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Chronicle Deadline 

All material for the next Chronicle should be with Andrew Davidson  

NO LATER than Sunday 21st January 2018 

Please place in Andrew’s ‘pigeon hole’ in Craigie Session House,  

or email to: a.r.davidson.91@cantab.net 

                          FROM THE VESTRY  

 
  

Dear friends 
 
I am sorry to report that we have still not received any application for the  
position of minister of Perth: Craigie & Moncreiffe. We are not alone in this 
situation and there are around 200 vacancies throughout Scotland. 
 
The congregation is awaiting the results of a feasibility study being  
undertaken by external consultants which should be in the hands of the Kirk  
Session by the end of 2017. 
 
This study will examine in detail both Church buildings and all adjoining halls 
to assess their present condition and estimate what will be involved in  
bringing these properties up to an acceptable standard for use by the  
congregation and the local community. 
 
As a result of this study, difficult questions will be put to the united  
congregation about the future of the Church buildings and any answers will, 
inevitably, be difficult for some members to accept. 
 
The implementation of the feasibility study will be a challenge and, we hope, 
an inspiration to any future minister as we plan 'ten years ahead' and try to 
shape a strategy for the future mission of the Church in this part of Perth. 
 
With best wishes 
 
Bob 
 



 
 
 

 
05 November: Boys’ Brigade Service of  

Enrolment and Rededication and presentation of 
Young Achiever’s Quaich – Craigie Church. 
05 November:  Shoebox Appeal – boxes and  
donations to be dedicated today. 
07 November: Guild Meeting – Craigie 2pm – Jill 
Murdoch, One Stop Shop. 
07 November: PACT Meeting – Scone New 
Church. 

12 November :  Service of Remembrance - Craigie 10.45am.  No Service at  
  Moncreiffe.  Collection for Poppy Scotland. 
14 November : Presbytery Meeting at Riverside Church, Perth. 
18 November : Guild Coffee Morning at Craigie – 10.00am – 12noon. 
21 November : Guild Meeting – Craigie 2pm – More than an African Safari – Jim 

Storm. 
21 November : Kirk Session Meeting – Craigie 7.00pm. 
26 November : Messy Church at Moncreiffe 11.00am to 1.00pm. 
01 December :  St Andrew’s Night Bingo Tea with raffle.    
05 December : Guild Christmas Party – Craigie 2pm - Perth and Tayside 

Homeschoolers.    
07 December : Craigie Church will be open 6pm—6.45pm to coincide with the 

switching on of Christmas Lights at Craigie Cross. 
08 December : Christingle Service – at Craigie – 7.00pm.   
24 December : 11.00am Service at Craigie.  No 9.30am Service at Moncreiffe. 
24 December :  Family Service – at Moncreiffe – 6.30pm - retiring collection for 

Craigieknowes Nursing Home. 
24 December :  Watchnight Service – at Craigie – 11.15pm – retiring collection for 

Craigieknowes Nursing Home. 
25 December : Christmas Day Service – at Moncreiffe ONLY – 11.00 to 11.30am. 

   
2018 
 
09 January : Guild Meeting – Craigie 2pm – Street Pastors. 
16 January : Kirk Session Meeting – Craigie 7.00pm. 
 
Dates for PACT Meetings: Wednesday 17 January, Thursday 8 March and  
Tuesday 29 May (AGM).  AGM to be held in Craigie Session House. 



KIRK SESSION   

 

The next meeting of the Kirk Session will take place in Craigie  

Session House on Tuesday 21 November at 7.00 p.m.   

 

Please advise any apologies to the Session Clerk prior to the  

meeting.  Items for the Agenda should be with the Clerk by  

Wednesday 1st November and all Conveners’ Reports should  be  

submitted by Monday 13 November.   

 

These meetings are open meetings and all are welcome. 

CHRONICLE 
 

The Chronicle is now a quarterly magazine. 
Routine announcements, such as regular 
meetings of organisations, will be intimated 
through a new monthly news-sheet. The 
news-sheet will not be delivered, but you can pick up a copy in 
church. 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 
 

Craigie & Moncreiffe Service of Remembrance will be 

held in CRAIGIE CHURCH on Sunday 12th  

November at 10.45am.  There will be a Retiring   

Collection in aid of Poppy Scotland.  No Service at  

Moncreiffe. 



Thank You 

Can I please say thank you to the congregation of Craigie & Moncreiffe for 

the lovely flowers, shawl, gift card and good wishes that I received on  27th 

August. It has been both a genuine joy and a privilege to meet and get to 

know you.  You have shown me friendship and support, which I have  

appreciated. 

