
 

 

Minutes of Barnwell Parish Meeting 
held on Tuesday 20th May 2014 at Barnwell Village Hall 

 
 

The Meeting was chaired by Councillor Hanlon who welcomed Councillors Brown, Wise, 
Holden, Soans and Shacklock and 5 members of the public. 
 
1. Apologies – none 

 
2. Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 21st May, 2013 were approved and signed. 

 
3. Matters Arising - none. 

 
4. Chairman’s Report – it has been quite a busy year for the Council.  The big issue for 

us last year was, of course, the Parish Boundary Review. We put together a robust 
submission countering Oundle Town Council’s request to change Oundle’s boundary 
to encompass a large area of Barnwell parish. We received a lot of support from 
residents living in the area which would have been affected by any change, and also 
from other residents in the village. After the first round of consultation, the initial 
opinion was not to change any of Oundle’s boundaries. Just before the deadline at the 
end of the second round of consultation, Oundle Town Council sent in another 
submission and we, therefore, had to quickly counter that. Happily, the end result was 
that the final recommendation to ENDC was to leave Oundle’s boundaries unchanged 
and this was adopted.  

 
During our involvement in the Parish Review process, it was suggested that we should 
produce a Neighbourhood Plan, which we have agreed to do. This plan will, amongst 
other things, define our parish borders, identify our green spaces and, if any exist, 
areas for development. It will also give us the opportunity to devise a wish list of 
improved amenities for the future. We have now established a Working Party which will 
put together a draft plan reflecting the views expressed in a recent questionnaire, 
which was circulated to all Barnwell residents. This draft will then be presented to 
residents at a Public Meeting before being sent to ENDC for approval. 
 
The Working Party members are: Heather Hanlon (Chair), Geoff Shacklock (Vice 
Chair), Sophie Shacklock (Clerk), Janet Johnson, David Brown, Tim Herring and Mick 
Burns. 

 
Now to more mundane matters, we renewed the village grass cutting contract with 
Turney Landscaping Ltd. on the same terms as last year, and we will receive a grant 
from the County Council to cover the cost. Having established that there is a colony of 
water voles living near the ford, we have arranged with Turneys to leave a small area 
unmown to protect their habitat and, in conjunction with the Wild life Trust, we hope to 
erect an information board at the ford to explain more about them. 

 
At the beginning of this year Fred Dudley retired from the Council and I would like to 
express our sincere appreciation of his very valuable contribution as a Councillor. Nick 
Bould was co-opted to fill the vacancy and we extend a very warm welcome to him. We 
have now appointed Jonathan Harrington as our Highway Warden, and he will be 
keeping an eye on the roads around Barnwell. 

 



 

 

In line with our approved Tree Maintenance Plan, some of the lime trees have been 
trimmed this year, and our thanks go to David, Geoff, Phil and Clayton for doing the 
work. 

 
I would like to thank Councillor Holden who again this year organised a village Litter 
Pick. We had several willing helpers and our thanks go to them. It was pleasing to 
discover that there was much less litter this year, especially on the Village Hall field – 
long may it stay that way! 

 
Thanks also to Pam Richardson for her ongoing village litter picking, and to Ted Croft 
for the cutting of the village green.  

 
All that remains is for me to thank Lorna for all her help and support during the past 
year- she really does a sterling job in keeping us all on the straight and narrow! 

 
5. Neighbourhood Development Plan – see Chairman’s report. 

6. Grass Cutting – see Chairman’s report. 

7. Tree Management - see Chairman's report.  
 

8. Highway Maintenance – see Chairman's report. 
 

9. Questions from the floor – a resident asked whether there was a possibility of 
reducing the speed limit in the village to 20mph. The Chair advised that this had been 
looked into before and speed checks had been carried out. And although she had 
been involved previously, it was suggested to contact Sarah Barnwell the County 
Officer responsible for this area for advice any changes that have occurred in 
regulations/legislation that would enable the speed limit to be reduced, especially 
around the school. 

 
It was also commented on that the footpath into Oundle is over grown, the Clerk 
advised that the footpath is monitored by County and trimmed when required. However 
she would check and get in touch with the county officer if not done. 

  
There being no further items for discussion, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.50pm 
after thanking everyone for their attendance. 
 
Minutes taken by the Parish Clerk, L Lovell 
 


