences-of-a-jacobite/
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As most folks know by now, A’ Bhìrlinn’s editor, Lois MacDonell of Glengarry, 
suffered a terrible house fire in January. It was a great shock, especially with 
her daughter and grandchildren in the house. All got away safe, structural 
damage was bad, but movables are much less affected. However, a year out 
of home looms. 

Local community support has been bewildering. Likewise, William’s email to 
the Society has elicited far too great a response to fully include here. So, I’d 
like to present her son James’ response to William, and namecheck all who 
got in touch. Clan is something different, today, but it’s always meant support 
for those in need. 

“I had heard from my mother about the bad news. . It is very sad to see the 
photo but I am so thankful no-one was hurt and the structure of the house 
seems to be intact. Although there is a lot of smoke and water damage, it 
seems very few possessions may have been lost. It is encouraging to hear 
how so many folks have been giving so much help. So there is much to be 
thankful for, although obviously the whole situation is traumatic especially for 
my mother. My frustration is that I am not there to be of help and support and 
my phone/internet connections here are very temperamental right now. 
Thank you for your prayers for all of us. James.” 

 

Rachel Allan 

Rev. Amanda Fairclough 

Sara Grant 

Helen Hobson 

Julian Hutchings 

Rev. Canon Mel Langille 

William, Libby, & Hannah Mather 

Stephen McKeown 

Lord Godfrey and Lady Claire 
Macdonald of Macdonald 

Sir Ian Macdonald of Sleat 

Alaine Macdonald 

Andrew MacDonald 

Angus MacDonald 

Capt. Bill MacDonald 

Bill & Elizabeth MacDonald 

Glen MacDonald 

Margaret Ann Macdonald-Fraser 

Ann McGhee 
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glenaladalepei@gmail.com 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/753476258558061 
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MacDonells on the Pearl in 1773: A New Perspective 

On Monday, October 25, 1773 the 
New York Gazette and Weekly 
Mercury reported: 

On Monday last arrived the 
Ship Pearl, Capt. Tucker, in 6 
Weeks from Fort William, in 
the Highlands of Scotland, 
with a great Number of very 
respectable Passengers full 
of Health, and ready Money 
to purchase each Man his 
Freehold. They are justly 
esteemed a great Acquisition 
to this Province, in some Part of which they propose to settle. There 
are in the whole about 280 Souls, all of them, about a single Score 
excepted, of the Clan M’Donald, coming chiefly from fam’d Lochabar, 
and Glenmuir. 

The Pearl was a Niger class frigate laid down in 1762 that had recently 
served in the Gulf of St. Lawrence and Newfoundland, before returning to 
Portsmouth in 1772 for a refit. Four days earlier, on Thursday, October 
21, the New York Journal had reported: 

Monday last, the Ship Pearl, Capt. Richard Tucker, arrived here in 6 
Weeks and 6 Days from Glasgow, with 280 Passengers, many of 
whom, appear to be genteel People, of considerable Property: On 
the Passage, about 25 Children died of the Small-Pox. 

On October 28, the New York Journal printed the following extract, 
received from a correspondent in Boston, of a letter from Fort William 
dated August 20: 

Three Gentlemen of the names of M’Donald, having obtained a grant 
of lands in Albany, have embarked with their families and 400 
Highlanders from the counties of Glengary, Glenmorison, Urquhart, 
and Strathglass.---The hardships and oppressions of different kinds, 
imposed upon them by the landholders, having obliged them to 
abandon their native country, to which the women in particular were 
very averse; for that if their farms could but have afforded them 
bread and water, they would have been satisfied to stay at home. 

The “grant lands in Albany” turned out to be the Kingsborough Patent - 
about 50 miles from Albany - of Sir William Johnson, His Majesty’s 

Credit: Image courtesy of Ontario Art Gallery, 
Francis ‘Ross’ MacDonald collection. With thanks 

to Evelyn Goulet, Tioram Councillor, Council of 
Finlaggan. 
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Superintendent of Indian Affairs for the Northern District, about whom the 
New York Journal of October 24 stated: 

We have received by several Albany Vessels, the melancholy News, 
that Sir William Johnson, Baronet, lay dangerously ill at his House; 
and that last Thursday Evening, the large elegant House of his Son-
in-Law, Col. Guy Johnson, was struck, and set on Fire in two Places 
by Lightning; and there being none but Servants at Home, (as the 
Colonel and his Lady attended Sir William) the House and all it 
contained (except one Bed) were entirely consumed. 

