
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney, on 9 March 2015.

Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Phil Carnell, Lesley Waldron, Ed Bradley, Rob McKenzie,
Geoff Coombs and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
 

Distribution: The Parish Councillors plus Karen Barclay, Colin Russell and PC Greig Difford

1 Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Andy Robbins.

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations

a) Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded that Councillors Eric Gates, Rob McKenzie and Andy Robbins had 
dispensation to discuss and vote on matters concerning Conservation Area status.

b) Receive requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

c) Grant requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

3 Minutes of the previous meeting - held on 12 January 2015
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate 
record.

4 Police report
Since the last crime report to the end of December 2014, there had been no incidents of crime 
reported during January 2015.
Eric Gates advised that ongoing attempts made to identify and establish contact with the new beat 
manager had, to date, been unsuccessful.

5 Public Questions
There were no questions from the public.

6 Actions Arising
The following actions arising from the meeting of 12 January 2015 are still outstanding or addressed 
as follows:

– Telephone Box: Phil Carnell advised that Mr Cole would begin painting when the weather 
improves.

7 Planning

a) Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
The following applications have been received:
- Demolition of timber shed attached to side of property on SW corner and repoint wall at 5 
Barrow Court, Barrow Court Lane (15/P/0247/LB)
- Replacement window to south elevation at The Music House, Barrow Court, Barrow Court Lane
(15/P/0468/LB)
- The erection of a UV treatment building, static mixer building, weir chamber, vehicular access 
ramps to slow sand filters 5 and 8 and associated infrastructure and engineering works at 
Barrow Treatment Works, Bridgwater Road (15/P/0506/F)
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The following applications have been granted consent:
- Proposed internal alterations involving removal of partition wall, raising floor level and blocking
up door; installation of steps and hand rail. External alteration involving removal of 2 roof ridge 
vents (part retrospective) to 11 Barrow Court Lane (14/P/2546/LB)
- Fell crab apple tree and various removal of branches to other trees. Smaller trees either side 
of drive – raise crown to 4m; general crown raising of larger woodland trees to 6ft at Barrow 
Court, Barrow Court Lane (14/P/2651/TPO)

b) Barrow Hospital
Lesley Waldron advised members that progress had been made at the site with the filling of 
some but not all of the potholes on the access road and the installation of street lights yet to be
switched on.

c) South Bristol Link Road (SBLR)
Eric Gates confirmed approval was in place. He advised that he, Andy Robbins and Ed Bradley 
had attended a presentation held by Alun Griffiths, main contractor, where a project completion 
date of June 2016 had been mentioned and the contractor foreseeing no major problems. Alex 
Fear, NSC, had confirmed the contract completion date was October 2016 with a 3 month 
contingency ensuring the road could be opened by December 2016 as published. Eric advised 
that work to the railway bridge was not likely to start until Christmas this year, but was not on 
the critical path.

d) Other
Geoff Coombs advised the Council that a grant application for £20,000 had been made by 
Backwell Parish Council to the Airport Community Fund to supplement and assist NSC in the 
enforcement of illegal airport parking. Members discussed the impact a claim of that magnitude 
would have on the Fund's reserves and future grant requests by qualifying councils.

8 Rural Broadband
Members discussed the recent comments made by residents on the village e-mail regarding slow 
broadband speeds within the village. Geoff Coombs explained that the parish fell under the 
Connecting Devon & Somerset government initiative to roll out faster broadband to rural communities 
but that only 95% of rural areas would be covered and could only expect a download speed in the 
region of 2mb/s. Geoff advised that further government grants to fund innovative solutions were 
available to cover the remaining 5% as well as £3,000 grants to assist businesses. He also reiterated 
that BT were still in the process of surveying to determine the final roll out coverage and that North 
Somerset were likely to be addressed last.

Action: Geoff Coombs to circulate links to government business grants
Action: Geoff Coombs to continue liaising with NSC on matters concerning rural broadband

9 Village Green report
Rob McKenzie presented his report (copy attached) and detailed the work undertaken to resurface the
village green paths. Rob thanked Phil Carnell for his assistance in bringing the gravel from the quarry 
and asked that letters of thanks be sent to Stancombe Quarry for the donation of stone and SDR 
Groundcare for their good service.

