
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney, on 21 September
2015.

Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Phil carnell, Geoff Coombs, Steve King, Claire Arbery
and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
3 residents

Distribution: The Parish Councillors plus Nick Wilton, Colin Russell and PC Martin Faithfull

1 Apologiesfor absence
Apologies had been received from Andy Robbins, Rob McKenzie and Nick Wilton (District Councillor).

2 Declarationsof Interest and dispensations

a) Declarationsof Interest
No declarations of Interest were made.

b) Receive requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

c) Grant requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

3 Minutes of the previousmeeting - held on 13 July 2015
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate
record.

As Claire Arbery had advised the Clerk she would be late attending the meeting, agenda
items 4and 5were held over until her arrival.

6 Police report
The Clerk reported there had been no incidents of crime during July; data for August was unavailable.
Eric Gates commented there had been an increase in the number of Neighbourhood Watch e-mail
alerts probably due to the recent expansion to the beat and thus, wider reporting area.

7 PublicQuestions
Concerns were raised over the following matters:

- Speed of traffic passing through the south chicane on Barrow Street in the vicinity of the
war memorial: The Village Walkways plans for this part of the village were discussed and it
was hoped the proposed design would improve the situation. Residents were advised of the
consultation scheduled for 30/31 October.

- Articulated vehicles along Wild Country Lane (WCL) and Barrow Street: The need for
improved signage at the Long Ashton end of WCL was discussed as well as the introduction of
a weight restriction along the length of WCL. Geoff Coombs suggested it would be preferable
to include it with the package of traffic restrictions that will come into force as a result of the
Walkways project. The Council were asked to assist residents with a contact for the police
force to report vehicle weight limit infringements.

Action: Clerk to contact PC Martin Faithful! and publish contact details
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8 ActionsArising
The following actions arising from the meeting of 13 July 2015 are still outstanding or addressed as
follows:

- Telephone Box: Awaiting Mr Coles' availability to paint. Phil Carnell to contact.

- Rural Broadband: Geoff Coombs reported he had attended a conference with companies
bidding to cover the remaining 5% of rural areas not covered under the BT contract. Geoff
explained the various innovative options that may become available and advised that within
the next few months he was hoping to have Barrow Gurney included on the list for
consideration for phase 3 of the programme.

9 Planning

a) Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
The following planning applications have been received:
- Erection of a new porch to the front of Stoneleigh House, School Lane, Barrow Gurney
(lS/P/163S/F)
- Prior approval for the change of use from an agricultural building and land to a class C3
dwelling, plus associated operational development comprising of insertion of windows and
doors to the south, east and north elevations, replace corrugated cladding with timber and
replace corrugated roof with pantiles at a barn, east of Newditch Lane, Barrow Gurney
(lS/P/2089/CUPA)

The following planning applications have been granted consent / approval:
- Erection of a two storey extension at 2 Mill Cottages, Barrow Street, Barrow Gurney
(lS/P /1373/F)
- Erection of a new porch to the front of Stoneleigh House, School Lane, Barrow Gurney
(15/P/163S/F)

The following planning application has been amended:
- Erection of a two storey side extension, a single storey rear extension and a side garage at
Barrowfields Cottage, Dial Lane, Felton (lS/P/14S9/F) - The single storey rear extension and
side garage have been removed from the application as these are considered permitted
development not requiring planning permission. The area of the revised two storey side
extension for which planning permission is being sought, has been reduced slightly.

The following planning application has been advised as:
- Screening opinion as to whether an Environmental Impact Assessment is required to be
submitted with a planning application for a proposal to erect 156 no. dwellings and associated
access, landscaping and infrastructure on land at the former Barrow Gurney Hospital, Wild
Country Lane (lS/P/1S11/EIA1) - No EIA required

The following enforcement case has been opened:
- Unauthorised tree works at Barrow Hospital, Wild Country Lane (case 2015/0298-
16/07/2015) - Meeting with developers took place to discuss planning condition requiring tree
protection.

