
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Annexure to Agenda  : Meeting date 13 January 2020

CLERK CONTACT DETAILS

Joanna van Tonder
e-mail: barrowgurneyclerk@gmail.com

Telephone: 07586 437769

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
This is the opportunity for Councillors to a) declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPI's); b) consider 
and c) grant any requests for dispensation received.

5. Police Report
The following incidents of crime are reported on the constabulary's website:
October 2019:

• 1 x Burglary on or near Bridgwater Road (under investigation)

November 2019:
• 1 x Violence or Sexual Offence on or near Bridgwater Road (under investigation)

6. Actions arising not addressed elsewhere
The following actions arising from the meeting of 11 November 2019 are still outstanding or not addressed 
elsewhere in the agenda:
Min 7(e) (12/11/18): 
Other Planning matters

Clerk to request information from Bristol Airport 
on flights that have deviated from the prescribed 
route during either take off or landing

Bristol Airport has been 
asked to provide data on a 
number of occasions – still 
awaited

Min 15(c) (08/07/19):
Open Forum: Freemans 
Farm Memorial

Clerk to look into having the memorial included 
on NSC's historic monuments list

In the process of having 
memorial listed

Min 4 & 10(b)
(09/09/19): Village 
Agent guest speaker & 
reallocation of Flax 
Bourton Youth Club grant

Clerk to draw up a directory of local services, 
facilities and activities

Clerk to look into feasibility of a survey
In progress

Min 7: Proposed Local 
Electricity Bill

Clerk to write letter of support Completed

Min 8(c): Budget 
2020/21

Clerk to ask NSC to provide VAS on loan
See 9(d), below

Min 9(b): Weight Limit 
restrictions along Barrow 
Street

Clerk to:
1. write to Mill
2. ask NSC to review signage

Action to date:
1. outstanding
2. outstanding

Min 9(b): Service level 
expectations

Clerk to arrange meeting with Hugh Gregor, Eric 
Gates and Gregg Brake

To be arranged for the new 
year

Min 9(c): A38 
improvements

Clerk to investigate further with Somerset 
County Council

No additional information is 
currently available on SCC's 
website

Min 9(d): Fly-tipping Sandra Gibson to pass on LA facebook page 
details

Clerk unable to find a 
Facebook page as described
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Min 12(b): Barrow 
Hospital / WCL

Clerk to pass on Andrew Sheridan reports to LA 
Clerk Completed

Min 15(b): Princes Motto Clerk to look into Community Right to Bid See 11(c), below

Min 15(b): Princes Motto Sandra Gibson to draft letter for circulation

7. Consultations

a) NSC Draft Corporate Plan 2019-23
- NSC are currently consulting on their draft Corporate Plan for 2019-23 

– DEADLINE for comments – 17 January 2020
- Link to documents: Draft Corporate Plan 2019-23

b) NSC Draft Budget 2020/21
- NSC are currently consulting on their draft Budget 2020/21 

– DEADLINE for comments – 17 January 2020
- Link to documents: Draft Budget 2020/21 consultation / Budget report to NSC Executive (includes 
draft budget)

c) NSC Neighbourhood Consultation
- from NSC Town & Parish Digest – December 2019:
“North Somerset Council is developing its corporate plan, which will set out the council’s
vision and priorities for the next four years.
The council has committed to being open and transparent, and this will be a
commitment in the corporate plan. This means that we want to develop a way of
working alongside town and parish councils, partners, local organisations and local
residents so that our decisions are best informed by local need.
In the new year, there are a number of initiatives within the corporate plan such as the
libraries and leisure strategies, parks and streetscene contracts and the garden waste
collection service that we would like to develop with input from town and parish
councils, partners and residents.
We are proposing a 12 week engagement and consultation period between February
2020 and April/May 2020 which will include online surveys, up to eight public
engagement events in different parts of North Somerset and some additional
engagement with a wide variety of stakeholders.
We are really keen to work in partnership with town and parish councils and would like
to invite you to contact the Neighbourhood Management Programme team by email
YourNeighbourhood@n-somerset.gov.uk to talk about what might work best for your
town or parish.
If there are opportunities to host a public meeting jointly within the consultation period
we would welcome a conversation early in January to discuss the details.
We are looking forward to working together with you in the new year.”