Sir William would survive until 1774. The 50-plus Pearl families hastened 
north to join 17 others in Albany since May; at least eight more came from 
Glenmoriston in 1774. By November 14, 1773 Allan MacDonell was 
writing to Sir William Johnson from Albany in the following terms: 

(…) we have a great desire of Settling under your Wing and in which 
we may have a mutual Interest. You have large estates to make & 
we have influence over people tho at a distance that may be of 
consequence in Subsequent years. 

They were joining a substantial group already in America and Canada. Of 
170 soldiers who took their discharge from the 78th regiment (Fraser’s 
Highlanders) at Quebec in 1763, at least 17 had the surname MacDonell/
MacDonald. Simon Fraser of Culbokie, father of the eponymous explorer, 
was on the Pearl: his brother John, a half pay captain in the 78th, became 
a judge at Montreal in 1765. Their mother Margaret MacDonell of 
Ardnabie, an accomplished poet and contributor to James Macpherson’s 
Ossianic research, was brother to John MacDonell, 6th of Ardnabie, also 
on the Pearl with a large family. Ranald MacDonell of Ardnabie (John’s 
younger brother), whom family accounts also place on the Pearl, stated in a 
later claim for compensation as a loyalist that “he came to America in 1763”. 

On the day the Pearl’s arrival is reported, ‘Donald McDonald, 60th 
regiment’ is listed in the New York Gazette among those with poste 
restante awaiting them. Lieutenant Donald McDonald would become 
adjutant of his battalion in 1774. Lieutenant James McDonald of the 60th 
had served at Detroit during Pontiac’s rebellion and under Bouquet at 
Bushy Run before joining the Indian Department and acquiring land 
across from Sir William on Lake Sacandaga. He returned to England in 
1765 with Sir William’s son John and Lord Adam Gordon. Lieutenant 
Angus MacDonell of the 60th, who later settled with the Pearl group in 
Glengarry county, Upper Canada, was a son of Domhnull nan Gleann, 
the Donald MacDonell of Scotus killed at Culloden. 

Were these three brothers? We cannot say, though the circumstantial 
evidence is strong. Dr. Archibald McDonald of White Plains, New York 
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was almost certainly a brother of James. His son’s collection of 
revolutionary memoirs, The McDonald Papers, supports a Scotus link.1 It 
states that Archibald and his family came to America in 1757, when 
Archibald himself was twelve years old. Domhnull nan Gleann’s brother 
Allan MacDonell of Ardnalishnish and his family, as well as nephews 
‘Spanish’ John MacDonell of Crowlin, John ‘the King’ MacDonell and 
Alexander ‘McRail’ MacDonell, were also on the Pearl.  Allan’s son 
Lieutenant John MacDonell had been lieutenant in the 77th and also taken 
land in 1765 on Lake Sacandaga near Sir William. 

In addition, another Allan MacDonell – a merchant – had arrived in 1771 
to take up land near Fort Ticonderoga at the south end of Lake 
Champlain. He received this grant because he was related by marriage to 
Alexander Grant (1734-1813), a lieutenant in the 77th regiment 
(Montgomery’s Highlanders), who subsequently became Commodore of 
the upper lakes, an executive councillor and, briefly, president 
administering the province of Upper Canada. Alexander Grant was a son 
of Patrick Grant (1701-86), 7th of Glenmoriston. Allan MacDonell, who 
drowned in an accident at Montreal in late 1785, had two brothers who 
became officers in the 84th  Regiment of Foot. They may have been sons 
of yet a fourth brother of the “three gentlemen” – and at least one of them 
may have come to America in 1758. 

Sir William Johnson’s rent roll lists 62 settlers for 1773-74 of which 35 
have the surname MacDonell. Of the remaining 27, at least nine were 
married to MacDonells. In the ensuing confrontation with revolutionary 
committees, six of these gentlemen, including Allan MacDonell of Lundie, 
became hostages. After they fled to Canada, at least one dozen from the 
Leek branch and seven from the Scotus side became officers in loyalist 
regiments; nearly one hundred of Clan Donald served as soldiers. 

The impulse to serve came naturally. After Allan of Lundie’s brother 
Donald arrived in Canada in 1786,  seven officers who had served in the 
Glengarry regiment under Prince Charles were living in Canada – one-
third of those named MacDonell that survived Culloden.2  Children of 
others followed, ensuring the future Glengarry county in Upper Canada 
merited its name. 

1 https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001690556 See volume V. p. 78. 

2 https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001690556 

Chris Alexander (Canada) and Charles MacDonell. 

