
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney, on
11 May 2015.

Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Phil Carnell, Andy Robbins, Geoff Coombs and Joanna
van Tonder (Clerk)
Nick Wilton (District Councillor), Colin Russell (NSC Parish Liaison Officer)
13 residents

Distribution: The Parish Councillors plus Nick Wilton, Colin Russell and PCMartin Faithfull

Eric Gates welcomed all to the meeting.

1 Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Cllr Rob McKenzie and PCMartin Faithfull.

2 Minutes of the previous meeting - held on 12 May 2014
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously and on display were taken as a true
and accurate record.

3 Chairman's Presentation: Village Walkways, Conservation Area
Status and Barrow Gurney after the South Bristol Link Road; and Village
News
Eric Gates began by thanking Councillors Ed Bradley for his 12 years and Lesley Waldron for her 4
years of service on the Parish Council. Eric thanked Councillor Geoff Coombs for his valuable
contribution as a District Councillor. Residents were informed of the two places available to be filled on
the Parish Council following the uncontested election and invited anyone with interest to consider co-
option to the Council.

Eric introduced the recently elected District Councillor for the Winford Ward, Cllr Nick Wilton.

Eric talked through a slide presentation that updated residents on the progress made with the Link to
the Future / Village Walkways project and Conservation Area status as well as offering feedback on
the South Bristol Link Road (SBLR). Eric advised residents that the SBLR target completion date was
expected to be between July and December 2016 and that work to create the village walkway would
commence immediately thereafter. He reiterated that finalised plans would need to be ready and that
the Parish Council would be presenting and consulting on proposals as soon as costings could be
finalised with North Somerset Council.

Eric Gates updated residents on the Parish Council's proposal to North Somerset Council to assist with
the monitoring of drain clearance and verge cutting contractor performance. Eric advised that speed
limits on the stretch of the A38 at the Barrow Street to Winford junction were being considered by the
Council with support from Winford Parish Council. Eric added that construction of the 43 dwellings at
the Barrow Hospital site was underway but that there was uncertainty around the remainder of the
site. It was agreed that inadequate access and infrastructure would make any further residential
development of the site undesirable. Eric also updated residents on the recent restoration of the
footpaths around Barrow Tanks together with the Council's plans to ensure all footpaths are
accessible, and thanked Andy Robbins for his work on this project. Broadband speeds, especially for
business users, were highlighted as of concern to the Council.

Eric Gates concluded his presentation with a post-SBLR vision of the village that showed the proposed
walkway and modifications, and invited comments on how the project, once completed, could
revitalise the village and how access to public transport, in particular the Airport Flyer, could be
improved.
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Some concern over the suggested removal of part of the hedge along the village green was expressed
as well as for the lack of road markings. There was some discussion around the viability of village
businesses and the appetite of villagers to use those services. Those present discussed the possibility
of a shuttle bus servicing Winford and Barrow Gurney to compensate for the loss of the 121 bus
service. Itwas agreed this was best addressed on a ward level and Nick Wilton offered to act as
coordinator.

4 Presentation of the Accountsfor the year ending 31 March 2015
The Clerk presented the Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2015 and provided copies of the Best
Value Review 2015 as well as a Financial Report (copies attached).
The Accounts have been audited by the Council's appointed Internal Auditor, to be followed by an
external audit. A summary of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 and Transparency Code was
presented to residents and the Clerk explained the Parish Council's need to publish prescribed
information on an accessible website. Residents were told of the Council's endeavours to create a
new, more appealing website.

5 PublicComments
Residents reported seeing fires in the vicinity of the Barrow Hospital site in the early morning on more
than one occasion. The Clerk offered to receive texts and report to NSCand the Environment Agency.

The meeting closed at 8:05 pm.
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BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL
BEST VALUE REVIEW PLAN 2015

1. The Parish Council

The role of Barrow Gurney Parish Council is: - to provide a democratic voice for the Parish of
Barrow Gurney; to administer the assets of the Parish which are in its charge; to initiate
projects to improve life in the community and to identify problems and liaise with North
Somerset Council to improve District Council services to the Community.

The Parish Councillors, elected on 7 May 2015 are:
Eric Gates
Philip Carnell
Geoff Coombs
Robert McKenzie
Andy Robbins

The Clerk to the Parish Council is Joanna van Tonder who can be contacted on 07586 437769.

