
364 
 

 

BARNWELL PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting 

Held on Tuesday 17th November 2015 at Barnwell Village Hall at 8pm 
 

Present:    Councillors Heather Hanlon (Chair), Nick Bould, David Brown, Phil Holden, Chris 
Soans, Graham Wise, Parish & District Councillor Geoff Shacklock 

                                                  
In attendance: Nicki Phillips (Parish Clerk), PCSO Ali Wallace, Rhys Bradshaw – Planning       

     Development Officer, County Councillor Wendy Brackenbury, 1 member of public. 
 
17/11/1339  Public Open Time – none 
 
17/11/1340  Apologies for Absence – Jonathan Harrington 
 
17/11/1341  Declarations of Interest – none 
 
17/11/1342 Minutes – minutes of the meeting held on the 15th September, 2015 were approved 

and signed. 
 
17/11/1346 Police Report – Councillor Hanlon asked for this item to be brought forward to allow 

PCSO Wallace to return to duty.  PCSO Wallace reported a decline in reported 
incidents on this time last year but said that batteries were being stolen from fields.  
The cross-border policing is working well with neighbouring forces. In reply to a 
question from Councillor Hanlon, PCSO Wallace said if you call 101 you will be 
asked which force you need but she would need to check if that was the same with 
999. Councillor David Brown reported there were still long delays when dialling 101. 
Councillor Chris Soans raised the issue of hare coursing in the area, PCSO Wallace 
replied that some arrests had recently been made. Councillors were asked to 
complete and return a survey. PCSO Wallace then left the meeting. 

 
17/11/1347 Presentation from Rhys Bradshaw – Planning Development Officer ENC– 

Councillor Hanlon asked for this item to be brought forward. 
 Rhys informed the meeting about the recent Permitted Development Rights and how 

they applied to agricultural buildings being converted to dwelling-houses (barn 
conversions). The meeting was told why the rules were developed and how there were 
limited reasons for objection.  An example was shown of one such conversion which is 
now going to appeal after permission was refused.  Several questions from councillors 
were asked about different aspects of the process. Councillor Hanlon thanked Rhys for 
taking the time to talk to the council, Rhys then left the meeting. 

 
17/11/1343  Matters Arising - none 
 
17/11/1344  Finance & Accounts 
17/11/1344.1  Balance of Accounts to 30th October 2015 – the Clerk apologised that the figures 

were based on the bank balance of 12th October as the bank statements for 
November had not arrived. Balance signed off as correct. 

 
17/11/1344.2  Bank Statements – inspected and signed. 
 
17/11/1344.3  To Approve Invoices due for Payment  – resolved that the accounts paid/due for 
 payment listed below be approved. 
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Cheque 
Number Payee Amount Details 

100346 Lorna Lovell £162.72 Clerk's Salary - Sept 15 

100347 Fitzpatrick Woolmer £1216.80 Water Vole Interpretation Panel 

100348 Lorna Lovell £162.72 Clerk's Salary - Oct 15 

100349 N A Phillips £162.72 Clerk's Salary - Oct 15 

100350 E.ON £214.13 Street lighting (unmetered supply) 01/07/15-30/09/15  

100351 Turney Landscapes Ltd £168.00 Urban highway grass mowing (S136) 6 of 7 

100352 Turney Landscapes Ltd £168.00 Urban highway grass mowing (S136) 7 of 7 

100353 Lorna Lovell £140.49 Expenses for year commencing 01.04.15 

100354 N A Phillips 60.18 Expenses for October 2015 

 
17/11/1344.4  Draft Budget/Precept 2016/17 – the Clerk produced a draft budget based on  
  predicted income/expenditure for the coming financial year, and recommended  
  keeping the precept at £7500 which is the same level as 2015/16. After discussion
  Council voted in favour. 
 

17/11/1345 Clerks Expenses – the clerk explained that her expenses for October seemed high 
as there had been a large amount of printing to do, along with items purchased to 
allow her to carry out her duties, she would also like to claim an amount to cover the 
use of own equipment, heating etc. which the previous Clerk had not claimed. Her 
expenses were approved. 