A more full version of this article can be found on the website at  

http://www.clandonald.org/index.asp?pageid=718385  

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001690556
https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/001690556
http://www.clandonald.org/index.asp?pageid=718385
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At a meeting on 26th February, your Council was delighted to appoint David 
McDonald to the newly created position of Historian to the Society. 

David had responded to a request sent to a number of suitable candidates 
who could take forward an enhanced programme of activity aimed at 
reinvigorating interest and high standards of knowledge relating to our strong 
and ancient clan (see the descriptor below). His experience was felt to be a 
real addition to the competency of the Council, and the Society as a whole. 
He has worked previously with Norman H MacDonald, and has written two 
monographs of Clan Donald history, with a third due to appear soon. David is 
originally from Aberdeen, but has lived in Northamptonshire for many years. 

Also appointed was Annie MacDonald. Annie has extensive experience in 
archivism and curatorship, produces the Stories of Scotland podcast, and is 
currently in the midst of a PhD on intangible Highland culture at UHI. She 
lives in Moray. Annie has our sympathies - for the PhD, not Moray! 

Although the main position of Historian has been filled, the Society would 
surely be delighted to accept any others as supporters in addition to Annie. 
Those are more informal, and not subject to the output requirements of the 
Historian. But a wide range of knowledge, especially locales, will do nothing 
to harm efforts! 

If you feel you have something to contribute, or are willing to learn, as per the 
descriptor below, please contact us at Historian(at)clandonald(dot)org. It’s a 
chance to contribute to an old song, and, as we all know, chan eil aoibhneas 
gun Chlann Dhòmhnaill! 

Application 
There is no application as such. We would just like 

• an indication of interest to secretary@clandonald.org 

• an indication of interest in supporting the eventual office bearer, or not 

• a restricted resumè of previous relevant activities 

• a short outline of how you see this progressing 

• an agreement to become a society member, if you are not already 
You might consider bringing a current collaborator on board. Such is very 
welcome, assuming suitability in other respects. If so, all of the above applies 
to that person. 

New Society Historical Team 
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Glossary 

A’ Bhìrlinn: The Society’s bi-annual, 
hard copy and electronic version 
newsletter. 

Clan: Both the original paternalistic 
form, and the modern, loosely based, 
herited, friendly form. 

Clan Donald: All branches, related 
clans, families, and institutions of the 
clan. 

Society, The: Clan Donald Society of 
the Highlands & Islands. 

Colaisde Clann Dhòmhnaill: (Clan 
Donald College) An initiative of the 
Clan Donald Worldwide Facebook 
group, to make historical information 
available to those interested to learn, 
at a variety of levels. 

Council, The: The elected Council of 
the Society which oversees Society 
operations. 

Activity 

An office bearer of the Council 

• Establish a suitable team to 
facilitate scholarship and 
promulgate the history of the 
Clan. 

• Establish links with other Clan 
historians. 

• Develop ways to encourage 
youth engagement. 

• Facilitate the Society’s Annual 
Lecture, with other members of 
the Council. 

• Attend and contribute to 
historically based clan events, 
if and as practicable. 

Act as Historian to the Society. 

• Provide advice and 
commentary on any matters 
relating to Clan Donald history.  

• Provide suitable responses to 

enquiries to the Society on 
historical matters. 

• Provide two written articles for 
A’ Bhìrlinn, annually. 

• Provide any other articles as 
appropriate for A’ Bhìrlinn. 

• Represent the Society at 
events as may be necessary. 

Act as a Tradition Bearer 

• Further the aims of the Society 
in relation to the wider arts of 
the Clan. 

• Provide advice and 
scholarship, where necessary 
or possible, to such as 
Wikipedia, clan society online 
presences, private online 
resources, etc. 

• Contribute to the establishment 
of a Colaisde Chlann 
Dhòmhnaill with Clan Donald 
Worldwide. 

beginning of the Scots kingdom of Scotland with its seat at Dunadd. The 
Route was the country of the Q'Cahans and McQuillans. The latter were 

almost annihilated by the incoming Macdonnells, and the O'Cahans had been 
almost part of Clan Donald since the marriage of Angus Og to Agnes 
O'Cahan in the late 13th century. • • James and his brothers had many 
problems to face in the disturbed conditions of Ulster. The English were 
pushing north to oust the Irish natives, and the intrigues of the Queen 
Dowager of Scotland with her native France led to the employment of French 
troops in that province. Angus, James' brother, brought some of these over in 
1551. The Macdonnells (for that is how the Ulster Clan Donald spell their 
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Across 