May you be blessed as you seek to serve the Lord through Messy Church 

and all the other activities you undertake alongside meeting weekly to  

worship. 

I look forward to hearing news of you all in days to come.   

Yours,  

Anne Stewart 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Presentation to Anne Stewart thanking her for her service to Craigie & 

Moncreiffe Church. Moira Laing also presented Anne with a gift from 

Messy Church with thanks for her help there.  



HARVEST THANKSGIVING SERVICE  
 
The harvest thanksgiving service was held at Craigie on 24th  
September 2017.   All gifts were delivered to CATH following the  
Service. 

  WINTER THOUGHTS  
For as the rain and the snow come 
down from heaven and do not return 
there but water the earth, making it 
bring forth and sprout, giving seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, so 
shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and shall succeed in 
the thing for which I sent it.  

Isaiah 55: 10-11 
   



 
 
 
 

WATER AID 
 
Coin filled water bottles were collected at the harvest thanksgiving 

service on 24th September. The total raised is £559.15.  This 

amount, including Gift Aid, will fund a hand pump alongside a 

borehole providing easy access to clean water.   A big thank you to 

all who donated. 

A Box of Bottles 



 

The Revive Youth Project 
Revive has been active within the  

community and church, even more so 

now that school terms are back in full 

swing since the summer break. There 

has been quite a bit happening and 

even more to come, which is detailed below. 

 

Over the last couple of months we have continued to deliver 

the Youth Alpha series to a small group of young people here 

in the community. Even though the number of people taking 

part in this isn’t huge, I still see this as a great step forward 

that young people are keen to explore Christianity. One  

amusing story coming out of doing Alpha is that a young  

person felt confident enough to argue the existence of God at 

school, in class with her teacher, all because she has been 

learning about faith and God through taking part in Alpha with 

us. I certainly do not encourage young people to be arguing 

with teachers but I did praise this young girl for standing her 

ground and putting a case forward for what she believes to be 

true and not true. A potential world-changer in the making! 

 

For the KICKS Youth group we have selected a new youth  

committee for the year 2017/18. This committee is made up 

of 4 keen young people who are already full of ideas and can’t 

wait to implement them into the youth groups. This is always 

an exciting time of year as we work with new young people, 

seeing them start their journey to bigger and better things. 

 

 



 

Revive (continued) 

 

One of the most exciting  

pieces of news to come  

recently was that Jamie  

Melville, Revive  

volunteer, won the Best  

Young Leader Award at  

the recent YMCA Scotland 

awards dinner for 2017.  

Jamie (pictured) has been 

volunteering with us for  

the past 3 years and his 

consistency, drive and  

energy have made the youth 

work in the church what it is  

today. Jamie continues to 

volunteer with us and is right alongside me, making positive 

change in the community. Thank you, Jamie, for all your hard 

work and dedication and thank you, church, for making this  

possible. 

 

Lastly, I will be on annual leave from 15/11/17 to 6/12/17 as I visit 

family down in South Africa and Swaziland. I am keen for all the 

youth work to continue during my time away, so plans will be put 

in place to enable our youth groups to continue during my  

absence. Thank you 

 

Matthew Dellaquaglia (Youth Worker) 



LET US BUILD A HOUSE - UPDATE 

 

You will remember the very successful project we 

ran last year to raise funds for the people of  

Nepal who had lost their homes when they were 

struck by a devastating earthquake.  Following 

this  campaign for Nepal the World Mission 

Council has received the following information regarding the rebuilding of 

the houses. 

 

Due to various regulations the government of Nepal are now funding the 

rebuilding of the houses in the affected areas.   Money given to the  

appeal is now being reallocated from house construction to the building of 

schools, replacing those devastated by the earthquake.   The construction 

of the new schools will be able to withstand any further earthquakes and 

could also be used as rescue centres should the need arise in the future.   

The World Mission Council is closely monitoring the school building  

programme and will issue updates from time to time. 

 

The Kirk Session agreed that the money raised by our congregation could 

be reallocated to the building of schools and trust that everyone who      

donated to the appeal will endorse their decision. 

CRAIGIE CROSS – SWITCH ON OF CHRISTMAS 
LIGHTS 

 
Craigie Church will be open 6pm—6.45pm on Thursday 7th 

December to coincide with the switching on of the Christmas 

Lights at Craigie Cross.   



ARTS & CRAFT GROUP 
 

            THURSDAYS—2PM TO 4PM 
 
We finish our session on 14th December and resume on  

Thursday 11th January 2018.  

Warmest Christmas wishes to you all. We are looking forward to seeing you 

again in 2018. 

