
• Daily Thoughts for week beginning 11th March 2024

Week 10Monday 11th  March

Tuesday 12th  March
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Digging deeper
Read Ephesians 2:1–10. Though you 
may play a role in bringing someone to 
saving faith, who is the only one who 
gets the credit?

Put It into Practice!
Are you living in a way that matches your claim to be a Christian? What is 
something you’ve learned from this study that you can put into practice 
today?

Pray
Spend sometime today Praising God. Ask for His help to be a doer of the Word. 
Ask for God to help you be more like Christ. Ask for His help to live your life 
His way.

In this last chapter of James, he gives us a God given, survival guide for the 
Christian life. There are dozens and dozens of survival guides available to us. 
Some of them are obviously not helpful! Survival guides are meant to be 
practically helpful, and are designed to keep you alive in the hostile environment 
you may happen to find yourself in. This last section in James is the survival 
guide for the Christian.

We’ve already looked at three survival instructions – CAN YOU SPOT THEM -  
Read James 5: 7-20

Prayer: Pray that you are making the best use of the guidance that James is 
giving us.

Wednesday 13th  March
Remember these items James gives us as a Christian Survival Guide aren’t 
meant to hurt you. They aren’t meant to be a burden for you, and they aren’t 
meant to be just MORE “rules” for your life. It  is to make life better, 
sweeter, and more enjoyable God’s survival guide is meant to LIFT the 
burden of the difficulty that exists in Living here while we wait for Jesus to 
return.

We need to be 1 truthful. We need to be 2 Patient, we need to be 3Prayerful, we 
need to hear the 4Gospel Message, and we need to be a Hopeful people. Or to 
put it another way -



James’ Survival Guidelines are:
1. Be truthful (v12)
2. Be Patient and forgiving. (v11-12) 
3. Be Hopeful: we need the Gospel teachings – the hope of what is to come. 
    (v13)
4. We need to look out for one another, We are called to love one another. (v14-
    18)
5. We need to pray for each another. We need to pray for unity and good  
    relationships within our churches; workplaces; schools and as well as at home. 
    (v18-20)

Did you manage to match the guidelines to the verses?

Prayer: Use James guidelines to pray – pray for one another; pray in love.
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Thursday 14th  March
In verses 7 and 11, James gives us a couple of 
examples of patient people to inspire us. He 
mentions two people who show great patience 
and perseverance, just like brave soldiers do 
on the front line.

•The first patient person is a farmer. Every 
year farmers sow seed on their fields and 
then wait months for it to grow. Day after 
day, week after week they must be patient. 
Nothing seems to happen for ages. Then at 
long last shoots appear, a crop comes up and 
is ready to harvest. The farmers’ patience 
pays off!

•The second example James gives us is a man 
named Job. If you know the Old Testament 
story of Job, you will know that Job was a 
man who lost everything. He lost his family, 
his health and his livelihood in quick 
succession, one after another. He came close 
– very close – to total despair. But he hung 
on. He kept going, and his perseverance was 
rewarded. Eventually his bad situation turned 
into a time of blessing, and he was even 
granted a one to one meeting with God in the 
middle of a whirlwind.

“7 Be patient, then, brothers 
and sisters, until the Lord’s 
coming. See how the farmer 
waits for the land to yield its 
valuable crop, patiently 
waiting for the autumn and 
spring rains.”

“11 As you know, we count as 
blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of 
Job’s perseverance and have 
seen what the Lord finally 
brought about. The Lord is full 
of compassion and mercy.”

Be patient towards what? 
Until when?
What is the parallel between 
the farmer waiting for the 
harvest and us waiting for the 
coming of the Lord? (Galatians 
6:9) 
 How can we strengthen our 
hearts?

In our troubled world, with wars, worries and  wickedness, there is no 
substitute for courage and bravery – for strength and stamina, for patience 
and perseverance. Don’t grumble, says James – just keep going!



Friday 15th  March

Saturday 16th  March
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Some music to listen to on the theme of hope - 
There is a hope: https://youtu.be/FVUfNEwRPno?si=31eITYkWkNptEmAU
Living hope: https://youtu.be/9f2FXxDVO6w?si=sYIFKKmIZ8fg6-wl
My hope is built on nothing less: 
https://youtu.be/WoPcyr2oYhg?si=BfMeOcNLmouefvXd

Read verses 16–18. 
• God wants us as believers to be together, and He wants our relationships
    with each other to be healthy.
• God doesn’t want us mad at each other.
• God wants us unified.
  When someone asks for forgiveness, we need to be forgiving.

Nothing divides a relationship quicker than sin. Nothing brings division like sin. 
Nothing causes our relationships with one another to be weakened faster than 
when sin enters the picture.
It’s interesting that God wants us to think about the church as one body isn’t 
it? God wants us to think about ourselves as belonging to one body of 
believers. We are all one family, just like one body. What happens to your body 
when it’s invaded by a virus or some bacteria? It’s not just one part of you 
that is affected. It’s the whole body that suffers.

https://youtu.be/FVUfNEwRPno?si=31eITYkWkNptEmAU
https://youtu.be/9f2FXxDVO6w?si=sYIFKKmIZ8fg6-wl
https://youtu.be/WoPcyr2oYhg?si=BfMeOcNLmouefvXd

