
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held in the village hall, Barrow Gurney, on 13 March 2017.

Present: Eric Gates (Chairman), Geoff Coombs, Claire Arbery, Phil Carnell, Rob 
McKenzie, Steve King and Joanna van Tonder (Clerk)
11 residents

Distribution: The Parish Councillors plus Nick Wilton, Colin Russell and PC Martin Faithfull

1 Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Andy Robbins.

2 Declarations of Interest and dispensations

a) Declarations of Interest
Geoff Coombs had declared an interest in agenda item 7(a) Planning applications received, 
with specific reference to 17/P/0267/TPO (Barrow Court, Barrow Court Lane).
Members were reminded that Cllr Steve King had dispensation to discuss and vote on matters 
pertaining to planning applications at the Former Barrow Hospital site.

b) Receive requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

c) Grant requests for dispensations
No new requests for dispensation were received.

3 Minutes of the previous meeting – 9 January 2017
It was agreed the minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously be taken as a true 
and accurate record.

4 Police report
The Clerk reported there had been no incidents of crime reported during December 2016 and January 
2017. Members mentioned a recent break-in and theft of a lawnmower from a shed at Barrow Court 
which occurred more recently than the period covered by the Police report.

5 Public Questions
The following matters were raised:

• The use of concrete kerbs outside of the Long House was considered inappropriate in an 
historic village whose buildings were, in the opinion of a conservation officer, the most 
important in North Somerset. Kerbing to restrict traffic flow and protect the Long House wall 
was thought not to be in the original plans. Eric Gates confirmed NSC had done this on their 
own initiative.

Action: Eric Gates to address use of concrete kerbs with NSC

• The confusing and incomplete road markings and associated signage at the A370 end of 
Barrow Street: Eric Gates advised that the necessary signs were available however the sub-
contractor did not have the correct equipment to complete the installation. An additional curve
at that end to guide traffic towards Flax Bourton had originally been suggested however there 
may ultimately not be sufficient budget to cover this.

• The significantly reduced height of the Village Green hedge was suggested to be a health and 
safety concern: Eric Gates advised that the intention was to allow the hedge to develop, 
including adding new plants to fill in the gaps, and to review the situation in the light of the 
new traffic levels.

• The need for pinch points along Barrow Street in the vicinity of Hillside Cottages was 
suggested: Eric Gates confirmed there would be a village gate with speed table at the current 
location of the 20mph sign.
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• The declassification and occasional temporary closure of Barrow Street: Eric Gates agreed that
the declassification of the road was something the PC could look into and that would make 
temporary road closures easier to arrange.

• Changes to the A38 / Barrow Street junction and lane reconfiguration: Eric Gates advised that 
it was NSC's intention to re-phase the lights and not to make changes to the existing filter 
lane as the funding was likely to be exhausted.

• Uses for the Stancombe Quarry Fund grant: Eric Gates confirmed the £8,000 grant had been 
received and that this was earmarked to fund the “entrance gates” at either end of the village.

• An increase in fly-tipping and litter since the new recycling contract came into force on 1 
March 2017: The clerk advised that NSC would only collect fly-tipped rubbish on the public 
highway and was not responsible for the rubbish that had recently been dumped in various 
fields within the parish. She also confirmed that any deterrence signage would need to be 
funded by the PC as NSC would not be in a position to do so. The possibility of including an 
anti-littering message at the bottom of the proposed “Welcome to Barrow Gurney” sign was 
suggested.

• Village litter picks during the road closure: It was noted that a number of villagers had made 
an effort to pick up an astounding amount of litter on and around Barrow Street during the 
closure. Geoff Coombs mentioned that historically, a village clear-up was organised annually 
but these had to stop when it became too dangerous.

Action: Rob McKenzie to compile list of helpers and ascertain amount 
collected in order to offer thanks and further publicise in NS Life

• Drains along the A38: Eric Gates advised that Andy Robbins and Phil Carnell had worked hard 
to try to schedule proper drain clearance along this stretch.

• NSC representation at Parish Council Meetings: The clerk confirmed that both the Parish 
Council Liaison Officer and the District Councillor were routinely invited to and  notified of 
every Parish Council meeting in good time.

The final comment from the residents was to express how much they enjoyed all the wildlife that was 
venturing out into the village with the closure of the road.

