
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney,
at 7:30pm on 11 September 2017.

Present: Claire Arbery (Chairperson), Eric Gates, Geoff Coombs, Andy Robbins, Phil
Carnell and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
Pam Bytheway and Sarah Schranz (Holly Hedge Animal Sanctuary)
4 residents
The Parish Councillors plus Nick Wilton, Colin Russell and PC Martin FaithfullDistribution:

1 Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Rob McKenzie and Nick and Jan Tyrrell.

The Clerk advised members that Colin Russell was standing down as the Parish Council's Liaison
Officer as he felt he was unable to do the role justice with his current workload.

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations

a) Declarationsof Interest
No declarations of interest were made.

b) Receiverequestsfor dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

c) Grant requestsfor dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

3 Minutes of the previous meeting - 10 July 2017
Andy Robbins proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was agreed the minutes of the last meeting
having been circulated previously be taken as a true and accurate record.

4 Co-option to fill vacancy and Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Claire Arbery proposed, Andy Robbins seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Andrew Sheridan
be eo-opted onto the Parish Council. Claire invited him to join the members at the meeting table.

Andrew Sheridan duly eo-opted, completed a Declaration of Acceptance of Office form in the presence
of the Clerk and members introduced themselves.

5 Holly Hedge I Meadow Trust Biodiversity Project: update on
developments

Claire Arbery welcomed Pam Bytheway (Meadow Trust Biodiversity Project co-ordinator) and Sarah
Schranz (Holly Hedge Sanctuary Manager).

Pam began by explaining the environmental impact that development north of Barrow Wood (Hospital
Site) might have on the ecology of the area, through the clearing of land and building works,
increasing footfall through the woods and the overall management of the ancient woodland.

The Meadow Trust Biodiversity Project, operating separately to Holly Hedge Animal Sanctuary, was set
up to create a safe haven for wildlife with a wild flower meadow and pond on the 3.5 acre field
adjacent to the sanctuary the group are in the process of purchasing. A car park expansion, visitor
centre and gift shop would help to finance and sustain the project. It is the aim of the group to
expand the meadow project through the procurement of additional parcels of land with grant funding.

Pam went on to put out a call to the community for assistance from local wildlife enthusiasts and bird
watchers who could help with the identification, recording and monitoring of the wildlife population.
She concluded by sharing the group's hope that, through preservation of the Green Belt and the
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sympathetic management and maintenance of the ancient woodland, Barrow Gurney could ultimately
be recognised offiCially as a environmental conservation area.

Pam was thanked for her presentation and the meeting went on to discuss the wide-scale devastation
of the woodland that has occurred with the first phase of development of the Hospital Site.
Geoff Coombs explained that the original Ancient Woodland Study that had been conducted should
have been preserved and that the protections that study would have afforded the site must be written
into the conditions for the planning permissions of the two current applications 15jPj2301jF and
15jPj2302jF.

Action:
Action:

To be raised with Planning Officer
Clerk to meet with Sarah Schranz and Pam Bytheway to share information on
TPO infringements for enforcement action

6 PublicQuestions
The following matters were raised:

Concerns were voiced regarding speed through the village and the dangers faced by
pedestrians at pinch points with vehicles mounting the pavement. Andy Robbins suggested
the drop in traffic volume had inadvertently caused a rise in speed. He also confirmed that the
installation of bollards was being discussed with NSC. Gateway signs had been ordered and
would appear in the near future.
It was agreed that Community Speedwatch could be considered for reinstatement.
Other speed reduction measures such as cattle grids and average speed cameras were
dismissed. Geoff Coombs suggested speed cushions that required vehicles to align up to.

Action: Andy Robbins to look into speed reduction options

7 Police report
The Clerk reported the following incidents had been recorded:
May 2017:

1 x Vehicle crime on or near Barns Close (under investigation)

June 2017:
1 x Criminal damage and arson on or near Barns Close (under investigation)
1 x Vehicle crime on or near School Lane (under investigation)

Members noted there had been a proliferation of dumped Nitrous Oxide gas canisters, both full and
used, primarily at the fishermen's car park on Bridgwater Road but also adjacent to the Post Office on
Barrow Street.