Action: Clerk to send letters of thanks

Rob McKenzie advised members of a resident's report of toadstools growing in the play area. After 
discussion, it was agreed to photograph the fungi at the next opportunity to aid identification.

10 Finance

a) Local Audit & Accountability Act and Transparency Code
The clerk referred members to a summary of salient points from the Local Audit & 
Accountability Act 2014 (as previously circulated) and advised that smaller bodies with an 
annual turnover below £25,000 will, from 2017/2018 onwards, be exempt from external audit, 
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placing a greater emphasis on internal audits and the public's right to greater access. The 
government issued the Transparency Code in December 2014 to address the requirement to 
publish information and the Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 as a guide 
to the public's right to attend and record meetings and access documents.

b) Amendments to Standing Orders
Geoff Coombs proposed, Rob McKenzie seconded and it was agreed to accept the following 
amendments to the Standing Orders:

1(e) Photographing, recording, broadcasting or transmitting the proceedings of a meeting 
by any means is not permitted without the Council’s prior consent. 

AMENDED TO
Photographing, sound and film recording, broadcasting or transmitting the 

proceedings of a meeting by any member of the public is permitted. Where a member of the 
public in attendance is to be recorded or photographed and is a minor or vulnerable adult, 
prior consent must be obtained from a responsible adult. Disruptive behaviour, as determined 
by the Chairman, will be considered grounds for exclusion from the meeting.

7(e) Draft minutes shall be published on a website, publicly available free of charge, no 
later than one month after the date of the meeting. ADDITION

15. Inspection of documents
Subject to standing orders to the contrary or in respect of matters which are confidential, a 
councillor may, for the purpose of his official duties (but not otherwise), inspect any document 
in the possession of the Council or a committee or a sub-committee, and request a copy for the 
same purpose. The minutes of meetings of the Council, its committees or sub-committees shall 
be available for inspection by councillors.

AMENDED TO
Inspection of documents and Publication of data

a) Subject to standing orders to the contrary or in respect of matters which are 
confidential, a councillor may, for the purpose of his official duties (but not otherwise), inspect 
any document in the possession of the Council or a committee or a sub-committee, and request 
a copy for the same purpose. The minutes of meetings of the Council, its committees or sub-
committees shall be available for inspection by councillors.

b) The following information shall be published on a website accessible to the public free of
charge, no later than 1 July after the financial year end to which the information relates:

i) The date, summary of purpose, amount and unrecoverable VAT for all items of 
expenditure above £100

ii) Statement of Accounts according to the format of the Annual Return, approved and 
signed by the Responsible Financial Officer and Chairman of the meeting approving the 
accounts

iii) Annual Governance Statement according to the format included in the Annual Return 
and signed by the Clerk and Chairman

iv) Internal Audit Report according to the format included in the Annual Return and signed 
by the Internal Auditor

v) List of Councillor responsibilities including names of all councillors, committee 
membership and function and external local public body representation

vi) Description, location, owner or custodian, date and cost of acquisition and present use 
of public land and building assets

c) Village Website
Members discussed the increased need for an accessible and professional website in order to 
comply more fully with the regulations pertaining to the publication of information contained in 
the Local Audit & Accountability Act 2014.

Action: Clerk to investigate options for the development of a new Parish Council website
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d) Payments
Lesley Waldron proposed, Ed Bradley seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following 
payments made since the last meeting:-

£321.75 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (January 2015)

£321.75 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (February 2015)

Lesley Waldron proposed, Ed Bradley seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following 
payments to be made:-

£50.84 Avon Local Councils Association Annual membership 2015/2016

£50.00 Chris Lane Village Green grass cutting

£400.00 North Somerset Council Contribution to clearing of 
footpaths LA3/14 and LA3/25 
(minute 11(c) – 11/11/2014)

£75.00 Mr G Bennett Tidying of war memorial

£350.00 Village Hall Committee Hall hire for the year 2014/2015

£300.00 SDR Groundcare Resurfacing of V/Green paths

£88.00 Society of Local Council Clerks Annual subscription 2015

£110.11 Ms Joanna van Tonder Clerk's expenses (Dec 2014 – 
March 2015)

11 Annual Parish Meeting: 11 May 2015
Eric Gates suggested and it was agreed to invite Alex Fear, NSC to speak at the Annual Parish Meeting
scheduled for 7pm on Monday, 11 May 2015.