8. Finance and Governance

a) Village Green Committee Budget 2020/21
- Circulated with the agenda for consideration.
- Explanation of increases on VGC Budget 2019/20:

• Grass cutting costs are to increase from £60/cut to £70/cut (no. of cuts unchanged)
• The cost of path spraying has increased to £150/spray as a result of change of supplier
• A budget of £350 has been included to cover general repairs

b) Budget 2020/21
- Circulated with the agenda for discussion and agreement – COUNCILLORS, PLEASE ENSURE THAT 
YOU ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE BUDGET IN ADVANCE OF DISCUSSIONS AT THE MEETING.
- In preparing the budget, the following additional expenditure has been included:

• Renewal / replacement of picnic tables on the village green has been budgeted for at a cost 
of £500

- Explanation of increases over 15% on Budget 2019/20:
• IT budget has increased by £61 to cover the annual costs of anti-virus software and Dropbox
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(shared on a 50:50 basis with Brockley PC)
• Annual audit fee costs have been budgeted with a £33 increase to cover the cost of the 

Clerk's travel expenses

c) Precept 2020/21
- The precept for the following year is to be decided in line with the budgets proposed in 8(a) & (b)
- The figure of £10,200 shown in the budget is a suggestion only that, based on the expenditure 
included in the budget, would maintain a healthy reserve but would result in an increase of 
19.09% / £7.10 per Band D equivalent household for the year.
- The PC's tax base (no. of band D equivalent properties available to cover the Precept requirement) 
has fallen from 240.1 (2019/20) to 230.4 (2020/21). This means that any increase in precept results 
in a disproportionate increase per household as there are comparatively fewer households available 
to share the cost. NSC explains reasons for the falling tax base as follows:
“the council taxbase is calculated sum rather than a specific value based solely on housing within an 
area, and so it can easily fluctuate year-on-year.
The core source of information is a report which shows how many properties are within the town 
and parish area at a specific point in time, and also how many properties are within each of the 
council tax bandings.
These values are then adjusted to reflect the following issues;

•Potential increases / decreases in the number of properties during the year ahead – these 
are forecast estimates, and are more often increases which arise from new developments 
within the town/parish – they are factored into the calculation following an assessment on 
timing / deliverability.
•Discounts and reliefs – these include items such as the single person discount and also the 
council tax support scheme – both of these have the effect of reducing the number of band 
D properties within an area. Information is provided at the same time as the housing 
numbers, but can change at any point during the year if more / less discounts are awarded.

The taxbase calculation is approved in December each year, and as shown above it contains a range 
of assumptions and factors, many of which are outside of the councils control – any or all of these 
assumptions can change during the year.  North Somerset Council’s budget monitoring during the 
2019/20 financial year shows the following;

•A reduction in the delivery of new housing compared to anticipated levels – meaning that 
the current taxbase is lower than the budgeted taxbase, and the council is collecting less 
council tax income than it anticipated,
•An increase in the number of single persons discounts has been awarded – meaning that 
the average number of Band D properties is less than budgeted, and the  council is 
collecting less council tax income than it anticipated.

The data for Barrow Gurney shows that in 2019/20 there has been less housing growth in 2019/20 
than budgeted (c11 Band D’s), and more discounts awarded (c3 Band D’s).”

- Precept impact on reserves / Band D households (for comparison and to aid decision making):
Precept % increase on Band D

equivalent properties
£ increase on Band D
equivalent properties

Reserves: % of Annual
General Expenditure*

£9,000 (= LFY) 5.08% £1.89 53%

£9,500 10.92% £4.06 58%

£10,200 (= budget) 19.09% £7.10 65%

£10,750 25.51% £9.48 70%
* Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England Practitioners’ Guide (March 2019) s5.32 
suggests a level of reseves between 25% and 100% of Annual General Expenditure.

d) Website Accessibility report & future training
- Report to be circulated in advance of the meeting
- Following on from the Preparing to Meet Website Accessibility Guidelines Session 1 and 2 training 
in November, further training is available. The next webinar in March is:

Creating accessible word and pdf documents – getting the basics right 
Cost: £30 + VAT (to be shared with Brockley PC on a 50:50 basis)
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e) Pension Auto-enrolment duties
- Every three years, the PC has a duty to assess the status of, and re-enrol certain categories of staff
in the Parish Council's NEST pension scheme. Following this assessment and re-enrolment (if 
appropriate), the PC must complete a re-declaration of compliance before the deadline of 31 March 
2020.
- The assessment has been carried out and there were no qualifying staff to be re-enrolled in the 
pension scheme. The re-declaration of compliance has been completed and acknowledged by the 
Pensions Regulator on 15 December 2019.

f) Receipts and Payments
- Receipts since the last meeting: £80.00 Brockley PC contribution to Good 

Councillor's training

£40.00 Wrington PC contribution to Good 
Councillor's training

- Payments since the last meeting: £444.19 Clerk's salary – November 2019

£444.19 Clerk's salary – December 2019

9. Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by NSC
Location Problem NSC Action

Hobbs Lane Severely overgrown Clerk to inspect

All overgrown verges and hedges along A38
 Clerk to inspect

Naish Lane (opp. 
Roseneath)

pothole Reported – Clerk to inspect

A38 Blocked drains Reported – Clerk to inspect

Newditch Lane Flooding Reported – Clerk to inspect

Barrow Street Missing cats' eyes Reported – Clerk to inspect

Barrow Street (at Mill
pond)