Parish Council meetings are held in January, March, May, July, September and November. An
Annual Parish Meeting is also held. All the meetings take place in the Village Hall, usually on the
second Monday in the month. The date of each meeting is publicised in the Parish Magazine
and agendas are put on the notice boards outside the Post Office, at the Church, at Hospital
Cottages and inside the bus shelter on the A38 near Naish Lane as well as on the Parish
Council's website. All residents are most welcome to attend any meetings of the Parish Council
and there is an opportunity at every Council meeting for members of the public to ask questions
and raise matters of concern.

A Village Green Committee of the Parish Council has been set up to oversee and run the Village
Green. This Committee includes members of the public as well as Parish Councillor Rob
McKenzie. The Council maintains the War Memorial at ''The Cross", two bus shelters on the
A38, the former telephone box and participates in the maintenance of the war memorial at A38
Barrow Tanks together with the Parishes of Dundry and Winford.

The major current issues that face the Parish are:-
• The preservation of the village community
• Protection of the Green Belt
• Effects of expansion of the airport
• Increased traffic on the main roads in the Parish
• The need for village pedestrian and cycle routes
• The impact of the planned South Bristol Link Road
• The development of the Barrow Hospital site
• Developments in connection with the water treatment plant
• An acceptable provision of rural broadband

All the major services to the community (e.g. Highways, Refuse, Education and Social Services)
are provided by North Somerset Council.

The Parish of Barrow Gurney has an electorate of 265 from 140 households, increasing to 183
households upon completion of the housing development at the former Barrow Hospital site.



2. Current Key Objectives

The current key objectives for the coming year are:
• Establishment of walkways through the Village
• Protecting the green belt setting of the Parish
• Minimize negative impacts of airport expansion on the Parish
• Protecting the landscape and heritage within the Parish
• Improvement of pedestrian safety and access and road safety along Barrow Street
• Improvement of pedestrian and road safety in the A38 and Naish Lane area
• To establish a Conservation Area in the central part of the Village
• Participate in discussions and influence future development decisions:

Airport
Barrow Hospital

• Ongoing management and maintenance of the Village Green

3. Rnance

The main source of general income for the Parish Council is the Precept, which is collected by
North Somerset Council as part of the Council Tax.
A copy of the Parish Council Accounts for the financial year ending 31 March 2015 is attached.
The Parish Council has been awarded a Precept of £7,500 for the financial year of 2015 - 2016.

4. Present and future developments

The Parish Council will continue to maintain and enhance the village green, as far as practicable
through volunteer effort, overseen by the Co-ordinator and Village Green Committee.

The Council will liaise with our newly elected District Councillor, Cllr Nick Wilton and North
Somerset Council to progress items in their development programme:
• Speed Limit Reviews throughout the Parish
• Barrow Street and A38 Pedestrian and Road Safety Improvements
• Improvements to surface drainage

The Council will continue to monitor developments regarding the Bristol urban expansion, the
South Bristol Link Road and development proposals for Ashton Vale. The Council will closely
monitor developments at Barrow Hospital and Freemans and Stancombe Quarries to ensure
that negative impacts on the community are minimised.

Under the Link to the Future project, the Council will lead the development of proposals for:
• Walkways through the Village
• Pedestrian access to public transport
• Shaping the new community at Barrow Hospital
• Conservation Area status

The Parish Council will continue to identify problems, especially matters of public safety, and
liaise with North Somerset Council for their resolution with the assistance of the Parish Liaison
Officer. The Parish Council seeks to continuously improve its own performance and will compare
its method of operation with other Parish Councils of a similar size by attendance at seminars
and meetings run by the Avon Local Councils Association.
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Barrow Gurney Parish Council
Financial Report 2014/2015

Income A precept of £6,500 was received for the year
and, together with additional income of £415,
has covered the Council's expenditure with a
net reduction to reserves of £101.

1%5%

• Precept
• Authority Grants
VAT refund

• Interest

• Grants
Expenditure

Savings against budget were made
on Village Green expenditure (£240)
as well as insurance (£118).
Budgeted contingencies were not
required. • Administration • Village Green & War Memorials

Grants • Footpaths

• Insurance & Audit fees • Subscriptions & Memberships

• VAT paidCash balances = £12,093.10



Financial Report 2014/2015

Barrow Gurney Parish Council

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014
&

Transparency Code

• Allows for greater democratic accountability and openness
• Allows electors greater access to Parish Council information

such as:
- Meeting Agendas and Minutes
- Annual Accounts and details of all expenditure over £100
- Councillor responsibilities
- Details of public land and building assets (if any)

• To be published on a publicly accessible website, free of
charge


