
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney, on 13 July 2015.

Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Phil Carnell, Rob McKenzie, Geoff Coombs, Andy
Robbins, Steve King and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
1 resident

Distribution: The Parish Councillors plus Nick Wilton, Colin Russell and PCMartin Faithfull

1 Apologiesfor absence
Apologies had been received from PC Martin Faithfull, Nick Wilton (District Councillor) and Colin
Russell (NSC Parish Liaison Officer).

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations

a) Declarationsof Interest
No declarations of Interest were made.

b) Receiverequestsfor dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

c) Grant requestsfor dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

3 Minutes of the previousmeeting - held on 11 May 2015
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate
record.

4 Co-option to fill vacancies
Following a letter drop and an advertisement in the Parish magazine, Steve King expressed interest in
and agreed to be co-opted onto the Council. Eric Gates proposed, Geoff Coombs seconded and it was
unanimously agreed that Steve King be co-opted onto the Parish Council. Eric Gates invited him to join
the members at the meeting table.

The Clerk advised members that Claire Arbery of Bridgwater Road had also come forward following
publicising the vacancies and would be available to be co-opted at the meeting in September.

5 Declaration of Acceptanceof Office
Steve King duly co-opted, completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form in the presence of the
Clerk. Eric Gates welcomed Steve to the Parish Council and members introduced themselves.

6 Police report
The Clerk read the report received from PCMartin Faithfull (copy attached) and advised that there had
been no crime reported during May 2015 and one count of aggravated vehicle taking in June 2015.
Eric Gates informed the Council that Barrow Gurney now fell within the large Redwood Beat area.

7 PublicQuestions
The Council was asked to consider the overgrowth of vegetation along pavements especially in the
vicinity of Hillside Cottages.

Action: Eric Gates to remind residents via the parish magazine to keep their hedges and
overhanging foliage cut back
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8 ActionsArising
The following actions arising from the meeting of 11 May 2015 are still outstanding or addressed as
follows:

- Telephone Box: Awaiting Mr Coles' availability to paint.

Rural Broadband: Geoff Coombs advised that Nick Wilton had suggested holding a meeting
with Dr Liam Fox MP and parish council representatives.

9 Planning

a) Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
The following applications have been received:
- Conversion of existing barn and attached stable to annexed ancillary to Orchard House, Wild
Country Lane, Barrow Gurney (15/P/1019/F)

- Erection of a two storey extension at 2 Mill Cottages, Barrow Street, Barrow Gurney
(15/P/1373/F)

Phil Carnell advised that the neighbouring property had not been informed of this planning
application. Members discussed the cumulative effect of successive applications and it was
agreed to return a comment to NSC reflecting concern for the scale of the extensions within
the Green Belt.

Action: Eric Gates to advise Antony Gibbs, landowner of 1 Mill Cottages, of the application

- Erection of a two storey side extension, a single storey rear extension and a side garage at
Barrowfields Cottage, Dial Lane, Felton (15/P/1459/F)

Itwas agreed to return a comment to NSC asking the Planning Officer to ensure the
application is compliant with Green Belt regulations.

- Screening opinion as to whether an Environmental Impact Assessment is required to be
submitted with a planning application for a proposal to erect 156 no. dwellings and associated
access, landscaping and infrastructure on land at the former Barrow Gurney Hospital, Wild
Country Lane (15/P/1511/EIA1)

The following applications have been granted consent:
- Non-material amendment to application 13/P/0473/F4 (Extension of time for 05/P/1198/0 -
amended by 07/P/2237/F and 11/P/0400/0) to amend Condition 8 to enable occupation on
completion of the dwelling houses at Barrow Hospital, Wild Country Lane, Barrow Gurney
(15/P/0924/NMA)

- Conversion of existing barn and attached stable to annexed ancillary to Orchard House, Wild
Country Lane, Barrow Gurney (15/P/1019/F)

