
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney, on 12 January 
2015.

Present: Andy Robbins (Vice-Chairman), Phil Carnell, Lesley Waldron, Ed Bradley, Rob 
McKenzie and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
1 resident
 

Distribution: The Parish Councillors plus Karen Barclay, Colin Russell and PC Greig Difford

1 Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Eric Gates and Geoff Coombs.

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations

a) Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded that Councillors Eric Gates, Rob McKenzie and Andy Robbins had 
dispensation to discuss and vote on matters concerning Conservation Area status.

b) Receive requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

c) Grant requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

3 Minutes of the previous meeting - held on 11 November 2014
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate 
record.

4 Police report
Since the last crime report to the end of September 2014, there had been no incidents of crime 
reported during October and November with one incident of assault and one of non-dwelling burglary 
reported in December 2014.

5 Public Questions
The Council was asked about issues affecting Hobbs Lane accessibility. Andy Robbins advised this 
would be addressed during budget discussions in agenda item 9(e).

6 Actions Arising
The following actions arising from the meeting of 11 November 2014 are still outstanding or addressed 
as follows:

– Telephone Box: Phil Carnell confirmed he had obtained an undertaking from Mr Cole to 
contact the Clerk about the repainting of the phone box. As this had not yet happened, Phil 
agreed to follow up.

– Village Green: Rob McKenzie confirmed there was no damage to the village green as a result 
of the recent rainfall.

– Verge / drain maintenance: Andy Robbins advised that, although he and Geoff Coombs had 
not yet met with NSC to present the modelling maps, Geoff had secured an undertaking to 
supply maps from NSC Highways with a view to isolating priority drains. The same 
arrangement would be sought for verges maintenance.

1



7 Planning

a) Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
The following applications have been received:
Proposed internal alterations involving removal of partition wall, raising floor level and blocking 
up door; installation of steps and hand rail. External alteration involving removal of 2 roof ridge 
vents (part retrospective) to 11 Barrow Court Lane (14/P/2546/LB)

Fell crab apple tree and various removal of branches to other trees. Smaller trees either side of 
drive – raise crown to 4m; general crown raising of larger woodland trees to 6ft at Barrow 
Court, Barrow Court Lane (14/P/2651/TPO)

Members discussed the planning applications and agreed there were no objections. Ed Bradley 
asked that the impact of overhanging branches to the roof of the church be taken into account 
when planning applications pertaining to tree maintenance at Barrow Court are considered.

The following application has been granted consent:
Conversion of existing garage to provide for ancillary accommodation for elderly relative. Extend 
existing porch and erection of chimney at Apple Tree Cottage, Barrow Street (14/P/2307/F)

b) Barrow Hospital
Lesley Waldron advised members that there had been no visible signs of progress at the site. 
The serious flooding that Lesley reported at the access entrance to the Cottages at Wild Country 
Lane was discussed. Lesley advised that the trench underpinning the drainage system was 
blocked and the remedy required access to private land that had, in the past, been denied. It 
was suggested digging out the two drains at the bridge would help.

c) South Bristol Link Road (SBLR)
Andy Robbins confirmed Department for Transport approval and confirmation of the budget was 
still awaited. Members discussed the possibility that some limited preparatory actions may have 
already commenced.

d) Other
No other planning matters were discussed.

8 Village Green report
Rob McKenzie advised the Council that Joanna Critchett had been recruited on to the Village Green 
Committee  and had kindly hosted the VGC's  annual  meeting in  December.  Rob said that,  at  the 
meeting, members discussed the irregularity with which village green inspections were undertaken 
and had committed to be more diligent in this regard.
Rob thanked Phil Carnell for taking down the cherry tree. Members discussed options concerning the 
tree stump and root ball including the possibility of planting a new tree at the site to commemorate 
the end of WWI.
With regard to the path renewal, Rob confirmed he was still awaiting approval for the donation of rock 
dust from Stancombe Quarry and suggested approaching Freemans Quarry once again. Ed Bradley 
offered to assist in those discussions.

9 Finance

a) Clerk's Salary: cost of living increase 2015 / 2016
The clerk advised the revised salary scales for local council clerks effective from 1 January 2015 
had been published by NALC. Ed Bradley proposed, Lesley Waldron seconded and was resolved 
that the clerk will receive the recommended cost of living increase as of 1 January 2015. The 
clerk's salary will rise by £83.07 to £3,861.00 per annum.

b) Clerk's Salary: non-consolidated (one off) payment
Lesley Waldron proposed, Ed Bradley seconded and it was agreed to pay the Clerk the one off 
payment in lieu of backpay, payable in December 2014, in the amount of £20.27 as per revised 
salary arrangements published by NALC.
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c) Amendment of Clerk's salary standing order
In accordance with 9(a) above, Andy Robbins proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was 
resolved to amend the monthly standing order set up with the Co-Operative Bank to pay the 
clerk's salary from £314.83 to £321.75 with effect from January 2015.

d) Village Green Committee Budget 2015 / 2016
Rob McKenzie presented the Village Green Committee Budget as previously circulated. The 
increase in cost of maintenance of the green together with the regularity of the cuts was 
discussed. Ed Bradley proposed, Lesley Waldron seconded and it was agreed that authority to 
spend within the confines of the Village Green Committee Budget (copy attached) be granted to 
the Village Green Committee represented on the Parish Council by Rob McKenzie, and subject to 
the Council's Financial Regulations.