  1 Air sailor who pushed the 
envelope. (6,8) 

  6 The most misrepresented 
connector (4) 

  8 A common name for a castle. 
This one’s on Mull (5) 

  9 A cup in the hills (6) 

12 A little glen of the young cows (3) 

13 This wasn’t Flora’s route, but it 
might be yours (7) 

14 An ally clan was based here (5) 

15 A dogged warrior (4) 

16 A small bay, Donald Mòr’s (5) 

19 What the wee prince did a lot of 
at the end (3) 

Crossword 
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20 Monsters, sand, river, loch, all 

blessed (5) 
22 Where was this fratricide en 

masse (6,3) 
24 This variant is nearly as pesky as 

CoVid (2) 

26 Something to light the skye (5) 
28 Many of these arrived in 

Borrodale and vanished at 
Arkaig 

29 Principal colour in the Ceann 
Àrd’s kilt (5) 

33 Not just any little hamlet (7) 

34 A knowledgeable fish (6) 
36 A large, imposing castle (5) 
37 A drifter and builder of abbeys 

who died on a horse stream 
promontory (5,6) 

38 Ferry, no ferry (6) 
39 Home of a heroine who had an 

Irish maid (9) 
 

Down 
  2 She lived opposite her sister, 

Shona (5) 
  3 Smoke and mist, kirk and kist, 

stone and list (8,4) 

  4 An ancient resting place of lords, 
kings, and chiefs. (6,5) 

  5 Whereat, 3d, (7) 
  6 The Smallest of these isles (3) 

  7 Died in Renfrew, buried in … (6) 
10 A home for the spirit (4) 

11 Not even a battle (10) 
13 Montrose’s left hand man (3,5) 

17 A little inlet (3) 
18 Definitely not definite (2) 

20 In other words, Sarah (5) 

21 A rocky horror dweller (5) 
22 A ringer from the north end (9) 

23 A place to park your bìrlinn (4) 
24 Duntulm no more (9) 
25 We are the children of one of 

these, allegedly (2) 
27 Wearer of the crown (4) 

30 A little land of leapfrog (7) 
31 An island of souls, Stewarts, 

Camerons, and ourselves. (5) 
32 This Donald was blue. Or green. 

(5) 
35 This Donald lost it all, imprisoned 

by Argyll (5) 
36 Jump out of your bìrlinn, what’s 

between your toes? (4) 

name), were suitably rewarded by the French nobles who accompanied 
Angus. From their lands in the Glens and the Route they invaded the 

district known as Clanaboy. This was O'Neill country and it lay along the 
coast north of the Route. It took its name (Clan Aodh Buidhe) from the Clan 
of Hugh Buidhe O'Neill. The invaders ravaged the territory and drove out their 
cousins, the sons of Alasdair Carrach, who had joined forces with the 
English. The spoil from this raid was taken for safety to the Isle of Rathlin, 
some four miles from the north coast of Antrim. It appears to have been a 
great and profitable raid, and the spoil of corn, cattle and horses that was 
carried away must have taken a fleet of galleys to transport to Rathlin. • • The 
magnitude of this enterprise and the consequent anger of the O'Neills 
attracted the attention of the English power in Ulster. An expedition was 
quickly fitted out to punish the raiders and recover the spoil. The Chancellor, 
Sir Thomas Cusake, placed his deputy James Crofts in command of four 
large ships filled with troops. These approached the island and a party of four 
boats commanded by a certain Captain Cuffe with about 120 men led the 
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS 
 

Henrik Hjortshoj, Sonderborg, Denmark 

Ian McDonald, Birmingham, England 

Brenda MacDonald Bradford, Tennessee, USA 

The Rt. Hon. Charles ‘Joe’ Clark, Ontario, Canada 

Armadale Arborial Developments 

Martin Gardner from the Royal Botanical Gardens, Edinburgh (RGBE) paid 
us a very welcome visit in August 2020. As a result I was hopeful Armadale 
may be considered as a satellite home for at least one tree from the work of 
the International Conifer Conservation Programme (ICCP), enabling us to tell 
a story. 

The email discussion continued following Martin’s visit resulting in Martin 
offering Armadale not 1 but 142 trees! Far beyond my hopes and 
expectations. Many of those offered are threatened in the wild, alongside 
many other plants from his frequent visits to Chile. Two members of the 
garden team, Lisa and Kathryn travelled to Edinburgh in November 2020 
returning with the specimens. 3 have since been planted, and have featured 
in a BBC Alba news article filmed at the gardens. 

I had most hoped to acquire perhaps one specimen of the conifer, Fitzroya 
cupressoides. We got ten! Fitzroya is an 
International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) ‘Endangered’ genus with a single 
species endemic to Argentina and Chile. This 
large tree can reach 50m height in the wild. 
Such height is achieved very slowly, and some 
examples suggest lifespans over 3,600 years. 