8 ActionsArising
The following actions arising from the meeting of 10 July 2017 are still outstanding:

Village Tap - Clerk to approach Bristol Water with a request for funding

Hospital site noticeboard - Clerk to ascertain ownership of Oatley Park common ground

Star Councils Award - The Walkways Project has made it to the NALC Star Councils'
Awards long list. The finalists will be decided on 14 September and the winners will be
announced at an awards ceremony in Milton Keynes on 30 October.

Clerk's Note: It has since been announced that the Walkways Project has made the finals in
the category of Local Council Project of the Year: Health & Wellbeing.

Barns Close barn fire - The Clerk confirmed that neither NsC, the Environment Agency nor the
Heath & Safety Executive would accept responsibility for ensuring the clear up of the barn
following the fire at the end of May! It had been established that the landowner's insurance
company were expected to facilitat~ the clear up.

Action: Clerk to contact landowner

9 Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by North Somerset Council since the previous meeting
Action taken:

Barrow Street - partial gully clearance
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Barrow Street - "Barrow Gurney" village sign demolished by verge cutting contractors;
post has been cut down and a works order placed for the installation of new sign
Barrow Lane / A38 - overhanging hedge obscuring the view of drivers exiting out of
Barrow Lane on to the A38 - partial completion (see 9(b), below)

Upcoming works:
Weight / width restrictions on Wild Country Lane - to be completed as soon as
resources permit.

Gully Maintenance:
Wild Country Lane - LOCAL TRAFAC MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

dig crew on site to investigate drainage issues
Tuesday, 12 September and Wednesday, 13 September 2017

Adion: Clerk to establish location for works and time-scale

Clerk's Note: NSC has since confirmed that the crew were not in Wild Country Lane as
planned for operational reasons. This work was to further investigate the drainage near the
A370 overbridge.

b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
The following reports were received:

Overhanging hedge at the Barrow Lane intersection with the A38 - very poor visibility
for drivers of agricultural vehicles exiting onto the A38 and highly dangerous
Action: Andy Robbins to forward photograph to the Clerk
Action: Clerk to report on Council Connect

Wheelie bins left outside Thatched Cottages obstructing pavement
Action: Clerk to write to residents

Verge maintenance:
Hobbs Lane, Naish Lane and Freemans Lane
Action: Clerk to report on Council Connect

c) Footpaths - general
Andy Robbins confirmed Bristol Water had agreed to maintain the footpath in the vicinity of
the sluice at Barrow Tanks by making regular cuts two to three times a year, the first of these
having already been completed.

d) Footpaths - PC owned brush cutter
It was agreed that, as Bristol Water had committed to maintain the reservoir paths, the
decision to purchase a brush cutter at an anticipated cost of £400 would be held over until a
later date, if deemed necessary.

Footpaths - maintenance I
Andy Robbins confirmed he was in the process of finalising an upgrade to the footpath
network between School Lane and Barrow Court scheduled for the Autumn.

e)

10 Village Walkways Committee

a) Walkways Committee report
Eric Gates confirmed that NSC were still working on the snagging list. Bollards are to be
installed at Spring head Barn and further works are needed on the kerbs at the War Memorial.
Speed was of concern to NSC following monitoring of the traffic.

Phi! Carnetl proposed, Andy Robbins seconded and it was agreed to accept Eric Gates' design
to be included under the 20mph sign that had won the competition held at the Flower Show.
The design was viewed by all members of the Council.

b) Stancombe Quarry Community Fund grant
Eric Gates proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was agreed to return £6,500 to the
Stancombe Quarry Community Fund (cheque payable to North Somerset Council), being the
unspent portion of the £8,000 SQCFgrant received.
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c)

a)

b)

c)

a)

11 Conservation Area status
Members heard that the Conservation Officer had requested photographs of the village following the
completion of the walkways works which Eric Gates had duly provided.