Action: Rob McKenzie to request informal written confirmation of each grass cut
Action: Rob McKenzie to discuss minor repairs around the VG with Rick Radice

e) Budget 2015 / 2016
The Budget as presented by the Clerk and previously circulated, was discussed. Andy Robbins 
put forward justification for a footpath maintenance budget of £400 for general maintenance 
and £550 to ensure that the Hobbs Lane surface and verges / hedges were cleared to create a 
suitable access route for pedestrians to reach the A38 and its public transport service. Phil 
Carnell proposed, Andy Robbins seconded and the Budget (copy attached) was agreed.

f) Precept 2015 / 2016
Lesley Waldron proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was resolved that Barrow Gurney Parish 
Council would ask for a Precept of £7,500 for 2015 / 2016.

Action: Clerk to advise NSC of Precept requirement

g) Payments
Lesley Waldron proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following 
payments made since the last meeting:-

£314.83 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (November 2014)

£314.83 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (December 2014)

Lesley Waldron proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following 
payments to be made:-

£20.27 Ms Joanna van Tonder Non-consolidated payment 
(9(b) above)

£20.00 Avon Local Councils Association Clerk's training: Pensions

10 Conservation Area status
Councillors Eric Gates, Rob McKenzie and Andy Robbins had dispensation to discuss and 
vote on this agenda item.
Andy Robbins confirmed Eric Gates was finalising the boundary map that would be presented to 
residents in conjunction with village walkway proposals in a consultation in a few months.

11 Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by North Somerset Council since the previous meeting
Rob McKenzie suggested that, according to a schedule of gully maintenance passed on from 
NSC recently, drains should have been cleared during December.

Action: Clerk to forward schedule on to Andy Robbins
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b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
* Road to St Katherine's Farm from Barrow Street up to the stream in need of resurfacing
* Flooding on Wild Country Lane at the entrance road to Hospital Cottages leaving the site 
inaccessible
* Flooding caused by blocked drains along Barrow Lane towards Winford
* Flooding on the bend of Hern Lane at the Bristol Water site entrance
* Potholes on the A38 at the traffic light intersection with Barrow Street
* Flooding caused by blocked drains on the A38 at the turn-off to Dundry
* Two drains on Naish Lane blocked
* Drain on Hobbs Lane at the A38 end blocked
* Litter throughout the verges particularly around the A370 flyovers

Action: Clerk to report to NSC

It was asked in Eric Gates' letter to David Turner had already been sent and, if not, whether an 
addendum could be added listing the current problem areas.

Action: Clerk to communicate with Eric Gates

c) Footpaths
Andy Robbins explained that Bristol Water had agreed to make either a financial or labour 
contribution towards the work needed to re-open Footpath LA3/14 around the reservoirs and 
that he was hopeful progress could be made during the first period of good weather. Andy 
suggested the introduction of organised family parish walks on Sundays during the warmer 
months.

d) Link to the Future
A38 footpath minor works
Members discussed the need for dropped curbs at the existing crossing on the A38 adjacent to 
the Fox & Goose. The cost and necessity were debated and alternative options were presented 
such as a path through the 6 metres of grass verge to enable easier access to the crossing 
point. When agreement could not be reached, the Clerk asked Ed Bradley to present a firm 
proposal to put to the vote at the next meeting and the discussion was brought to an end.

Action: Ed Bradley to table a costed proposal for the improvement to the existing crossing

Village Walkways
Andy Robbins advised members that NSC would be surveying the village over the forthcoming 
few days with a view to presenting the Walkways Working Group (WWG) with proposals and 
costings. It would then be the intention of the WWG to consult with residents around March for 
initiation of the project to coincide with the opening of the SBLR. Andy clarified the start and 
end points of the walkway for members.

12 Community Resilience
As Geoff Coombs was not present, this agenda item would be held over to the next meeting.

13 Open forum for the Parish Council - meetings attended by Parish 
Council members and matters to report
Ed Bradley advised the Council that the PCAA was due to meet at the end of January.

14 Future meetings
9 March, 11 May, 13 July, 14 September and 9 November 2015.

The meeting closed at 9:43 pm.
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