Fitzroya’s endangered status arises from human 
over-exploitation, its wood being highly valued. 
Clear burning of forest for grazing land makes 
the situation much worse. By planting wild 
collected seed Armadale can now play a part in 
the conservation of these magnificent, 
threatened trees. Our first Fitzroya planting will 
be an addition to the Victorian Arboretum in 
February of this year. 

Andrew Peters, Head Gardener, Armadale 
Image courtesy of Wikipedia 



21  

 

AGM report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES of the TENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

19:00, Saturday 24th October 2020 online by Zoom 

1 Attendance 

The President welcomed everyone  

Present 

Council Members 

William Mather (President), Lois MacDonell of Glengarry (Ambassador), Ann 
McGhee, Liz Bligh, Chas Mac Donald, Alaine Macdonald. 

Members 

James MacDonell, Hector Macdonald, Charles MacDonell, Nicola MacDonell, 
Glen MacDonald, Hector Macdonald, Jean McDonald, Ian McDonald, Henrik 
Anderson, Danny McDaniel, Graeme MacDonald, Larisa MacDonald, Nigel 
Bath, Ronald Groen van Abtsdale, Ros Hill, Tim Kay, Damien Kay 

Apologies 

Wilma Downie, Sue Geale 

2. Minutes of previous AGM 

The Minute of the 22-04-19 AGM was approved on the motion of Ann 
McGhee, seconded by Nicola MacDonell. 

3. Matters Arising 

None 

4. President’s Report 

The most successful event of the year was the three-day away-outing to Skye 
in September. This followed a great deal of preparation and planning by Glen 
MacDonald and Lois MacDonell. Glen’s guidebook, which he put together 
specially, was a huge help and much appreciated. We ended up having two 
mini-bus loads and one car with a remarkable tour of historic Clan Donald 
sites, including Armadale Castle. 
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Ceilidh 

The Ceilidh in November was another high-point, and this Munlochy Village 
Hall event was much enjoyed with a great variety of talent. Due to another 
engagement Ramsay McGhee was unable to be Fear an Taighe but his role 
was ably substituted by Jeremy Price from Cromarty. Ramsay’s presence 
was nevertheless felt by a generous gift of three bottles of malt. As with other 
events a great deal of work takes place behind the scenes, so a big thank 
you to Ann McGhee, Convenor, and other members of the planning 
committee: Liz Bligh, Alaine Macdonald, Alison Will and Iain MacCuish. 

Glencoe 

Planning for the Glencoe Commemoration on 13th Feb, started 8 months 
before with Clan Donald Australia being invited to sponsor a wreath and 
nominate a wreath-layer. Arrangements were very ably handled by Ann 
McGhee, and in the event she was happy to accept the invitation to be the 
wreath-layer, as she has a son in Australia. The event achieved page one 
coverage in the Scottish Press and Journal and an article in the Times. 
However, it was regretted that local schoolchildren were not present this time 
and concern was expressed by the Society. The event provides a significant 
connection between the Society, Glencoe Heritage Trust, and the Scottish 
Episcopal Church, represented by the Minister, Rev Amanda Fairclough. She 
gave her apologies for absence at this meeting, and adds: “I don’t know what 
the New Year will bring us all, but I do pray that we will be able to gather on 
13th Feb to remember. Please pass on my best wishes and blessing…” 

Culloden 

The annual Battle of Culloden Commemoration in April was well represented 
by Society members. It provides a moving central focus at the main cairn, 
followed by Society members paying respects at the Clan Donald stones. 
Father Mel Langille’s prayers were much appreciated as was the piping by 
Sandy MacDonell. All of us connected with the Society need to be aware that 
both the Clan Donald representation on the Battlefield site and the Clan 
Donald lunch afterwards were events started by Lois MacDonell and her late 
husband Donald in 1996 on the 250th anniversary of the Battle. This private 
one-off initiative was so popular that both events have been held ever since. 
However, Lois has given notice that 2022 will be the last time she organises 
them. The question for the future is whether CDSH&I take responsibility for 
one or both events? At the July Zoom meeting the Council agreed to take on 
the battlefield side of things. [The Council would value any further direction 
on this from those attending this AGM.] 

The Council has also been active in expressing concern over possible private 
housing development plans on the fringes of the Culloden battlefield site. As 
a result, a youTube film by Deborah Dennison was put on our website last 
June. Council-member Virginia Macnaughton was concerned about the plans 
and attended a National Trust of Scotland meeting about these in July. 
Concern has been expressed too over restoring the path from the main site 
to the Clan Donald stones. Action appears to be progressing very slowly. 