12 Village Enhancements

a) Telephone Box
The Clerk confirmed Mr Antony Coles had agreed to assess the amount of work needed to
refurbish the telephone box and revert with a proposal.
A suggestion made by a villager to turn the telephone box into a book depository had sparked
a great deal of interest on the village e-mail into possible uses for the box. The PC was asked
to look into setting up a working group to manage the telephone box.

Action: Clerk to discuss with Rob McKenzie

b) Noticeboards
Members heard that The Noticeboard Company had lost the order in their systems and that
delivery of the Post Office noticeboard would be delayed.

Installation of CCTV to curb fly-tipping
Eric Gates told members the installation of CCTV around the parish was a viable consideration
but would require reliable community involvement.
Members discussed whether there was legislation that prohibited the displaying of CQV
warning signs in the absence of functional cameras.

Action: Clerk to investigate

13 Village Green

Village Green report
Members noted the report previously circulated by Rob McKenzie, copy attached.

Resurfacing of the playground ~nd play equipment
See 13(a), above. I

Tree Warden report
No report had been received.

14 Planning

Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
1. The following planning applications have been received:
- 17/P/1964/F - Retrospective application to remove three windows to east elevation and
add chimney. Add French doors to bedroom 1, between windows on south elevation at
Barrowfields Cottage, Dial Lane, Felton

Council comment: Support the Planning Officer's judgement

- 17/P/1977/LB - Removal of ground floor window, replacement with natural stone.
Installation of two new timber framed windows separated by a brick column, to match existing
windows at ground level at Springhead Barn, Barns Close, Barrow Gurney

Council comment: No objection

- 17/P/2093/TPO - T1 and T2 Hornbeam and Ash - crown raise by 2m and crown reduce
by 2m at The Tythe Barn, Barrow Court Barrow Court Lane, Barrow Gurney

Council comment: No objection

2. The following planning applications have been granted consent:
- 17/P/1289/TPO - Whitebeam x 8 (3130-3133,3136-3139 within report) - fell and
replant; Scots Pine (3134) - fell and replant; Oak (3135) - fell and replant; Ash (3141) - fell
and replant (all within W2 of the order) at Former Hospital site, Wild Country Lane-
Application withdrawn
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3. The following enforcement cases are still pending:
- Unauthorised airport parking at Cross Paddocks, Bridgwater Road (case 2015/0548 AND case
2017/0132 - 30/11/2015) - Site cleared; continuing to monitor

- Airport parking at Corner of Freemans Lane / Bridgwater Road (case 2017/0193-
15/05/2017) - Proceeding with enforcement action

- Airport parking at Lakeside, Bridgwater Road (case 2017/0370 - 14/08/2017) - New case;
site visit pending

- Airport parking at Reservoir Cottage, Bridgwater Road (case 2017/0371- 14/08/2017)-
New case; site visit pending

b) NSC Settlement Profile
Members noted that the draft Settlement Profile that had been contributed to and agreed
upon via e-rnail over the preceding weeks had been submitted.

c) Barrow Hospital- development of the site
Claire Arbery confirmed funding for a playing field and play equipment together with a
contribution for the Village Hall would be included in the 5106 Agreement currently being
negotiated.
Councillors and members of the public discussed the state of the pathway leading from
Hospital Road in the direction of Long Ashton. Members were reminded that, as per the
original 5106 Agreement in place for the 43 dwelling presently under construction, the
developer was only obliged to make improvements to the footpath prior to occupation of the
23'dunit.

Action: Clerk to establish number of occupied dwellings
Action: Clerk to discuss pathway with Long Ashton Parish Council

Clerk's Note: Andrew Sheridan has since confirmed that 19 properties are occupied. One
completed property is used as a show home, three have been built and are owned by Del
Piero and one will be built on the site of the sales office. Occupation of Phase 11of the
development (a further 19 dwellings) is expected to commence at the end of the year.

d) Barrow Hospital - illegal dumping
A request from NSC for feedback was awaited.