Action: Clerk to obtain details of the transgression and time-scale for action

b) Barrow Hospital
The Clerk reported that Crest Nicholson had submitted their planning application for 156
houses on the site to NSC, yet to be formally recorded. Eric Gates advised that the developer's
agent had contacted him that afternoon confirming that the plans included the installation of a
bicycle shed in Long Ashton and that every effort had been made to demonstrate that traffic
volumes would be within the limits permitted by a previous office development proposal for
the site. Crest Nicholson were awaiting advice from NSCon what contributions towards
service provisions such as schools and doctors' surgeries they would be asked to make.

c) South Bristol Unk Road (SBLR)
Members had nothing to report other than to confirm that work was visibly progressing.
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d) ParishDevelopment Brief
The Clerk advised that, following a request made by an agent representing a resident for
guidance on the viability of a small-scale commercial development within the village, the
Council might consider drafting a generic response along the lines of a Parish Plan. Eric Gates
expressed his concern that any communications with developers, their agents or others
deemed to be of a confidential nature may be seen to be a contravention of the Transparency
Code. Members discussed the scope for development possibilities in the parish.

Action: Geoff Coombs to draft a summary of NSC planning and development
policy relevant to the parish

e) Other
No other planning issues were discussed.

4 Co-option to fill vacancies
Eric Gates proposed, Steve King seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Mrs Claire Arbery be
co-opted onto the Parish Council. Eric Gates invited her to join the members at the meeting table.

5 Declaration of Acceptanceof Office
Claire Arbery duly co-opted, completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form in the presence of
the Clerk. Eric Gates welcomed Claire to the Parish Council and members introduced themselves.

10 Village Green

a) Village Green report
The Clerk read the Village Green report previously submitted by Rob McKenzie. She advised
the next tidy up was scheduled for Saturday, 10 October and had that it had been publicised
via the e-mail list and on the website.
The Council agreed to authorise the putting up of a sign on the pedestrian gate into the
village green with the following wording:

"This is your Village Green; we hope you enjoy using It. If you see anything that
needs doing/ such as litter that needs picking up or weeds that need pulling/ please
do some this visit Thanks!"

b) Tree Wardens
Members discussed a request from Linda Saretok, Principle Tree Officer, NSC to consider
nominating tree wardens for the parish. The programme was discussed and the benefits
considered, especially for the Barrow Hospital site in light of recent enforcement cases.

Action: Rob McKenzie to promote on the e-mail list seeking volunteers
Action: Clerk to forward correspondence and information to Steve King
Action: Steve King to publicise amongst Hospital Cottage residents

11 Finance

a) Internal Audit Review 2015 I 2016
The Clerk advised members that, following her appointment as clerk to Brockley Parish
Council, a participating council on the Internal Audit Panel, the non-reciprocation control
mechanism had been compromised resulting in a need for the panel to recruit additional
participants. Eric Gates offered to write to chairmen of the smaller parishes in support of the
work of the Panel.
The Internal Audit Review 2015/2016 previously circulated (copy attached) was accepted.

b) Payments
EG proposed, CA seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following payments made since
the last meeting:-

£321.75 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (July 2015)

£321.75 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (August 2015)
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12 IT Matters

a) Laptop maintenance costs and Anti-Virus software
The Clerk advised the Council that the laptop purchased under NSC's "Paperless Parish"
incentive had become infected with malware that needed to be professionally removed at a
cost of £29.99. Following the advice given by Smart Computers that free version anti-virus
software was inadequate for the needs of the Parish Council, Phil Carnell proposed, Claire
Arbery seconded and it was agreed to purchase the full version of AVG's Protection Pro at a
cost of £39.99 per annum (to be split on a 50:50 basis with Brockley Parish Council).

b) Parish Council website
The Clerk confirmed that the website had been up and running since August and had been
publicised through the Parish Magazine as well as the village e-mail list.
The Clerk advised that government grants were available through local council associations to
cover the costs incurred in becoming compliant with the Transparency Code that included
additional hours spent on set-up and website costs.

Action: Clerk to put together a claim for submission

13 Conservation Area status
Eric Gates advised that work on the Conservation Area would now follow on from the
Walkways project in order to simplify the planning applications required.

14 Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by North Somerset Council since the previous meeting
Verges along the A38 from the Fox and Goose in the direction of the airport had still not been
cut. Phil Carnell reported that, despite a 1m cutting of the verge, hedge foliage was growing
into the pavement preventing pedestrians from using the walkway.

Action: Clerk to write to NSC and copy to Nick Wilton

Phil Carnell reported that only some of the blocked drains within the parish had been cleared
recently and that he and Andy Robbins had logged further blocked drains in early September.

