
Annexure to Agenda  : Meeting date 21 September 2015

CLERK CONTACT DETAILS

Address: 151 California Road, Oldland Common, BS30 9PP
Telephone: 07586 437769

2. Declarations of Interest and dispensations

This is the opportunity for Councillors to a) declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI's); b) consider 
and c) grant any requests for dispensation received.
All previously granted dispensations expired at the end of the last term of office. Dispensation Request 
Forms and guidelines have been distributed to all Councillors but can be sent out again upon request.

4. Co-option of vacancies

Claire Arbery of Bridgwater Road will be available to be co-opted at this meeting thus filling the remaining 
vacancy. This agenda item may need to be taken later in the evening as Claire has advised she can not 
arrive until after 8pm (school commitments).

5. Declarations of Acceptance of Office

Claire Arbery, once co-opted onto the Council, will be required to complete her Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office and take her place on the Council to participate in the remainder of the meeting.

8. Actions Arising not addressed elsewhere

The following actions arising from the meeting of 13 July 2015 are still outstanding or addressed as follows:
- Telephone box: Mr Cole has undertaken to repaint at a time of good weather
- Rural Broadband: Geoff Coombs to continue liaising with NSC

9. Planning

a) The following planning application has been received:
- Erection of a new porch to the front of Stoneleigh House, School Lane, Barrow Gurney 
(15/P/1635/F)

The following planning applications have been granted consent / approval:
- Erection of a two storey extension at 2 Mill Cottages, Barrow Street, Barrow Gurney (15/P/1373/F)
- Erection of a new porch to the front of Stoneleigh House, School Lane, Barrow Gurney 
(15/P/1635/F)

The following planning application has been amended:
- Erection of a two storey side extension, a single storey rear extension and a side garage at 
Barrowfields Cottage, Dial Lane, Felton (15/P/1459/F) – The single storey rear extension and side 
garage have been removed from the application as these are considered permitted development not 
requiring planning permission. The area of the revised two storey side extension for which planning 
permission is being sought, has been reduced slightly.

The following planning application has been advised as:
- Screening opinion as to whether an Environmental Impact Assessment is required to be submitted 
with a planning application for a proposal to erect 156 no. dwellings and associated access, 
landscaping and infrastructure on land at the former Barrow Gurney Hospital, Wild Country Lane 
(15/P/1511/EIA1) – No EIA required

The following enforcement case has been opened:
- Unauthorised tree works at Barrow Hospital, Wild Country Lane (case 2015/0298 – 16/07/2015) – 



Meeting with developers took place to discuss planning condition requiring tree protection.

d) Parish Development Brief
- The Parish Council has been asked by a resident-appointed agent to offer guidance on the viability 
of a small-scale commercial development within the village. There is no breach of the Transparency 
Code when communicating with developers, residents and/or agents in providing a generic brief 
outlining the concerns and aspirations of the Parish Council, however, the Council may wish to set up
a working group to formulate such a brief and advise Members accordingly.

10. Village Green

b) Tree Wardens
- We have been asked to once again look at nominating one or more tree wardens in the parish. Rob
has had two residents volunteer to be Tree Wardens. The benefits of having a tree warden are given
in this excerpt from the e-mail I received from Linda Saretok, Principal Tree Officer, NSC:
“For those of you who have not yet appointed a tree warden, there is no time like now! Tree 
wardens can be an invaluable help to the parish council, especially in commenting on tree work 
applications. Tree wardens can also run projects to map the notable trees in the parish, to plant 
trees, to educate residents of the benefits of trees, and to keep a general eye on trees for health 
and safety reasons. For example, last year, the tree wardens in Winscombe planted a number of 
trees in an otherwise bare street, and they are planning to plant another batch of trees this year. 
One of the tree wardens in Weston-super-Mare consulted with about 30 residents about the two 
options available to make safe a severely storm damaged tree, which helped us anchor the final 
decision within the community. The second example shows how useful it is with this link between 
the council (parish or unitary) and the residents. If you would like more information, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me. Further information is also available from the Tree Council who run the Tree 
Warden scheme nationally. Their website is here: http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/”

11. Finance

a) Internal Audit Review 2015 / 2016
- Circulated with the agenda for review.
- Currently, the internal audit is undertaken by the Internal Audit Panel of Clerks appointed by the 
council in 2013. The Panel is in the process of recruiting additional members as the current 
impartiality resulting from the non-reciprocal arrangement of three different clerks auditing the three
participating councils has been compromised with my appointment as clerk to Brockley Parish 
Council (one of the three participating councils).

12. IT matters

a) Laptop maintenance and Anti-virus Software
- The Parish Council's laptop purchased in 2012 from NSC under the “paperless parish” incentive 
scheme came pre-loaded with AVG's free anti-virus software. Despite keeping this free version 
updated, the laptop recently became infected with malware that needed to be professionally 
removed. This was at a cost of £29.99 which I have paid for and will be asking the Council to 
reimburse under Clerk's expenses in November.
- I have been advised by Smart Computers that the free anti-virus software currently available is not 
sufficient to adequately protect the laptop so I would like to recommend that the full version of 
AVG's Protection Pro is purchased at a cost of £39.99 per annum (shared between Barrow Gurney 
Parish Council and Brockley Parish Council).

c) Parish Council website
- The website set-up was completed in early August and advertised in the August parish magazine. 
All documents required to be published have been uploaded and are available to view. The annual 
fee of £24.95 was paid and will be claimed under Clerk’s expenses at the November meeting of the 
Parish Council.
Grants are available, applications through ALCA, to cover the costs incurred in becoming compliant 
with the Transparency Code (ie. The need to have a free and accessible website) and I shall be 
putting together a claim in the near future.

http://www.treecouncil.org.uk/


14. Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

c) Footpaths
- Following a report of a broken step at a stile on the footpath leading from the drive to the Church, 
repairs were made by Adrian Woolacott’s team (Rights of Way, NSC) within two weeks!
- Following a request made by NSC’s Senior Access Officer for assistance in reviewing various sites 
around the parish where footpath signage defects where thought to occur, Andy Robbins inspected 
and reported back on all listed locations. It is NSC’s intention to schedule works to correct these 
confirmed known defects.

d) Link to the Future
- A38 footpath minor works: The grant application to the Bristol Airport Community Fund for the full 
£1,925 being BGPC's 50% contribution to the cost of the works has been approved and funds 
received. I have made contact with Mike o’Sullivan (Highways & Transport, NSC) advising him that 
the Parish Council have secured the necessary funds for works to proceed. I am awaiting a start date
from him.

15. Open Forum for the Parish Council

a) Appointment of representative to the Parish Councils’ Airport Association
- A representative needs to be appointed to attend, vote at and report on meetings of the Parish 
Councils’ Airport Association of which the Parish Council is a member.


