
 

 

Minutes of Barnwell Parish Meeting 
held on Tuesday 19th May 2015 at Barnwell Village Hall 

 
 

Present:    Councillors Heather Hanlon (Chair), Nick Bould, David Brown, Phil Holden, 
Chris Soans, Graham Wise, Parish & District Councillor Geoff Shacklock 

                                                  
In attendance: Lorna Lovell, Parish Clerk, and 1 member of public 
 
1. Apologies – none 

 
2. Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on 20th May, 2014 were approved and signed. 

 
3. Matters Arising - none. 

 
Chairman’s Report – I am pleased to report that this has been a relatively problem- free 
year for the council. We have been busy progressing the Barnwell Neighbourhood Plan 
and we held a very successful Community Open Day on 18th April. Many residents came 
along and gave us their suggestions and comments, which we are now working on, and 
we hope to soon produce a draft plan to present to the village. Our thanks go to everyone 
who has freely given his/ her time to work on this project. 
 
The new cycle crossing on the A605 is now in place, and the dream is that one day there 
will be a cycle path all the way from Barnwell to Oundle. At least the crossing is a good 
start! 
 
In November of last year, following a letter campaign instigated by Sandra Cartledge and 
supported by several residents, we met with Sarah Barnwell, the Community Liaison 
Officer, to discuss the state of the footpath from Armston to Barnwell. She agreed to 
initially have the existing path cleared, and then to look at the costing of siding out the 
existing pathway and maybe creating more pathway. She did, however, point out that 
everything would be governed by budget restraints. So far the path has been cleared and I 
have recently heard from Sarah that the siding out will be done very soon but, at the 
moment, there is little possibility that the path will be extended due to lack of available 
funds. However, she has agreed to keep the project alive and will pursue it if a funding 
stream becomes available. 
 
The village notice board was suffering from being positioned under a lime tree and the 
wood had deteriorated badly. It was therefore decided to renovate it and reposition it on 
the village green away from any trees. David Brown undertook the job of restoring it and 
together with volunteers managed to resite it next to the phone box. Our thanks to David 
and helpers for such a good job. We would like to put doors on the back of the board 
which would not be locked and would prevent notices getting wet. They would also help to 
protect the backing board. We are in the process of getting quotes for this work. 
 
We are also in the process of erecting a lectern at the ford which will contain information 
about water voles. We have been waiting for the optimal time to take photographs of the 
brook, which will form the backdrop on the lectern, and we hope to have it installed soon. 
 
We are thrilled to have a parish council website up and running. It is very much in its 
infancy at the moment but you can access it through www.barnwellparishcouncil.org.uk 



 

 

Our lease on the cricket field came up for renewal last July and we were contacted to 
inform us that the annual rent would increase from £192.50 to £250 and the lease would 
be unlikely to run for more than 15 years. In addition we were being asked to pay £1500 in 
legal fees to draw up the new lease. We advised that we could not afford that level of fees 
and we are still in negotiation with the diocesan’s representative. We hope to have the 
matter resolved soon. 
 
We were very pleased that Geoff Shacklock was elected as our District Councillor, 
succeeding his cousin, Derek Capp, who has retired, very much a case of keeping it in the 
family! Our congratulations to you Geoff! 
 
Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has volunteered to help to keep the village 
running smoothly this year. David, Geoff, Clayton and Phil who trimmed the lime trees, 
Phil who organised the annual litter pick and everyone who came along to help, Pam 
Richardson who continues to keep the heart of the village free of litter and, of course, Ted 
Croft, who keeps our village green looking so smart. Our sincere thanks to you all. 
 
Heather Hanlon  
 
4. Questions from the floor – none 

 
  
There being no further items for discussion, the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.40pm 
after thanking everyone for their attendance. 
 
Minutes taken by the Parish Clerk, L Lovell 
 