Camber of road has 
changed since resurfacing, 
water flowing away from 
drain

To be reported to Highways

Wild Country Lane 
(at Whistlewind)

pothole
Reported – Clerk to inspect

Temporary road closures / speed amendments
- 

b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
- 

- Councillors are reminded that ANYONE may report highways defects to NSC through their website 
and residents should be encouraged to do so as well
- https://www.n-somerset.gov.uk/do-it-online/connect/

c) Fly-tipping
- 

d) Loan of portable VAS
- The PC have been added to the waiting list (expected to be only a couple of months' wait) to 
borrow a VAS; awaiting training details and site assessment
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10. Village Green Committee

a) VGC Report submitted by Rob McKenzie:
• Mendip Mole Catcher in attendance 17th Dec. A single Mole was caught. No sign of there 

being others.
• On 21st Dec cleared away 5 wheel barrow loads of mole hill spoil from the plasyarea. 

Hopefully the grass underneath will recover fully.
• Have added a molehill item to the playarea check list. As want to know ASAP next time we 

get a mole to keep damage to a minimum
• Nailsea Fencing replaced fence above mill pool, repaired rotten planks on bridge and 

reinforced play area fence. Work done to a satisfactory standard. (Thank you Joanna for 
organising the contractor)

• Planning a working party in Jan/Feb to plant a few extra hawthorn whips in the hedge to 
make up gaps and lop some lower branches of the trees over hanging the boule/table tennis
area

b) Reallocation of VGC bin budget 2019/20
- The VGC took a decision to reallocate £106 of unspent budget set aside for the emptying of bins to
cover the costs incurred in removing the mole/s causing significant damage to the village green.
- The decision was taken via an e-mail “show of hands” on 12 December 2019.

11. Planning

a) The following planning applications have been received since the last meeting:
1 19/P/2828/FUL Change of use of the existing building (agricultural) to a 

class B2 (general industrial) and class B8 (storage / 
distribution) use and increase in height of building at 
Redwood Farm, Barrow Street

Council Comment =
no objection (with

comments)

2 19/P/3126/TPO T2 – Manna Ash – raise crown to 2.5m above ground 
level; raise crown above wall on east side to give 0.5m 
clearance to wall at Barrow Court, Barrow Court 
Lane

DEADLINE FOR
COMMENT
13/01/2020

b) Consents, refusals and enforcement cases since the last meeting
1. The following applications have been granted consent / refused since the last meeting:
- 19/P/2661/TPO: T1 – Ash – fell at Winstones Road, Oatley Park, 
Wild Country Lane

CONSENT GRANTED
23/12/2019

2. No new enforcement cases  have been opened, reported on or are still pending.

c) Assets of Community Value and Community Right to Bid
- Through the Localism Act 2011 and Assets of Community Value (England) Regulations, Parish 
Councils (as well as other community groups) have certain powers to protect both privately and 
publicly owned assets deemed to be of community value:

• Community Right to Bid
• Community Right to Build
• Community Right to Challenge
• Neighbourhood Planning

- Community Right to Bid: 
• “You can use the Community Right to Bid to 'pause' the sale of a building or land you care 

about, giving your community time to develop a bid to buy it. £17m in grants are available 
for the community ownership and management of assets.” - NALC

- NSC Community Right to Bid - summary

d) Other Planning matters
1. Bristol Airport 

- no further developments – awaiting planning decision
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2. Joint Spatial Plan
- 

12. Parish Area reports

a) Barrow Court / Barrow Court Lane
- awaiting report

b) Barrow Hospital site / Wild Country Lane
- Andrew Sheridan to update at the meeting.

c) Naish Lane / A38
- Sandra Gibson to update at the meeting.

d) Village centre / Barrow Street
- Andy Robbins to update at the meeting.

13. Village enhancements and maintenance

a) Completion of railings, bridge and fencing repairs
- See VGC report, 10(a), above.

14. Open Forum

a) Town & Parish Forum (General) – 12 February 2020
- The next town and parish forum meeting held in conjunction with ALCA will take place on
Wednesday 12th February – 2.00pm – 3.30pm , Rickford Room, Town Hall, Weston-super-Mare.
- The session will be attended by the new Development & Environment (D&E) Leadership Team:

• Lucy Shomali, Director of Development & Environment
• Alex Hearn, Assistant Director (Placemaking & Growth) and
• Gemma Dando, Assistant Director (Neighbourhood Management)

- There will be an opportunity for parishes to meet the new D&E leadership Team and raise any
specific issues. The rest of the session will be used to discuss the forthcoming neighbourhood
consultation highlighting the opportunities for parishes to be involved in future decision making.

b) Annual Parish Meeting 2020
- To consider topics / speakers for the APM on the 11th of May 2020.

15. Dates of future meetings

2020: 9 March, 11 May, 13 July, 14 September and 9 November 2020
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