Clerk's Note: The following resP4nse has been received:
"/ have investigated your comptetat and I can confirm that / have visited the site on a couple
of occasions now and can confirm that the spoil and rubbish has been removed from the site.
There is a small amount of metal waste, but we have not received any further complaints
regarding burning of materials at this site. It seems that the land owners have cleared the
rubbish and the burnt items from the land.
We will continue to monitor this site and should circumstances change then please let me
know.
Therefore, there has been no breach of planning control and the case is now closed."

e) Ashton Vale I Taylor Wimpey development
Members noted Ashton Vale had been included in the additions to the Site Allocations Plan.
It was agreed to rekindle communications with Long Ashton and Dundry Parish Councils in an
effort to formulate a joint approach to suggestions of development at Ashton Vale.

f) Bristol Airport I Parish CouncilsAirport Association
Members discussed various current developments pertaining to the airport, a summary of
which had been circulated prior to the meeting.
It was agreed the Parish Council would support the PCAA's responses to the various live
consultations and applications.

15 Rural Broadband
Geoff Coombs reminded members that the contract for the provision of high speed broad band in
certain areas of North Somerset had been awarded to Gigaclear. The coverage area had not yet been
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made public though. Andy Robbins mentioned he had entered his postcode onto the Gigaclear website
and had been advised he would be able to receive superfast broadband.
Geoff advised that BT were looking to put in a fibre cabinet to service the Oatley Park development.

16 Finance

a) External Audit report 2016/2017
Members noted the previously circulated report received following the External Audit of the
Annual Return for the financial year ending 31 March 2017.

b) Receipts and Payments
The Clerk reported the following receipts had been received since the last meeting:-

£3,850.00 North Somerset Council 2nd Precept payment 2017/18

Andy Robbins proposed, Eric Gates seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following
payments made since the last meeting:-

£328.22 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC

£328.22 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC

Clerk's salary (July 2017)

Clerk's salary (August 2017)

Andy Robbins proposed, Eric Gates seconded and it was resolved to authorise the following
payments to be made:-

£519.94 Ms Joanna van Tonder Reimburse for the purchase of laptop
and MS Office software

£50.00 Parish Councils Airport Ass. Annual subscription 2017/18

£15.00 Avon Local Councils Association 50% of cost of Information Security
training (Joanna van Tonder)

£156.76 Ms Joanna van Tonder

£6,500.00 Stancombe Quarry Community
Fund cio North Somerset Council

Clerk's expenses (April- Sept 2017)

Repayment of unspent portion of SQCF
grant received (see 10(b), above)

17 Delegation of right to represent the Parish Council and vote at:

a) Stancombe Quarry Community Fund
It was agreed that Ciaire Arbery would replace Eric Gates on the committee of the Stancombe
Quarry Community Fund and would also attend the meetings of the Local Liaison Group on
behalf of the Parish Council.

b) ALCAAGM
It was agreed to delegate authority to the Clerk to represent and vote on behalf of the Parish
Council at all Annual General Meetings of the Avon Local Councils Association.

18 Open Forum for the Parish Council
No-one had anything further to discuss.

19 Future meetings
2017 meeting dates: 13 November 2017
2018 meeting dates: 8 January, 12 March, 14 May, 9 July, 10 September, 12 November 2018

The meeting closed at 9:38 pm.
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Barrow Gurney Village Green Report Sept 2017

1. Working on getting quotes for surface renewal for Play area. Looking for a combination
of wet pour rubber surface under swings and rotator and grass matting on other areas
of heavy use, with grass covering the remainder. Struggled a little to find suppliers who
would do the both the Rubber surface and grass. Many of the wet pours suppliers are
not interested in doing the grassed area but we would prefer to have one supplier do all.
So far have received one quote and awaiting quotes from two others:

a. 5afetyGreen Ltd £8880 +vat
b. GB Sport and Leisure - awaiting Quote
c. PlayForce - awaiting Quote

2. Table Tennis Table. There was very strong support for the proposal to install a table
tennis table on the village green. In addition, there was an offer from someone in the
parish to provide funding for the table but this has unfortunately fallen through. Charles
Critchett will be submitting an application to the Stancombe Quarry community fund for
the cost of the table.

3. Village Green Tidy being organised date TBC (either last Saturday in September or the 1st

or 2nd Saturday in October)


