
What is God’s will for your life? 
Look up the following verses and see if you can name at 
least three.
Timothy 2:3 / Ephesians 5:17–18 / 1 Thessalonians 4:3

Daily Thoughts for week beginning 29th January 2024

Week 4Monday 29th January
James is giving us some advice here about God’s will. Looks like there is an obvious 
mistake that we make, and also a perfect solution to the problem.
Reading: James 4:13-16
Thoughts: These verses focus on the arrogance of planning for our own success 
without acknowledging that we are dependent on God. It is foolish to ignore the fact 
that we can't see the future. Our lives are short and fragile. This doesn't mean never 
making plans. Who do you think James is speaking to in verse 13? What does the 
priority appear to be?
Look at verses 14 and 16. What does James say is the problem here?
Note that Christians were living their lives like they were the ones in charge. They 
were boasting about their life. Boasting about their plans. They were so proud, so 
satisfied with themselves and they would have been the kind of people to pat 
themselves on the back a lot. 
Question: What does James want to remind people about in V13? (a) The future and 
(b) Themselves.
How does v15 help us to see why verse 13 is as James put it “arrogant’; ‘boasting’ and 
‘evil’.
These Christians were living their lives like they were the ones in charge. They were 
boasting about their life. Boasting about their plans. They were so proud, so satisfied 
with themselves. They would have been ones who loved to high-five themselves. They 
would have been the kind of people to pat themselves on the back a lot. These 
believers were living their lives as if they were the most important. As if they were in 
control. It’s as if they were God.
They were ignoring God’s will! If we are really going to be committed to Christ, then 
His will has to be important to you. The truth about the way God wants you to live 
your life MUST matter to you! It must be significant. It has to be on your radar. You 
can’t ignore it.

Prayer: It is easy to get caught up in the joys and cares of this life. Remember how 
fragile our lives are and how short our time on earth is, in relation to eternity. Help 
us to live life with an eternal perspective, knowing that God has our lives in God’s 
hands, and He knows what tomorrow will bring. 
Tuesday 30th January
Let’s dig a little deeper

Put It into Practice! 
How much does God and His will for your life figure into your daily plans? How can 
you (who has no idea what today or tomorrow will bring) pray to God (who knows 
every detail of your life to come) today, and what specific things might you pray 
for?



Wednesday 31th January
Note that James is not saying that we cannot plan. James is saying that we have to 
acknowledge the will of God and to allow that to put our lives, plans and priorities into 
perspective. You should pray asking for help because this kind of living is easier said 
than done.

List to this hymn: https://youtu.be/PVX1-Il11cA?si=uaGI9W2ppQPKgofT

“1 I do not know what lies ahead, the way I cannot see; 
   yet one stands near to be my guide; he’ll show the way to me.

I know who holds the future, and he’ll guide me with his hand.
With God things don’t just happen; everything by him is planned.
So, as I face tomorrow with its problems large and small,
I’ll trust the God of miracles, give to him my all.

  2 I do not know how many days of life are mine to spend; 
    but one who knows and cares for me will keep me to the end.
            I know who holds the future,… 
  3 I do not know the course ahead, what joys and griefs are there;
    but one is near who fully knows; I’ll trust his loving care.
            I know who holds the future,… 

Thursday 1st February
Read: James 4:1-18
Thoughts: Consider what it is that James wants us to testify and how we might do 
that. What is it that James wants to warn us about? Why should we be patient and 
stand firm? 
Note verse 15 expresses what we are to do now. James says that we should now say, 
“It is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” If you have grown up in the pews, 
then you know have heard this teaching. You have probably even heard this in public 
prayer. But the point is not that we would continue thinking how we think and acting 
how we act but just tack on the phrase, “If it is the Lord’s will.” That is not the point 
James is making at all. “God willing” is not to be a slogan. It is not just something we 
say. God wants us to believe these words and act upon them.
Prayer: Pray the Lord’s prayer. Thinking about each phrase and meditating on the 
meaning of each phrase.
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Friday 2nd February
Read: Luke 12
Thoughts: Consider the fear’s you have as a Christian? Are there things about being 
a disciple of Jesus that causes you anxiety, worry, or fear? One of the fears that we 
often face is the reaction of other people. When we declare ourselves to be 
Christians, sometimes there are repercussions for that confession. Jesus is going to 
address our fears while continuing to speak about the need for cleaning our lives from 
the inside out.

The unique feature of leaven is that a very little bit will spread through the whole 
lump of dough. Hypocrisy spreads like a contagion. Having an outward appearance of 
godliness but being full of sinfulness inwardly is like a disease and this is why Jesus 
continues to issue such strong warnings.

https://youtu.be/PVX1-Il11cA?si=uaGI9W2ppQPKgofT
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Let’s review what we have read in Chapter 4v13-17
Saturday 20th January

Let us not forget the other issue that Jesus identified with the Pharisees as part of 
their hypocritical nature. Not only were they full of sins on the inside while trying to 
maintain an outward veneer of holiness, they also lacked the heart and love for God. 
Notice it again in Luke 11:42. They neglected “justice and the love of God.” In Luke 
11:41 Jesus told them that their generosity must come from the heart, not as a mere 
external action.
Jesus is telling his disciples not to be afraid of these religious leaders. The 
Pharisees, lawyers, and Sadducees had the power to make the disciples’ lives 
miserable and even to kill them. These were the ones who had Jesus killed and had a 
significant number of the early church persecuted and killed. Jesus says that we 
must not fear people who can harm the body. So what if people rebuke you, mock you, 
or scorn you! I love what Jesus says. Jesus says that the worst thing they can do to 
you is kill you. No big deal, right? To us, we might think it is a big deal, but it isn’t 
because they cannot harm your soul. Don’t fear what people can say and do. Fear God 
who has the authority to cast your soul into hell! What matters is what God can do to 
us.

We boast in our arrogance when we think that we have power over our lives; 
when we think that we can dictate the terms of our lives. Jesus gave a warning 
about this kind of thinking with the rich fool in Luke 12. 

Prayer: Spend some time in prayer. Here are a few suggestions.

• Do you need to ask for forgiveness for ignoring God’s will?
• Ask for God’s will to be made clear as you make decisions. 
• Ask for God’s help to do what He wants and to understand what He wants for your 

life.
• Ask for God’s help to live for His will above your own.
• Pray for wisdom to understand His Word and His Will and grow in your 

commitment to Christ.