Members discussed current highways issues in conjunction with a letter received from Mike
Jackson (Chief Executive, NSC) in November 2014 in response to concerns raised jointly by a
number of parishes.

Action: Clerk to liaise with Andy Robbins and write to NSCwith specific
reference to Mike Jackson's letter; copy to Nick Wilton, Colin Russell
and all NS parish clerks

b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
1. Potholes on Wild Country Lane at the junction with Hem Lane
2. Hobbs Lane I Barns Close - "no through road" sign is down with part of the sign missing
3. Hobbs Lane - small part of the retaining wall knocked down during verge cutting

Action: Clerk to report on Council Connect

Members discussed the recently installed traffic lights on the A38 at the Downside
intersection. Claire Arbery reported significant increases in queueing along the A38 in both
directions as well as a number of accidents at the traffic lights.

Action: Liaise with neighbouring parishes to formulate a response to NSC

Phil Carnell reported an overgrown hedge impeding the pavement along Barrow Street at the
School Lane chicane.

Action: Eric Gates to address with homeowner

c) Footpaths - general
The Council noted that a broken step on a footpath stile near the church reported to Adrian
Woolacott, Rights of Way, NSC had been repaired within two weeks.
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The Clerk reported Andy Robbins had completed a full inspection of sites for which maps had
been received from NSCthought to have missing or broken signage. Confirmed defects would
then be scheduled for repair as a result of the inspections.

d) Link to the Future
A38 crossing
The Clerk advised that the Airport Community Fund grant had been approved and funds
received in the amount of £1,925. Mike O'Sullivan, NSC had confirmed works on the crossing
would be scheduled for this financial year.

Village Walkways
Eric Gates confirmed a full set of plans had been received from NSCand would be on display
during a consultation period of 30/31 October to be held in the Village Hall.

15 Open Forum for the Parish Council

a) Appointment of representative to the Parish Council's Airport Association
Claire Arbery volunteered and it was agreed that she represent the Council on the PCAA.

Action: Clerk to advise PCAAand forward minutes of the last meeting to CA

b) Meetings attended by Parish Council members and matters to report
Geoff Coombs advised that he had been elected Chairman of ALCA North Somerset at the
recent AGM and would be working towards making the association an effective voice for local
parish councils and liaising with NSC. He confirmed there would be two additional Town &
Parish Forums introduced to cover specifically nominated issues, with the first being held on 7
October at 14:15 in the Town Hall, Weston-super-Mare.

Action: Clerk to circulate details of the Parish Forum

Eric Gates reported he had been invited to a function by NSCthat had turned out to be the
secret Banksy art installation "Dismaland".

The Clerk advised that she would be attending the ALCA AGM on 3 October in Long Ashton
and invited members to forward any concerns to be raised on behalf of the Council.

16 Future meetings
Date of next meeting: 9 November 2015.

Meetings for 2016: 11 January, 14 March, 9 May, 11 July, 12 September, 14 November 2016

The meeting closed at 9: 15 pm.
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BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Internal Audit Review 2015/2016

1. Standards Action

(a) Scope of Internal Audit The Internal Audit Panel of Parish Clerks was appointed Internal Auditor
by the Parish Council on 11 November 2013 (Parish Council minutes 11
November 2013 item 9b).
The internal audit work takes into account the Council's risk assessment
and wider internal control arrangements.

(b) Independence The Internal Auditor has direct access to the Parish Council.
The Internal Auditor does not have any other role within the Parish
Council as the structure of the Internal Audit Panel provides for
partiCipating councils and clerks to participate on a non-reciprocal basis.

(c) Competence The Internal Auditor is professionally qualified to carry out the Internal
Audit work.
The Internal Audit work is carried out ethically, with integrity and
objectivity to the best of the Council's knowledge.

2. Effectiveness

(a) Internal Audit work The Internal Audit work enables the Council to carry out its
responsibilities and duties and is based on risk assessment.
The Internal Auditor has full access to all the financial and other Council
documents to enable him/her to complete his/her work.
The Internal Auditor understands the Council and the legal and
corporate framework in which it operates.

(b) catalyst for change The Council considers the annual report from the Internal Auditor and
follows up with action where this is called for.
The Internal Audit supports the Council's work in improving its service
to the community.

3. Conclusion The Council considers that the Internal Audit work is carried out
efficiently and effectively and gives the Council assurance about its
internal controls and its management of risk.