6 Actions Arising
The following actions arising from the meeting of 9 January 2017 are still outstanding or addressed as 
follows:

• Telephone Box: Phil Carnell to make contact with Mr Coles

• Village Noticeboard: Clerk collecting quotations for the replacement of the noticeboards.
Action: Clerk to circulate quotes for noticeboards in advance of next meeting

7 Planning

a) Planning applications, consents and refusals since the last meeting
1. The following planning applications have been received:
-  1x Walnut – reduce the length of branches on the NE side of the crown overhanging the 
water tanks by 2m. Also reduce the lowest over-extending limb overhanging the car park on 
the south side of the crown by 2m at Barrow Court by South Archway Cottage, Barrow Court 
Lane (17/P/0053/TPO)

- T1 – T27 Lime – repollard back to most recent points (1-2m) at Barrow Court, Barrow Court 
Lane (17/P/0267/TPO)

Council comment: No objection (retrospective; Geoff Coombs had declared an 
interest and did not participate in the vote by e-mail)

- Formation of “link” between existing granary and main dwelling, conversion of the granary 
building to residential accommodation incidental to the dwellinghouse, demolition of the 
existing western wing of the dwellinghouse and rebuild with a  single storey extension and 
two storey extension to the rear elevation and further minor amendments to the existing 
dwelling and granary building at Upper Mill Farm, Barrow Street (17/P/0483/F)
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Members voted to support the application on the condition that 
i) the public right of way running alongside the proposed curtilage of the building is 
protected, and 
ii) the use of traditional clay roof tiles be made a condition of consent.
Action: Clerk to submit comment

2. The following planning application has been REFUSED:
- 1x Walnut – reduce the length of branches on the NE side of the crown overhanging the 
water tanks by 2m. Also reduce the lowest over-extending limb overhanging the car park on 
the south side of the crown by 2m at Barrow Court by South Archway Cottage, Barrow Court 
Lane (17/P/0053/TPO)

3. The following enforcement cases are still pending:
- Unauthorised airport parking at Cross Paddocks, Bridgwater Road (case 2015/0548 – 
30/11/2015) – Site cleared; continuing to monitor

- Erection of extension at Rock Cottage, Bridgwater Road (case 2016/0094 – 14/03/2016) – 
Site visit to be arranged

- Change of use of the land from agriculture to a mixed use of agriculture and the parking of 
vehicles unconnected with the agricultural use of the land at land north of Newditch Farm, 
Potters Hill, Felton (case 2016/0203 - /06/2016) – Following appeal, enforcement notice 
varied in terms of compliance time allowances, and upheld.

-  Change of use of the land from agriculture to a mixed use of agriculture and the parking of 
vehicles unconnected with the agricultural use of the land at Barrow Fields, Dial Lane, Felton 
(case 2016/0301) – Appeal still in progress

- Airport parking on land to the east of Fox & Goose, Bridgwater Road (case 2016/0483) – 
Site cleared

- Tipping of soil and rubbish on Land at Barrow Hospital Site Wild Country Lane (case 
2017/010) – NSC awaiting a response to correspondence from developer

b) Barrow Hospital
Members discussed with concern the lack of advancement in progress by NSC's enforcement 
team in dealing with the unauthorised fly-tipping and other associated activities at the 
Hospital site (case 2017/010). The clerk confirmed she had forwarded on new photographic 
evidence that had been received that morning. In response, NSC asked if the PC could provide
further information on the vehicular activity that may be responsible for the dumping.
It was agreed to request an intervention from District Councillor Nick Wilton if an appeal to 
the Head of Planning Enforcement in the first instance did not prove satisfactory.
The suggestion of approaching the media was considered and it was decided to wait until 
these other avenues of recourse had been exhausted.

Action: Clerk to write to Chris Nolan (NSC Head of Planning)
Action: Clerk to forward details of case to Cllr Nick Wilton

Steve King raised the issue of the resurfacing of the pavement from the Hospital Road 
entrance and up Wild Country Lane to the railway bridge. Geoff Coombs confirmed it had 
been an early S106 requirement of the developers that would have, in all likelihood, been 
transferred with successive planning consents.

Action: Clerk to investigate

c) Ashton Vale / Taylor Wimpey development
Members noted that Dr Liam Fox MP had expressed strong views against a Green Belt revision
at Ashton Vale.

d) Other
Bristol Airport:
The Clerk reported there had been no new developments at the Airport in terms of planning.
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8 Village Walkways

a) Village Walkways Committee report
Eric Gates told members that Andy Robbins had put in a great deal of effort to keep the 
walkways project on track. He advised that road resurfacing works were to be tagged on to 
the end of the walkways.
The closure of Wild Country Lane (WCL) for one week to allow Bristol Water to lay its pipeline 
had given NSC the opportunity to resurface the Hern Lane portion of WCL that was badly in 
need of substantial repairs. Eric advised that the Parish Council had intervened when it 
became clear that both Barrow Lane and WCL would be closed simultaneously, however, the 
closure was unavoidable.