The following application has been refused consent:
- Prior approval for proposed change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling house plus
associated operational development comprising of roof and insertion of roof lights;
replacement of metal cladding with wooden cladding; infilling of openings in walls with natural
stone; insertion of windows and doors to elevations to land at Newditch Lane, Barrow Gurney
(15/P/0790/CUPA)

b} Barrow Hospital
Members discussed the planning enquiry 15/P/1511/EIA1. Eric Gates informed the Council that
the developer, Crest Nicholson, had approached the clerk requesting a private meeting with the
Parish Council to discuss proposed development at the site and that this request had been
denied on the grounds that all meetings of the Parish Council must be open to the public.
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Itwas agreed that a widely publicised, open evening was desirable and members discussed the
preferred timing of such a meeting. Steve King suggested consulting with Cottage residents.

Members discussed the sustainability and desirability of a development of the proposed
magnitude. Geoff Coombs reminded councillors that NSC were under pressure to secure
sufficient sites suitable for housing development whilst awaiting a review by the Community
Secretary, Greg Clarke, of the Inspector's report on the Core Strategy.

Clerk's Note: Following discussions with Crest Nicholson after this meeting, an open
community consultation has been arranged for the residents of Barrow Gurney for Thursday, 30
July at the Long Ashton Community Centre.

e) South Bristol Link Road (SBLR)
Eric Gates confirmed that progress was in evidence in the vicinity of the A38 and A370.

d) Other
No other planning issues were discussed.

10 Village Green Report
Rob McKenzie reported there had been a good turnout of volunteers for the Village Green tidy-up at
the beginning of June and thanked Phil Carnell and Bob Coombs for the use of their vehicles.

11 Finance

a) Payments
Rob McKenzie proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following
payments made since the last meeting:-

£321.75 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (May 2015)

£321.75 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (June 2015)

Rob McKenzie proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following
payments to be made:-

£36.00 CPRE Annual subscription

£50.00

£87.05

Parish Councils Airport Association

Ms Joanna van Tonder

Annual subscription

Clerk's expenses (Apr - Jul)

12 Parish Council website
The Clerk advised the Council that work on the setting up of the website was progressing well and
that it was hoped the Site could be completed and ready for publiCising by 1 August. Members
discussed who should be permitted editing access as well as the benefits of signing up for the annual
subscription.

Andy Robbins proposed, Geoff Coombs seconded and it was agreed to sign up at a cost of £24.95. It
was agreed to permit the Clerk to have full administrative permissions to edit site content.

13 Conservation Area status
Eric Gates confirmed that works to create the village walkway would be in keeping with conservation
principles even if Conservation Area (CA) status had not yet been attained and that completion of the
project in advance of CA status would reduce the number of required planning permissions.

14 Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by North Somerset Council since the previous meeting
The Council noted that the verges had been cut back according to the rural highway flail
schedule provided to the council in advance by NSC. Phil Carnell advised members that,
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· .

following an inspection of the parish and surrounds, he had compiled a list of incomplete works
(detailed below).

b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
1. Verges uncut along Wild Country Lane between Barrow Street and Hem Lane
2. Hedges uncut along Hobbs Lane at the A38 end
3. Verges and hedges overgrown between the Fox & Goose and Waggon & Horses on A38
4. Verges uncut along Freemans Lane
5. Ragwort and uncut verges around the A370 underpass

Clerk's note: Following this meeting, Andy Robbins submitted the list to Samantha Phillips,
NSCwho has replied to say that: 1. A narrow verge and stone wall limits the cut; 2. Completed
per the 1m contract; 3. On the works list; 4. To be investigated; 5. Completed per the 1m
contract, central reservation cuts require traffic management intervention and is currently not
provided for in this budget.

Phil Carnell reported blocked drains along the A38 towards the traffic lights as well as uncut
verges in the vicinity of Newditch Lane resulting in limited traffic visibility.