Action: Eric Gates to contact Alex Fear

12 Conservation Area status
Councillors Eric Gates, Rob McKenzie and Andy Robbins had dispensation to discuss and 
vote on this agenda item.
Eric Gates advised that Roger Wilmott, NSC had visited the village the previous week and given 
assurances that NSC were in the process of filling the Conservation Officer vacancy and progress could
be expected thereafter.

13 Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by North Somerset Council since the previous meeting
Members discussed an e-mail received from Darren Coffin-Smith, NSC Highways Manager, 
dated 20 February 2015 responding to the 5 drainage hotspots brought to the attention of the 
District Council in Eric Gates' letter to David Turner. Members were satisfied with the proposed 
interventions to address flooding on Wild Country Lane at the Hospital Cottages access road and
Hern Lane at the entrance to Bristol Water but felt the remaining three hotspots being Barrow 
Lane, Dundry Lane and Naish Lane required further action by NSC.

Action: Clerk to write to Darren Coffin-Smith with members' concerns

b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
* Potholes on Hern Lane at the entrance to Bristol Water
* Litter along Barrow Street between Vicarage Lane and Barrow Court Lane
* “Slow” markings and a piece of central white line along Barrow Street in the vicinity of 
Vicarage Lane
* “Slow” markings on Naish Lane
* Overgrown vegetation affecting use of the footway pavement on the south east side between 
Lulsgate Motors and Dial Farm
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Action: Clerk to report to NSC

Members discussed the dangers faced by motorists at the junction between Barrow Lane and 
the A38. It was agreed that, with an anticipated increase in traffic along the A38 upon 
completion of the SBLR, it would be timely to reintroduce the suggestion of speed limit 
restrictions along that stretch of the A38.

Action: Clerk to obtain accident records from the Highways Safety Officer, NSC
Action: Eric Gates to liaise with Winford Parish Council

c) Footpaths
No further footpath business was discussed.

d) Link to the Future
A38 footpath minor works
Ed Bradley detailed the three costing options received from NSC for works to the crossing point 
situated above the Fox & Goose pub on the A38. Members discussed the option to install 
dropped kerbs without reshaping the existing footway and works to the central island at a cost 
of around £2,800. Ed Bradley proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was agreed to propose to 
NSC an offer of £1,500 of the earmarked funds in reserve as a 50% contribution towards the 
project to be matched by NSC.

Action: Ed Bradley to draft a proposal
Action: Clerk to submit proposal to NSC

Village Walkways
Eric Gates confirmed the Walkways Working Group had met the day before. Eric reported that 
Andy Robbins was in discussions with the various parties involved throughout the village and 
went on to detail the route of the walkway from the war memorial to Hillside Cottages. He 
explained that additional pinch-points and road widening along problem stretches would be 
necessary but added that the project looked to be affordable out of the £200k set aside under 
the Airport expansion S106 agreement.
The timings on the Barrow Street / A38  traffic lights, the reshaping of the A370 / Barrow Street
intersection and the need to ensure Satnav reprogramming were also discussed.
Eric confirmed that proposals would be presented to residents as soon as landowners' consents 
had been secured and firmer costings received.

14 Community Resilience
It was agreed that this item would be removed from the agenda as it was felt the current Community 
Resilience model was not suitable for implementation by smaller parishes.

15 Open forum for the Parish Council - meetings attended by Parish 
Council members and matters to report
Ed Bradley commented on the delays he was experiencing in renewing his Airport Bus pass and 
reminded members that, with the cutting of the 121 bus service, the Airport Bus was the only public 
transport provision for the village.

16 Future meetings
11 May, 13 July, 14 September and 9 November 2015.

The meeting closed at 9:40 pm.
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