From Betty, Mary & Cathie 

No Escape 

 

Our Locum Minister, Bob, and his 

wife, Christine, went on holiday in 

September to Northumbria in the 

north-east of England. On Sunday 

they worshipped at the local 

Church of England church in the 

small village of Whittingham and 

met up with Messy Church! 

 

There are some things from which you just cannot escape. 

SHOEBOX APPEAL 
 

      Blythswood Care once again  

organised a Shoebox Appeal and the Kirk 

Session agreed to support this very worthwhile cause.  Filled shoeboxes and  

donations were brought to Church on Sunday 5th November where they were 

dedicated. 



CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

We will be holding a Christingle Service in Craigie 

Church on Friday 8th December at 7.00pm.  

Many of the children from the  

organisations that meet in our Halls will play an 

active part in this Service.  You are warmly  

invited to join us for what will be a sharing,  

caring, and joyful service.  Please come along and 

share in this time with us and in doing so give 

these youngsters the support they deserve.  

 

 Following the Service, we hope that you will be able to join us for a time 

of fellowship in the Hall when refreshments will be served. 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

Many thanks to everyone who  sup-

ported the fundraising  Coffee Morning 

on Saturday, 14th October – a total of 

£658.70 was raised.    

A huge thank you for all the donations, 

attendance and help on the day which 

all went to make the event such a      

success. 



 

Finance 

 
We are very pleased to report that 139 envelopes 

with donations totalling £7,240 were received 

during this year’s Gift Day appeal. We wish to 

thank everyone who has contributed to this total. 

The harvest collection amounted to £559.04, which is to be donated to 

Water Aid. The money we have raised can purchase a hand pump  

alongside a borehole, which will provide easy access to clean water. Again 

a big thank you to everyone who contributed. 

We are also pleased to report that all outstanding bills are paid (partly  

because we have used funds that were due to be spent on other projects!) 

and that we have managed to save a considerable amount of money with 

volunteers taking on the cleaning of certain areas of both church buildings. 

In addition we are in the process of trying to rent out the Manse, which 

will allow us to bring in some revenue after the setup costs have been paid 

(it is reckoned that it will take approximately 6 months of rent to offset the 

initial expenses). 

Despite this, overall we are still only just keeping our head above water. 

We need to beware of being complacent as we await the results of the 

feasibility study on our buildings to help us determine the way forward. 

We are also in need of a new treasurer from 1st January. Because of family 

and business commitments, Paul has had to step down from this role after 

several years of very valuable service, for which we are grateful. We take 

this opportunity to thank him for his services. If we are unable to find 

someone, then we will have to employ someone. We can ill afford that at 

present, so, if you feel you could help or know someone who could, then 

please let me know. 

Regards and blessings, and best wishes for a happy and healthy 2018. 

Gordon G Loudon 



  

 
Pupils from Primary 5, Craigie School, show their appreciation of 

‘the knitting ladies’ from the church who spend time with them,  

passing on their skills. 

    

ST ANDREW’S BINGO TEA EVENING 

A fundraising Bingo Tea evening is to be held in Moncreiffe 

Church Hall on Friday 1st December.    

It is hoped there will be a good turnout for this fellowship  

fundraising event.   Stovies will be served during the evening.   

Further details will be in Orders of Service during November. 

 



In Memoriam 

“Those who hope in the Lord will find their strength renewed. 

They will rise on wings like eagles…”Isaiah 40:31   

  

Elder’s  

District 

Mrs Moira Proudfoot 41 Maple Road & Ruthven Towers, 
Auchterarder 

20 

PACT CHRISTMAS CAROL  

SERVICE 

The Rev Graham Taylor has  confirmed that there will 

be a PACT Choir at this year’s Christmas service. The 

rehearsals will take place on the 23rd and 

30th November in the North Church from 7pm – 9pm 

and on the 7th December, although the venue is still 

to be decided for this one.   

 

The choir this year will be led by Pauline Watt.  If you would like to join the 

choir please come along on the 23rd or if you have any queries Pauline is happy 

for folks to get in touch with her at: Singing.teacher@hotmail.co.uk.   

 

The choir will be accompanied this year by Catriona Roper from the North 

Church. 

mailto:%20Singing.teacher@hotmail.co.uk


KIDZONE CRECHE 
The Kidzone Creche continues to be available each Sunday at Craigie, apart 

from Sunday 26th November and Sunday 28th January 2018.  

Our first meeting had a real party atmosphere and 

was well attended. 