23  

 
A further connection with Culloden is the annual Culloden Half-Marathon, 
with the Society presenting a Quaich, for the second year, to the winner in 
the kilted section. 

Highland Games 

Clan Donald had a table at The Inverness Highland Games, 20th July, 
attended by Council-members Lois, Virginia, and Liz. Two hundred ‘Invite to 
Join’ leaflets were printed and there was good response and interest with two 
new members signing up. There was also a helpful link with Armadale on the 
next-door table. 

Armadale Links 

There has been a healthy development of links and interest with Armadale 
Castle on Skye, historic seat of Clan Donald. The Council was thanked for its 
support for a grant-application for their successful Gaelic Arts Week in 
September. An introduction was made by the Council to Armadale regarding 
possible support for theatre producer Michelle McKay regarding a play on 
Flora MacDonald. 

A one-day outing to Armadale in October 2020 was proposed as a joint event 
with AHCS but due to the Covid 19 pandemic has sadly been postponed. A 
donation of £500 was made for conservation materials at Armadale Museum 
and on Oct 6th the Curator, Meghann Logue wrote: “Thanks to the significant 
donation from CDSH&I the museum now has a fully stocked disaster kit, acid 
free storage boxes, pest traps, humidity trackers and an abundance of 
packing materials. This will enable Sarah and myself to dedicate time in the 
winter to the conservation of objects and repackaging of collections. Please 
extend my thanks and appreciation to the Society for their generosity.” Sue 
Geale, Museum Manager from Armadale, gives her apologies for absence 
today but in an email this week says: “I wonder if you could give my thanks to 
the meeting for the support given to CDLT (Clan Donald Land’s Trust) and 
particularly the Museum of the Isles over the last couple of years? It is much 
appreciated, and it is good to think we have re-established a closer 
connection though our shared interest in Clan history. I did enjoy showing 
members some of the Collection normally in store and I am sorry this year’s 
annual talk was cancelled. I hope we might be able to welcome CDSH&I 
members in person next year and continue to build ties between our two charities.” 

Publicity and displays 

During the year activities, reports, stories, and up-coming events have been 
publicised in and through A’ Bhirlinn, our Society newsletter. We must all 
commend Lois for her tireless editing - even with grandchildren present - for 
Roger Piercy in his assistance with compiling, and; for Ian and Jean 
McDonald for their work on distribution. Tributes to the quality of the 
newsletter have come in from several readers. 

A folding display-board made by Council-member Charles MacDonell has 
been used at several events and is much appreciated. Modifications to the 
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board included making it open portrait-style for easier use on a display-table. 

Council Members Alaine and Liz sourced several tartan samples from 
Campbells of Beauly and from kilt-maker, Rhoda Fraser. These are 
attachable with Velcro and can be removed for examination. 

The Website and Facebook sites are proving valuable tools even though 
probably under-used. The Council decided to make ‘Website’ a regular 
agenda-item at meetings, so we do not forget to use it. As a result, more 
events are given publicity both before and after they take place. One pleasing 
result was a response from Canada regarding historical research done by 
Charles MacDonell and publicised on the website. We are all grateful to 
Roger Piercy for the wealth of expertise he brings as Web Master. 

Clan Donald Press-cuttings have now been filed by Lois for future reference. 

Of the 200 ‘Invitation to Join’ leaflets printed, most were given to Armadale. 

The Clan Donald logo now includes a copyright symbol to guard against 
misuse. This followed concern with a Highland tour operator who 
subsequently complied happily and became enthusiastic about the Society. 

Academic Lecture 

The Academic Lecture in March 2019 was given by Professor Steve Mithen 
on ‘Excavations at Dunyvaig Castle’, the ancient Clan Donald stronghold on 
the island of Islay. This was outstanding and it was proposed in May that for 
March 2020, Sue Geale from Armadale be invited to speak on the Armadale 
Museum Collection. Much enthusiasm developed and it was very regrettable 
that the Covid 19 lock-down started just before the event, resulting in 
postponement. 

New Members and Succession 

Your council for CDSH&I is very conscious of a lot of work being done by a 
few people. Following the last AGM, the Council began to ask questions 
about new-members, new Council Members, succession and how to 
encourage more people to attend the AGM. Doing it on Zoom is certainly a 
gift for making attendance easier!  