 

17/11/1348 Planning 
17/11/1348.1 New Applications - EN/15/01960/FUL – Two storey rear extension to 26 Main 
  Street, Barnwell – documents circulated for Councillors’ comments.                   
17/11/1348.2  Pending - EN/15/01845/TCA – Tree felling at The Reading Room, Barnwell. 
17/11/1348.3  Results - none  
17/11/1348.4 Enforcement Issues -  the clerk reported that she had spoken with ENC about the 

two on-going issues and had been told that the problems at 9 Well Lane had now 

been resolved but the concerns at Barnwell Moorings would not be addressed further 

unless evidence of infringement of the planning conditions could be produced. It was 

resolved to attempt to record by photographs or Google the present state of affairs 

so that any further development can be proved. 

17/11/1349     Water Vole Information board – the board has been purchased and collected and is   
                     now waiting to be installed. Councillor Brown to arrange working party. 
  

17/11/1350  Armston Road Footpath – now tidied up and sided out but needs further work.  
County Councillor Brackenbury to speak with Sarah Barnwell at NCC and at least 
obtain an estimate of the cost of the extra work. 

 

17/11/1351  Report from Neighbourhood Development Plan Working Party – Councillor Hanlon 
reported that a skeleton plan has now been produced and it is hoped to have a draft 
plan to show to the village by April, with completion of the plan by 2017.  A consultant 
may need to be employed to work on it and if so Councillor Hanlon would apply for 
grants to cover the costs. Mick Burns now wishes to stand back from this work.  
Councillor Wise has met with the Duke to discuss the inclusion of development at the 
Well Lane site.  Discussion then followed on the possibility of a gradual widening of the 
village envelope to enable development of one or two houses a year. 

 

 17/11/1352 Village Trees – Councillor Brown reported that those trees in need of work have now 
been identified, and NCC had agreed to carry out all the work on the schedule, plus 
perhaps some extra work on the village green trees. 
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17/11/1353 Cricket Field Lease/Cricket Club – Councillor Hanlon reported that she had gone over 
the lease along with Gerry Allen and could see no problems and did not see the need 
to hire a solicitor and therefore proposed signing and returning it.  The only issue was 
that the field could not be sub-let, but as the council had no intention of sub-letting this 
was not seen as a problem.  Discussion took place as to if the cricket club could be 
asked for a contribution to the upkeep. Councillor’s Hanlon and Holden signed the 
lease.  It was resolved to mow the grass to recreational standards and not cricket 
standards. 

17/11/1354 Proposed sign for Cricket/Community Field – Councillor Brown suggested erecting 
a sign at the Cricket/Community Field as many people think it is just a cricket field.  
Discussion followed as to the wording and Councillor Brown was asked to obtain 
quotes. 

 
17/11/1355 Selling of Housing Association Houses - Councillor Hanlon had received a letter 

back from Tom Pursglove MP, and had also been able to have a conversation with him 
in person on the matter.  Councillor Hanlon then read out a letter from the Minister of 
State for Housing and Planning which appeared to indicate that Barnwell will be 
exempt from the right to buy scheme. However, it was thought that this needed further 
clarification. 

 
17/11/1356 Community Right to Bid – with concerns being raised for the future of the village Post 

Office and shop Councillor Hanlon explained the limitations of Community Right to Bid.  
In the event of the property coming onto the market the community would need to raise 
a vast amount of money if they wished to purchase it. It was thought that it would be 
useful to arrange a meeting with the owner to see what plans if any he had for the 
future. Councillor Brown to arrange. 

 
17/11/1357 Oundle Town and Local Parish Council Meetings – Councillors Hanlon and 

Shacklock attended and reported back that Oundle Fire Brigade had now taken 
delivery of their new rescue vehicle this being a much smaller vehicle that the 
traditional fire tender reflecting the fact that there are less fires and more rescues to be 
attended.  The work on the bridge over the Nene is still not finished and it would be the 
Spring before it would be carried out.  The Green Way is still being developed with 
some work still to be completed on some link sections. 

  
17/11/1358 Winter Newsletter – The Clerk to produce and order 220 copies. 
 
17/11/1359 Urban Grass Cutting – the grant claim form has been completed and sent off and the 

Clerk to chase up. Quotes still being obtained for next seasons cutting. 
 
17/11/1360 Any Other Business – The Community Group has now obtained a defibrillator and is 

now looking for a suitable place to position it taking into account the need for a power 
supply and asked whether the council would pay for the electricity used. 

 
 The Clerk was asked to contact NCC Highways about a barrier being locked across 

the byway at Gypsy Lane. 
 
Meeting closed at 22.00 pm  
 
Next Meeting – Tuesday 19th January 2015, 8pm, at the village hall. 