 

As always, we look forward to welcoming members 

of our church family to our meetings on Sunday 26th  

November and Sunday 28th January 2018. More details can be found on the 

church website. (www.candmchurch.org) 

 

And a big thank you to Janette Christie for her generous donation to the 

Messy Church. We have been able to buy colourful table cloths and aprons 

for the kitchen staff.   

Thanks, Messy Church team 

 

When I see the moon in the night sky, 

I speak my evening prayer:  

Praise be to the Being of Life,  

For his kindness and his goodness 

 

(Ancient Celtic Prayer) 



THE GUILD 
Firstly, a big THANK YOU to all the ladies who gave their time 

to help make up the baskets of flowers for the Harvest 

Thanksgiving Service on Sunday 24th September and to  

everyone who helped to deliver them after the service. We 

also had our Guild Rededication service on Sunday 15th October. 

We resumed our winter session of the Guild after our summer (I use the term 

loosely) break with our first meeting on Tuesday 26th September and our 

guest speaker was Rosemary Johnston, who has recently retired as Guild  

National Convenor 2016/2017.  

On 10th October we had two ladies representing Marie Curie. Marg is a  

retired Marie Curie nurse and Estelle spoke about how her mother had care 

from Marie Curie nurses and the influence it has made on Estelle’s life. She 

continually fundraises for them now. On 24th October Margo Kettles gave us 

a floral demonstration. 

Forthcoming Meetings 

7th November:  Jill Murdoch – No. 3 One Stop Shop 

21st November:  Jim Storm – More than an African Safari 

5th December: Christmas Party – entertainment by Perth and Tayside Home 

Schoolers 

9th January 2018:  Sandy Gunn – Street Pastors 

23rd January 2018:  Harriet Shaw – Mackies Crisps (Taypack) 

Should you like to join us for any of these meetings you will be made very 

welcome. 

 

The GUILD COFFEE MORNING is to be held on Saturday 18th November in 

Craigie Church Hall from 10am to 12noon. Tickets are £2.50 for adults and 

£1.50 for children. We will be having our usual Christmas Stall, Home Baking 

and a Bottle Stall. Please come along and join us for a cuppa and a blether. 

Margaret Lang (Secretary) 



 
STREET PASTORS 
Update from Perth, Autumn 2017  (adapted) 
 
It is difficult to quantify conversations,  
especially with folk in trouble, but of the  
things which can be counted in the last year,  
SPs supported 179 vulnerable people, calmed 
66 aggressive situations, removed 594 bottles from streets, did 79  
referrals to agencies and ensured 33 people got home. In addition,  
following a request from the Grammar School Pastors started patrolling 
roads near the school, on Friday lunchtimes.  
 
What of the future ?  
 
In an increasingly fragmented society where, beneath the image, more  
people feel isolated, the love of Jesus is the same yesterday, today and  
for ever, and the need for people to listen, care and help is increasing. How 
can we continue to represent Jesus and His care on the streets? To enable 
this to continue and grow there are 3 needs. 
  
People  
As a result of 7 Street Pastors having to retire on health grounds in the last 
2-3 months, we are no longer able to cover every Thurs and Sat (and  
Fri in Dec). There was one transfer from  another area, but no recruits from 
Perth and Kinross over the last year. Had this reduction  
happened a month earlier one of the nights which would have been  
affected saw a suicidal young woman on the edge of the river …………...….  
 
We read “Jesus was moved with compassion”. Half a dozen Christians in 
P+K being moved would ensure better coverage. Do you know of anyone  
willing to be moved? Training is provided. Please think, pray, act! Get in 
touch with any SP or perth@streetpastors.org.uk  
 
Finance  
We are very grateful to those who contribute either to Perth Street Pastors 
or to ATS (the umbrella body for SPs in Scotland responsible  
for development, training, support, QA, PVG, etc.) and those  
congregational prayer groups which support us in prayer. 



Soup and Rolls at Moncreiffe Church Hall,  

 

The Soup and Rolls club will close on 12th  

December until 9th January for its annual  

holiday.  

Many thanks to all the willing helpers and those 

who enjoy it. 

The Team at Moncreiffe. 

Data Protection 

Important Information for Contributors to the Chronicle 

We all look forward to reading your news (and seeing your photos) and we are 

eager to continue sharing via the Chronicle, so can all group conveners and 

organisation representatives please ensure they have the consent of anyone 

named or shown in any contribution submitted for publication.  

This is essential to avoid Craigie and Moncreiffe Church breaking the law.  

Thank you for your help with this.  

Colleen Joslin 

STREET PASTORS (continued) 
 
Prayer  
 
It is not SPs doing things for God! It is exciting to know God working in and 
through us. For this we are deeply grateful to our prayer partners and those 
congregational prayer groups which support us in prayer.  