Action: Clerk to report to NSC

c) Footpaths
Members had nothing to report.

d) Link to the Future
Village Walkways
Eric Gates informed members that he, Andy Robbins and Geoff Coombs had recently met with
NSCwho were in favour in principle of the walkways proposals but negotiations were ongoing
regarding the form and, in particular, the required junctions at each end. Andy Robbins added
that the manipulation of the A370 junction with Barrow Street was crucial to the success of the
walkway to divert traffic, especially because altering exisiting SatNav data would prove
extremely difficult. Eric Gates advised the Council that, there was a possibility that the Parish
Council might need to incur some costs on, for example, a planning application.

15 Open Forum for the Parish Council

a) Airport Community Fund
Eric Gates reminded the Council of a £20,000 grant request put to the Airport Community Fund
by Backwell Parish Council to supplement NSC's funding of illegal airport parking enforcement.
Members discussed a proposal put forward by Cleeve Parish Council that suggested the
Community Fund be reimbursed with an equivalent amount so as not to deplete the fund. Geoff
Coombs indicated other parish councils with rights to the Fund appeared generally supportive of
Cleeve's proposal.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would respond to Cleeve Parish Council's correspondence
with the following statement:
In principle, the Barrow Gurney Parish Council do not believe it is appropriate to deplete the
Airport Community Fund for this purpose.

b) Appointment of representative to the Parish Council's Airport Association
It was agreed to consider the appointment of a representative to the PCAAat the next meeting.

c) Nomination for NSCStandards Sub-Committee
Andy Robbins volunteered and it was agreed that he be nominated to be available to be co-
opted on to the NSCStandards Sub-Committee when deliberating on allegations of breaches to
the Code of Conduct by Parish Councillors.
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d) Meetings attended by Parish Council members and matters to report
Geoff Coombs reported the PCAAmeeting he had attended on behalf of the Parish Council had
been well attended and that Backwell Parish Council's grant request to the Airport Community
Fund to cover the enforcement of illegal parking had been discussed.

Members discussed airport-bound taxis' use of Barrow Gurney as a through-route.

16 Futuremeetings
Due to anticipated councillor absences, members discussed and it was agreed to change the date of
the next meeting to 21 September 2015 .

21 September and 9 November 2015.

The meeting closed at 9:25 pm.
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AVON AND SOMERSET CONSTABULARY

REDWOOD BEAT
long Ashton, Leigh Woods, Abbotts Leigh, Wraxall, Failand,
Flax Bourton, Barrow Gurney, Dundry, Winford, Pill

The crime figures for Barrow Gurney for Month of
June 2015

are as follows:

Dwelling Burglary - 0
Non dwelling Burglary - 0

Theft - 0
Drugs Offences - 0
Criminal Damage - 0

Aggravated Vehicle Taking - 1

For your information

With the lighter evenings and Summer months approaching
please be mindful of leaving items on display in the front

garden or windows/doors open due to fine weather which may
leave your premises vulnerable to opportunist criminals. Police
will be conducting patrols in your area and any house found to

be considered Vulnerable will be sent a letter with Crime
prevention advice please share any literature with your

neighbours.
Please ensure all windows are closed and locked when the

property is empty.

In addition please be mindful to secure bicycles with good
quality chains or security devices even if stored in outbuildings

to prevent / deter them from being stolen.



· .

AVON AND SOMERSET CONSTABULARY

Your local Beat Team will also be operating in your area
conducting checks and enforcing Speed and weight limits both

independently and in conjunction with the Speed Camera
Partnership over the coming months.

Community Speed Watch is a valuable initiative that I am also
keen to implement and support across my whole Beat area.

Speaking with my predecessor, I am aware that such initiatives
have been set up in the past and have worked well.

I will shortly be advertising for volunteers for such a scheme
(Training will be given) but invite anyone interested having read

this report to contact me directly.

Members of the public can also visit www.police.uk if they wish
to review any crime figures for a certain postcode or area.
This site is also helpful for crime prevention advice and local
issues.

Feel free to come along and get your bike marked. Further
information can be found at www.bikeregister.com &
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk

Regards

PC 2441 Martin Faithfull
Beat Manager for REDWOOD Beat

http://www.police.uk
http://www.bikeregister.com
http://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk

