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Perth: Craigie and Moncreiffe Church aspires to      

demonstrate the love of God through its work with 

church members, and in the wider community. 

 

How we have changed:  

Perth: Craigie & Moncreiffe Church of Scotland is a successful union, formed in 2009. 

Since then we have, among other things:  

 recruited a youth worker, who runs two youth groups;  

 initiated Messy Church, which takes place once a month on a Sunday morning; 

 trained a group of volunteers who conduct worship at a care home; 

 run a well-received bereavement care programme, in collaboration with the local 

authority, which we plan to run again. 

How we are changing: 

In common with many congregations we face the challenge of an aging membership and 

declining income.  

With this in mind, we are considering how to repurpose our buildings for the twenty-first 

century. A feasibility study is under way, it will report back very soon and we know we will 

have some challenging decisions to make. This is an exciting opportunity that we would 

love you to be part of.  

How we will change: 

We are determined to maintain and develop the Christian presence in this parish for    

future decades. We need to engage young people while continuing to meet the needs of 

older people. 

Can you see yourself in this vision? 

Leadership, effective communication, collaboration and spiritual discernment are         

essential for this work.  
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MINISTERS AND DEACONS IN CIVIL PARTNERSHIPS ACT (ACT 1 2015) 

The Kirk Session of Perth: Craigie and Moncreiffe has agreed not to depart from the 

Church’s practice in relation to human sexuality in respect of the current vacancy. 

Feasibility Study 

Mission and Outreach is the cornerstone of what the congregation is trying to achieve at 

Craigie and Moncreiffe Church. 

With this in mind a process is now well under way that presents an incoming Minister 

with a unique opportunity to be part of this exciting project from the start – to help guide 

and  provide input to a process which will shape Craigie and Moncreiffe Church for the 

years ahead. 

In 2017 the Kirk Session embarked on a full and wide-ranging assessment of the church 

buildings to ensure they were fit for purpose both for worship and for their role in the wid-

er community. 

It was decided that a feasibility study should be carried out to provide the congregation 

with a range of options for these buildings and to provide inspiration for the way forward. 

In late 2017 Watson Burnett, architects from Edinburgh who have carried out many 

church studies and renovations, were appointed to carry out the study. 

As things develop apace, our interim moderator or clerk would be delighted to discuss 

things further  (eg reports, drawings and fundraising etc.). 

Congregation Statistics 

Craige and Moncreiffe is an extensive Parish lying on the South side of Perth. 

There are 572 members currently on the roll, with a regular attendance of approximately 

80 at Craigie and 25 at Moncreiffe each week. 

Over the last five years there have been 31 Baptisms and 12 Weddings.   

An average of 34 funerals per year have been carried out which include Parish as well as 

Church members’ funerals.  Funerals are shared between the Minister and the Auxiliary 

Minister. 
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PERTH enjoys an enviable position on the banks of the River Tay, Scotland ’s larg-

est river. The city has a strong economy and is a central transport hub to the rest of Scot-

land. With a rich history, the museums and theatres provide excellent cultural opportuni-

ties. The excellent schools, a first class college, the University of the Highlands and Is-

lands and plenty of leisure amenities mean Perth blends the convenience of city living 

with the charm and outdoor opportunities of a smaller town.  

Perth: Craigie and Moncreiffe Church is at the heart of the parish both physically 

and spiritually. It is one church with two buildings. 

 

 

 

                                                                           

Moncreiffe Church             

                                                                 

Craigie Church 

 

 

 

 

 The church buildings are     

approximately 0.87 miles 

(1.40 km) apart and within 

easy reach of each other. 
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Craigie Church Buildings 

 

These buildings consist of the church,       

session house, vestry, kitchen and a large 

hall, with stage. The session house is used to    

accommodate Kirk Session meetings and 

other smaller meetings throughout the week. 

The large hall is fully used by various         

organisations.    

 

 

Moncreiffe Church Buildings 

Over the last few years a great deal of work 

has been carried out to turn the traditional 

church halls of the original church, into a 

modern church centre. The centre           

comprises a large meeting hall with stage, a 

modern and comfortable coffee lounge, two 

small meeting rooms and a well equipped 

kitchen. The centre is in use throughout the 

week, and rooms are available for meetings 

and functions that benefit the community. 

 

Manse  

                                                                The Manse, at 46 Abbot Street and immediately 

opposite Craigie Church, has been extensively 

refurbished in recent years and is maintained in 

excellent condition. It is situated close to primary 

and secondary schools and  local facilities -    

including a post office, pub, convenience store, 

hairdressers and various takeaways at “Craigie 

Cross” (the crossroads of Abbot Street, Glover 

Street and Priory Place) - are just a short walk 

away. A large public park is also within easy 

walking distance, as are train and bus stations. 

he area is well served by a good bus service to  

the city centre of Perth.                                      

Please see Appendix for details of manse. 

 

 

mailto:minister@stmatts.org.uk
mailto:e.cameron242@btinternet.com


Contact Interim Moderator  Contact Clerk 

6 

Our Worship 

With our Auxiliary Minister, Reader, Worship Leader and Organist, we use both church 

buildings for worship weekly. Currently our services are predominantly traditional with a 

Sunday service at 9.30 at Moncreiffe and at 11.00 at Craigie. A crèche, known as       Ki-

dzone, is provided in the church hall during Sunday services at Craigie.  

On the last Sunday of the month we have a morning service at 11.00 at Craigie and a 

Messy Church, run by the Education and Mission Group, from 11.00 to 13.00 at          

Moncreiffe (no 9.30 service).  

At present, Holy Communion is held three times each year, usually at 11.00 at Craigie 

and 14.30 at Moncreiffe.  

A group of volunteers leads fortnightly services at Craigieknowes care home on Tuesday 

mornings and our Prayer Group will sometimes lead Sunday worship.   

We also hold additional services, ranging from evening services in Holy Week to   

Christingle and the Watchnight service at Christmas and end-of-term worship for the 

schools in the parish.  

Support for our Minister 

The Minister is supported in pastoral and other parish work by an Auxiliary Minister.  The 
presbytery plan also includes appropriate help. 

 

The Minister is also supported by an Executive Committee made up of all the Working 
Group Convenors, plus the Session Clerk and the Presbytery Elder.  

 

Members of the Kirk Session undertake pastoral work in Districts. Each church building 
has a volunteer Church Officer. 

 

In co-operation with the YMCA we employ a part-time Youth Worker. 

Governance 

Craigie and Moncreiffe Church has a unitary constitution with currently 35 active Elders 

making up the Kirk Session. 

ABOUT US 
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REVIVE 

The Revive Youth Project is part of Perth: Craigie & Moncreiffe Church's youth work for 

all young people aged 10 up to 25. Revive's overall aim is to allow young people to      

explore the Christian faith and encourage them in their faith. 

We do this by using the Space, Transformation, Impact model of youth work, which     

translates to: 

"Through us providing a space, we start to see positive transformation in our young 

people, which then has an impact on the young people involved as well as the          

community in which we work." 

Revive has been active in the South Perth community for 4 years now and has           

continuously provided youth provision such as the Monday night KICKS youth group, 

Thursday night Teen Space, not to mention our very famous summer trips that are      

usually linked with other youth groups around Perthshire. 

Revive has always been sought after by young people, families and community working 

professionals, which proves the need for such a project in the church. 

 

Youth Committee at South Perth Awards 

Night 2017 

 

 

Comrie Croft Residential 2017 

 

 

Working with Young People and Families in Our  

Community 

SERVING GOD: WHAT WE DO 

mailto:minister@stmatts.org.uk
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Working with Young People and Families in Our            

Community 

MESSY CHURCH 

After a lot of research and effort by the Education and Mission Committee ‘Messy 

Church’ was launched in October 2016 in Moncreiffe Church Hall. This initiative has 

proved very successful and continues to grow . 

Around 50 adults and children attend each Messy Church meeting, with a team of 

around 20 helpers who supervise crafts and produce food.  

As our vision is to maintain and develop the 

Christian presence in this parish for future    

decades, ‘Messy Church’ is an excellent        

example of how this vision is being achieved. 

 

Family Fun at Messy Church 

mailto:minister@stmatts.org.uk
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We have eight Working Groups, serving God in a variety of ways. As well as supporting 

the Minister, the Executive Committee oversees and co-ordinates all work of the Working 

Groups. Below is an overview from each of the groups. 

Education and Mission 

This group looks at ways for fellowship and nurturing deepening faith by journeying      

together to explore God’s work. Members are involved in looking at different methods for 

the education of children and young people with activities such as Sunday School,     Hol-

iday Clubs, Youth Groups and Messy Church. So far, involvement in adult education has 

been carried out through Alpha training, Bible Study and Prayer Groups. 

Finance 

This group oversees the financial arrangements for the church in relation to income and 

expenditure. It has responsibility for budgets, rental from church premises, salaries etc.   

Our current income enables us to meet our Mission and Service obligations and cover 

our operating costs. However, the combination of declining numbers, aging membership 

and difficult economic climate clearly presents a challenge that the Finance Group is    

actively addressing through the identification and implementation of a range of efficiency 

savings.    

Projects 

The remit of the Projects Working Group is to plan for and manage all the social activities 

and fund-raising activities of the congregation. The aim of the group is to bring the      

congregation together in fellowship. 

 

Various activities have been introduced in recent years          

including teas following worship on some Sunday mornings, 

the Arts & Crafts Group and inter-generational activities in 

schools. As well as these regular events taking place, special 

events, such as congregational lunches, have been           

organised.  

 

Fund-raising events of all kinds take place on a regular basis.  

A recent successful event was a water bottle collection for  

Water Aid as part of our Harvest Thanksgiving celebration.    

Working Groups 

mailto:minister@stmatts.org.uk
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Property  

This group has responsibility for the management of the property entrusted to the Kirk 

Session. The group ensures all property and equipment are maintained and it undertakes 

improvements to the premises where necessary in order that they can continue to meet 

the needs of the church and its activities. The group ensures that financial procedures 

laid down by the Kirk Session and all statutory obligations are complied with. 