Council ‘movement’ 

There has been quite a bit of movement on the Council during the year: In 
June, following the resignation of Charles and Nicola MacDonell, Virginia 
Macnaughton and Chas Mac Donald were invited to join. Virginia joined and 
Chas has come on since. Charles MacDonell (p) and Ian MacDonald (s) a 
proposal that the following members, listed below, be elected on to the 
council. Henrik Anderson then indicated he was also willing to stand. Lois 
MacDonell (p) and Nicola MacDonell (s) that Henrik Anderson also be elected 
to the council. All agreed. In June Ann McGhee volunteered to be Family 
History Society contact following-on from Charles. In June Stephen 
McKeown, our Treasurer was finding the present situation not sustainable for 
personal reasons. He was ‘unable to give the high standard he would like’. 
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Search began for a new Treasurer and in October, our former Treasurer Jean 
McDonald expressed interest in being re-elected at the next AGM. In 
December Virginia was unwell and Malcolm MacDonald was arranging care 
for his brother. In January Virginia resigned for health reasons and Alaine 
Macdonald expressed interest in joining the Council and continuing as 
Membership Secretary. In March, Andrew MacDonald appreciated being 
invited but said he felt he was ‘not ready to do so.’ In March Liz wondered 
whether to stand down but was encouraged that her contributions are 
worthwhile and appreciated. 

London rep 

In London our London Rep, Mark Hayball represented Clan Donald at the 
20th April Culloden Memorial Service organised by the 1745 Association. The 
Council was able to liaise with him over publicity and general support, 
including a report for A’ Bhìrlinn.  

Miscellaneous notes 

Hector Macdonald Tower, Dingwall. In July, the Council learnt that Highland 
Council wants to hand over responsibility for this to Dingwall Community 
Council. Enquiries were made whether the Society could offer financial help, 
but nothing further has taken place. 

In December, the High Council of Clan Chiefs requested an annual report on 
Society activities. The Council agreed a report be sent after the AGM. 

Clan Donald donations: In February, the Council agreed to donate £250 to 
Kilmuir Church on Sleat for restoration of windows. 

A surprise gift of a ‘Lord of the Isles’ tartan sash was made by Rhondda 
Martin of New Zealand. There is a suggestion that The Museum of the Isles 
might be interested. 

A Big Thankyou 

Thanks to all on the council: 

Lois MacDonell, Ann McGhee, Virginia Mcnaughton, Liz Bligh, Charles & 
Nicola MacDonell, Stephen McKeown, and Malcolm MacDonald. We work as 
a team and nothing that too place in the year 2019-2020 would have been 
possible without the Council’s excellent teamwork. Long may it continue! 

Hector MacDonald Monument 

At the conclusion of the President’s Report, Chas Mac Donald raised a query 
about the Hector MacDonald Monument in Dingwall. It was agreed to discuss 
the matter at the next Council Meeting. 

5. Treasurer’s Report 

In the unavoidable absence of the Treasurer, Stephen McKeown, the 
President presented the accounts indicating that they had still to be examined 
independently by Lord McDonald. He also thanked Jean McDonald for her 
assistance in compiling the accounts. 
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Charles MacDonell asked about one entry – under the Miscellaneous Income 
heading he queried the amount of miscellaneous income £725. It was agreed 
that this probably referred to subscription income but in the absence of clear 
evidence it would have to stand as written. 

Charles MacDonell also requested that in future statements of accounts that 
two columns be included to allow comparison between the current year 
figures and the previous year figures. Jean McDonald said this would not be difficult. 

Subject to the accounts being independently examined in due course, Jean 
McDonald proposed the adoption of these unexamined accounts, seconded 
by Lois MacDonell. This was approved by twelve in favour with one 
abstention. It was agreed that the Council would vote on the final adoption of 
the accounts once they have been received from our Independent Examiner, 
Godfrey MacDonald. 

Lois MacDonell thanked William for his work with the accounts. A copy of the 
accounts has been appended to this Minute. [In this newsletter they are not 
included, but can be provided upon request.] 

6. Membership Secretary’s report 

Counting Joint and Family Members as one, we have 106 members, with 8 
new members joining this year. There are 44 members living in Scotland, 22 
members in the rest of the UK and 40 living in the rest of the world. We are 
represented in 13 countries: Britain (including Scotland, England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland), The United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, 
South Africa, Nigeria, France, Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden, 
Denmark and Thailand. 

It was noted that Alaine follows up those who fail to pay annual 
subscriptions. At present, 27 members have failed to pay. 

7. Council representation 

It was proposed that to ensure fair representation on the Council from the 
Highlands & Islands that the elections to the Council be in two parts: 

First, election of Council Members from Highlands and Islands, that these 
comprise 50% of Council, plus one. 

