
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney, on
9 May 2016.

Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Phil carnell, Andy Robbins, Geoff Coombs, Claire Arbery
and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
Roger Walker and James Aitken (Alun Griffiths)
19 residents (see attached attendance register)

Eric Gates welcomed all to the meeting.

1 Apologiesfor absence
Apologies had been received from Cllr Rob McKenzie.

2 Minutes of the previous meeting - held on 11 May 2015
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate
record.

3 Chairman's Report and Village News
Eric Gates advised parishioners that, following two vacancies after the 2015 election, Claire Arbery,
who lives on the A38, and Steve King, who lives at Hospital Cottages, had been eo-opted to the Parish
Council joining Andy Robbins, Geoff Coombs, Phil Carnell, Rob McKenzie and himself.

Eric reported that Rob McKenzie chaired the Village Green Committee and the volunteers had been
hard at work on the Village Green. Claire Arbery represented the Council at the Parish Councils Airport
Association (PCAA) who recently had cause to respond to various planning applications submitted by
Bristol Airport to expand carparks and for the erection of a temporary building.

Eric confirmed work towards the creation of the walkways was progressing well and it was envisaged
the project would commence with the closure of Barrow Street, coinciding with the opening of South
Bristol Link Road (SBLR). Works to the crossing on the A38 at the Fox & Goose pub had begun and
was scheduled to finish by the end of the week.

Residents were brought up to date with Crest Nicholson's proposed 150+ housing development of the
Hospital site as well as Taylor Wimpey's interest in resurrecting a large scale development plan for
Ashton Vale. Eric advised that representatives from Taylor Wimpey and their associates would be
addressing the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council later that evening.

Geoff Coombs was credited for his part in progressing the provision of rural broadband to the last
10% of communities not covered by standard supply; it was acknowledged that Barrow Gurney, on
the whole, experienced very slow internet speeds.

Lastly, the Council's efforts to improve the parish footpaths, spearheaded by Andy Robbins, was
detailed and slides of the recently reopened circular route around the Barrow Tanks were shown.
Residents heard that it was the Council's intention to work on and open up footpaths between the
Hospital site and the village during the 2017 financial year.

4 Guest Speaker: Roger Walker (SBLR Project Manager, Alun Griffiths)
Roger Walker was welcomed and began his presentation with an overview of the £47 million project
due to be opened in December 2016 and a brief profile of Alun Griffiths (Contractors) Ltd.

With the aid of aerial photographs, Roger went on to detail the progress made so far at key locations
along the route such as the A370 and A38 roundabouts, Longmoor and Colliter's Bridges, Brookgate
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junction, the Network Rail bridge, Highridge Common, King George's Road and Hareclive Road /
Whitchurch Lane.

Roger explained how, with extensive surveys and contaminated land assessments, the environmental
impact had been minimised resulting in provisions made for bats, birds and mammals. The Triple Lime
Kilns on the A38 were to form a feature of the roundabout that necessitated the relocation of a badger
sett and bat roosts. In order to accommodate Commoners' Rights on Highridge Common, preserved
grasses and turf had been translocated to a strip of land replacing what had been lost to the project.

Roger went on to detail works still to be completed.

The presentation was concluded with questions from residents.
Q: When would the A370 roundabout open?
A: Because of the road signage, the roundabout would open to single lane traffic from June 2016

with the roundabout proper, opening in December.

Q: Would the Metrobus be running at the same time as the SBLR opening?
A: No, Metrobus is scheduled for completion in May 2017.

Q: Had there been any problems encountered in areas of landfill?
A: Some bagged asbestos had been found as well as other contaminated material.

Q: How long had it taken to slide the Railway bridge underpass into place?
A: 52 hours.

Q: What were the biggest challenges encountered?
A: While the majority of North Somerset residents had welcomed the project, a high level of

community engagement with Highridge Common residents had been required. Also, a number
of water mains running alongside key roads had caused some design headaches.

Eric Gates thanked Roger Walker and James Aitken.

5 Presentation of the Accounts for the year ending 31 March 2016
Residents were provided with a summary of the accounts for the year ending 31 March 2016. The
Clerk presented her Financial Report (copy attached). Residents were advised that an increase in the
number of households in the parish, together with a reduction in the Precept requested, had resulted
in a 17% reduction in the Parish Council Precept portion of Council Tax contributions.
Following a question taken from the floor, Eric Gates explained that the village walkways scheme
would be funded by 5106 monies to be collected from Bristol Airport upon completion of SBLR.
Additional, smaller projects associated with the walkways could be funded from Parish Council
earmarked reserves, community fund grants and other funding sources.

6 Public Comments
Roger Walker was thanked for an informative presentation.

Councillors, with special mentions for Eric Gates and Andy Robbins, were thanked for their
persistence, hard work and commitment to the village and the parish as a whole, and received a
round of applause.

The meeting closed at 7:40 pm.
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BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

FINANCIAL REPORT - FYE 31{03{2016

x Income: Two grants received during FYE 31/03/2016
~ £1,925 - Bristol Airport Community Fund

To fund the A38 crossing at the Fox & Goose to allow pedestrians access to bus
stops on both sides of the road, serviced by the Airport Flyer. The new crossing will
be wheelchair and pushchair accessible.

• Work commencing today, Monday 9th May
Expenditure will only be incurred in FYE 31/03/2017 so this money has been
transferred to "earmarked reserves"

~ £159 - Transparency Code Compliance Grant
. To fund costs of setting up and maintaining a publicly accessible website in

compliance with the Transparency Code
This expenditure was incurred during FYE 31/03/2016

x Expenditure: Savings over budget have been made in the following areas:
~ Village Green - savings of £900 over budget as a result of:

Unspent contingency of £500 not required
£108.50 underspend on remedial repairs to the village green and playground
£250 budgeted for the grinding of the War Memorial cherry tree stump that will be
spent in FYE 31/03/2017; transferred to "earmarked reserves"

~ Footpath maintenance - expenditure of £400 this year has gone on the re-
establishment of the reservoir footpaths. £550 of remaining budget has been
earmarked for use during FYE 31/03/2017 to re-establish the footpath from the Barrow
Hospital site into the village as well as for the maintenance and upkeep of existing
paths.

-+ Unspent general contingency - £300 budgeted for but not required
~ Parish Council elections - The PC budgeted for a contested election at a cost of £1,116,

however, with too few candidates to fill the seven vacancies, the election was
uncontested and the District Council billed for its reduced costs of £100.39

x Cash assets: Balances in the bank at the end of the financial year:
~ £4,586.58 (current account)
-+ £10,002.44 (deposit account - interest rate 0.06%)

x Budget 2016117:
~ Precept has been reduced by 7%
~ Overall budgeted expenditure is down 10% on last year's budget
-+ New costs the PC have had to budget for this year include IT costs (website

maintenance & fees) and Village Maintenance
~ Budget also includes £400 for the 5 year tree survey for the village green

x Financial Accounts:
~ The annual internal audit was conducted last week and the PC'sAnnual Return will be

submitted to the external auditor in the next few days
-+ All financial statements including a list of expenditure over £100, the bank reconciliation

and detailed accounts will be published on the PC's website by the end of the week
-+ Once the Annual Return is received back from the external auditors, this too will be

published on the website