 

Pastoral Care  

This group makes provision for the spiritual and practical welfare of church members and 

parishioners. Its remit includes the provision of training for the benefit of church members 

and parishioners and visiting members in care homes and hospitals. This group also       

assists the Minister and Auxiliary Minister with bereavement work and Home Communion 

visits and it provides oversight of transport requirements of the congregation. 

 

Publicity and Communications 

The aim of this group is to reach out to the congregation and wider community through 

the development, production and distribution of the church magazine (Chronicle),        

production of its supporting news sheet, management of the church website and        

maintenance of its Facebook and Twitter presence.  

 

Safeguarding 

This group ensures the church is safe for everyone. The church has a safeguarding              

coordinator and a safeguarding panel. All paid staff and volunteers who work with       

children and/or vulnerable adults have PVG clearance in accordance with current         

legislation. 

 

Worship  

The Worship Group includes a Reader and two presbytery trained Worship Leaders, one 

trained to level 1 and one to level 2. It has arranged special services and is helping to 

conduct regular  worship in rotation with others during the vacancy. Its function will       

develop in response to changing needs. 

 

mailto:minister@stmatts.org.uk
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Chaplaincy: We are currently welcomed in local schools (Craigie Primary School and 

Moncreiffe Primary School) and in Craigieknowes Nursing Home. 

 

Bereavement Support Programme: Love Hurts; Love Heals: A 6-week                   

multidisciplinary programme in partnership with Perth and Kinross Council, health        

services and voluntary sector developed and offered for the first time in 2016.    

 

The Chronicle: Our quarterly church magazine provides another way to reach out 

to members who can no longer attend church, as well as providing information for        

members who do attend. It is supported by a monthly news-sheet of events and social 

media.  

 

Church Flowers: Volunteers arrange flowers and see to their distribution after ser-

vices.  

 

Many other regular activities for adults, young people and children take place in Craigie 

and Moncreiffe churches and halls. These include church groups and community groups    

using the facilities.  

 

We also support Perth and Kinross Foodbank, Traidcraft, Feed the Minds, the Leprosy 

Mission and Christian Aid, and we are active in the South Perth Community Partnership. 

 

Many activities take place in our halls. The following are just some:  

Arts and Crafts Group              Badminton Club            

Bible Study Group       Boy’s Brigade, Anchor Section 

Coffee Club       Country Dancing  

Fitness Class       Martial Arts     

Prayer Group and Prayer Chain    Self Defence Classes  

Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Senior Guides Soup Club       

Tea Dances       The Childminding Group       

The Guild        Toddler and Baby Group 

Activities 

mailto:minister@stmatts.org.uk
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History 

 

Craigie and Moncreiffe together form a distinct neighbourhood within the city of Perth. 

From our established position as the church in the community, which is due in part to the 

locations of our buildings and their use for community activities, we have been working to 

establish strong partnerships with other local organisations to share God's love.  

 

Craigie Parish Church, Abbot Street, Perth PH2 0EE 

The story of Craigie Church starts in 1787. In that year a Chapel of Ease was erected by 

the Church of Scotland in Canal Street. In 1834 it was designated a church for the use of 

Gaelic speaking people residing within four miles of the town and became known as St 

Stephen’s Parish Church. In 1885 it amalgamated with a recently built church in Atholl 

Street. In 1887 the Gaelic Chapel in Canal Street was sold so that after 100 years the 

original St Stephen’s ceased to exist. The Presbytery decided to build a new St Ste-

phen’s in the growing suburb of Craigie, with the building completed in December 1895. 

 

In June 1929 at the time of the Union of the Churches the name of the church was 

changed from St Stephen’s to Craigie. 

 

Moncreiffe Parish Church, Glenbruar Crescent, Perth PH2 0AJ 

Moncreiffe Parish Church was established in 1950 as a church extension charge, and 

was built as a hall church. The present Sanctuary was added in 1977. The congregation 

was first united with the small congregation of Craigend in 1978, when the church there 

was demolished to make way for the motorway, and then it was linked with a further 

small  congregation of Rhynd. In 2001 the church at Rhynd was closed and the charge 

became one congregation again. 

 

In 2009 these neighbouring churches united to become Perth: Craigie and Moncreiffe 

Church. 

 

 

 

HOW WE ARRIVED: A STORY OF CHANGE 
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CONTACTS  

 

Interim Moderator      

Rev. Scott Burton 

St Matthews Church 

Tay Street 

Perth 

PH1 5LQ 

Tel: 07776212726 

Email: minister@stmatts.org.uk 

 

Clerk to the Nominating Committee  

Miss Elizabeth Cameron 

39 Cavendish Avenue 

Perth 

PH2 0JU 

Tel: 01738 621918 

Email: e.cameron242@btinternet.com 

 

 

Website: www.candmchurch.org  

 

Or find us on Facebook and Twitter 

Perth: Craigie and Moncreiffe Church of Scotland 
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