Secondly, election of members from rest of UK and world. Much discussion 
ensued and it was agreed that the matter be reverted to the Council and that 
a fresh proposal be put to the AGM in 2021. 

8. Election of Council 

It was noted that no indication had been received from Stephen McKeown 

nor Malcolm MacDonald as to whether they wished to remain on Council. 

Charles MacDonell (p), and Ian MacDonald (s) the following members be 

elected on to the Council: Lois MacDonell (p) and Nicola MacDonell (s) 

Henrik Anderson be elected. 
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9. Election of Office-bearers 

President William Mather  

Vice President Ronald H Groen van 
Abtsdale, Holland  

Secretary Chas Mac Donald 

~ Membership Alaine Macdonald 

~Minutes Liz Bligh 

Treasurer Jean McDonald  

Ambassador Lois MacDonell of 
Glengarry  

Council Member Ann McGhee  

Council Member Henrik Anderson 
(Hjortshoj), Denmark  

10. Election of Independent Examiner 

Chas Mac Donald (p) Charles MacDonell (s) that Godfrey James Macdonald, 
8th Baron MacDonald of Sleat continue as the Independent Examiner. 

11. Future Plans 

A full discussion took place on the future style, name and strategy of the 
Association. It was suggested that strategically, there are two main options – 
continue as at present; look at a change of name; hand over the governance 
of the Association to other bodies. It was felt that if the change of name were 
to be adopted, all members would require to be consulted. It was agreed that 
Chas would explore the possibility of and the implications of a name change. 

Many other valid points were raised in respect of the need to encourage 
younger members; broaden the scope of activities; be more appealing to 
prospective members; enhance the involvement of cultural activities; 
sponsoring of cultural visits, and; the promotion of ancestral genealogy. 

It was also noted that succession planning was required especially in terms 
of finding a new President in 2021. 

12. Any other business 

Prior to the end, Mary Tanner from USA joined the meeting. 

President, William Mather, in bringing the meeting to a close thanked 
everyone for their attendance and James MacDonell for his technical 
assistance. 

The meeting closed at 8.35 pm.  

attack. They were repulsed with great slaughter and Cuffe and two more 
officers were taken prisoner. James Macdonald later agreed to release 

his captives in exchange for his brothers Coll and Sorley who were prisoners 
of the English at the time. That in substance is the English account of the 
incident, but the disaster suffered by the enemy was of much more serious 
proportions if we believe the Annals of the Four Masters where we are told 
that "the Lord justice marched with a force in the beginning of harvest into 
Ulster, and despatched the crews of four ships [P240] to Reachrann [Rathlin] 
off the coast of Antrim to plunder it. James and Colla Maol Dubh, the sons of 
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Society’s office bearers 

PRESIDENT 
William Mather 
Angel Court, 2 Rose Street 
Fortrose, IV10 8TN 

 

VICE-PRESIDENT 
Ronald H Groen van Abstdale  

 

SECRETARY 
Chas MacDonald 
2, Calrichie Cottages,  
Invergordon, IV18 0LN 
 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Alaine Macdonald 
6 Willow Court, Conon Bridge, 
Ross-shire, IV7 8FF 
01349 867224 
 

TREASURER 
Jean McDonald 

 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
Ann McGhee 
Liz Bligh 
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry 
Alaine Macdonald 
Henrik Hjortsoj  

LONDON REPRESENTATIVE 
Mark Hayball 
markhayball@yahoo.com 
 
PIPER 
Sandy MacDonell  
www.pipeforyou.com 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Editor: Lois MacDonell 
Compiler: Roger Piercy 
 
WEBMASTER 
Roger Piercy 
 
EXTERNAL EXAMINER 
Vacant 
 
SOCIETY’S ‘AMBASSADOR’ 
Lois MacDonell of Glengarry 
 
SOCIETY’S E-MAIL 
contact@clandonald.org  

DIARY DATES 

Saturday 17th April 

Commemoration of the Battle of Culloden.  

Arrangements for Culloden are still in flux, given the CoVid situation. ACG 
have yet to finalise their position on their annual commemoration. That 
effects the Society’s plans for our own commemorations at our three points. 
There will be no lunch, however. 

Saturday 22nd May 

Society AGM & Annual Lecture. Inverness (/CoVid) & Zoom. Please watch 
website diary for details, Zoom links, and content. 

Macdonald, Donald J. of Castleton, Clan Donald, MacDonald, 
Edinburgh, 1978, ISBN 0904265218. By kind permission of his son, Ranald. 
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