Action: Clerk to find out if NSC will be filling other potholes along WCL at the 
same time

b) “Parish of Barrow Gurney” sign at A370 end of Barrow Street
To be considered at a later date.

9 Highways, pavements, verges and footpaths

a) Action taken by North Somerset Council since the previous meeting
The following action has been taken:

•

Upcoming works:
• road closure of Barrow Street between School Lane and Wild Country Lane, from 

Monday, 16 January 2017 for eight + weeks
• road closure of Wild Country Lane from Holly Hedge entrance for approximately 40m 

in the direction of the village to facilitate works by Bristol Water for the installation of 
the water main, from Monday, 13 March 2017 for one week

b) Condition of roads, pavements, verges and footpaths
The following reports were received:

• Pothole on Barrow Court Lane in the vicinity of Slade Lane
• Pavement in the vicinity of the Mill Pond
• General state of St Katherine's Lane

Action: Clerk to report on Council Connect

Village enhancements:
• Planters will be required when the village's free flowers are ready to collect

Action: Clerk to obtain quotes for a selection of planters

• Village tap: Geoff Coombs advised that Bristol Water had taken some responsibility for
the tap the last time it was repaired and had made a contribution

• Breeze block wall near the playground to be replaced in stone.
Action: To be discussed at the next meeting

c) Footpaths - general
There was nothing to report.

10 Finance

a) Clerk's Salary: cost of living increase 2017 / 2018
Members were advised of the revised salary scales for local council clerks effective from 1 
April 2017 that had been published by NALC the previous year. Steve King proposed, Claire 
Arbery seconded and it was resolved that the clerk will receive the recommended cost of living
increase of 1% as of 1 April 2017. The clerk's salary will rise by £39.00 to £3,938.61 pa.

b) Amendment of Clerk's salary standing order
In accordance with 10(a) above, Claire Arbery proposed, Steve King seconded and it was 
resolved to amend the monthly standing order set up with the Co-operative Bank to pay the 
clerk's salary from £324.97 to £328.22 with effect from April 2017.
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c) Receipts and Payments
The Clerk reported the following receipts had been received since the last meeting:-

£8,000.00 Stancombe Quarry Community Fund Grant received

Rob McKenzie proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was resolved to ratify the following 
payments made since the last meeting:-

£324.97 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (January 2017)

£324.97 Ms Joanna van Tonder / HMRC Clerk's salary (February 2017)

Rob McKenzie proposed, Phil Carnell seconded and it was resolved to authorise the following 
payments to be made:-

£88.00 Society of Local Council Clerks Annual subscription 2017/8

£350.00 Barrow Gurney Village Hall Annual hall hire

£75.00 Mr G Bennett Tidying of the War Memorial

£117.87 Ms Joanna van Tonder Clerk's expenses

£36.00 Devon Association of Local Councils Conference fees

£55.65 Avon Local Councils Association Annual subscription 2017/8

11 Village Green

a) Village Green report
Rob McKenzie reported that a group of VGC members had recently tidied up the paths.
Concerns had been raised regarding the success of the relaying of the hedge. Members 
discussed the incidents of concrete accidentally spilled in places along the base of the hedge 
during the walkways work, as well as the increased visibility, kerbing and access gaps along 
the perimeter of the Green.
Rob advised there was still a quantity of hedge debris on the Green that needed to be taken 
away. Phil Carnell confirmed he had cleared some of it and members discussed other options 
for the removal of the remainder.
Members discussed the timing of the planting of additional whips that would be needed to fill 
in the hedge. It was thought that Hec (contracted to complete the relaying) was planning to 
put in extra infill whips by the end of March. Phil agreed to confirm this with him.
The means of financing the additional whips is still to be agreed.

b) Tree Warden report
Rob McKenzie had nothing to report.

A member of the public advised members of a Community Tree Planting Grant that was 
available to subsidise around 70% of the cost of tree planting projects. Geoff Coombs 
explained that over the years there had been talk of planting an area of trees in the region of 
the A370 bypass on the Barrow Gurney side on the highway verges. It was agreed that this 
was worth considering.

c) War Memorials
The Clerk advised there was nothing further to report at this stage.

12 Annual Parish Meeting: 8 May 2017
Eric Gates passed on Andy Robbins' suggestion that the APM could be an opportunity to discuss ways 
to rejuvenate the village community upon completion of the walkways project. It was suggested by a 
member of the public that, as a long-standing and important community event, the Barrow Gurney 
Flower Show should be included in such a discussion.
Geoff Coombs reminded members that the APM was a meeting of the residents and it was decided to 
invite suggestions from the community via the parish magazine and the village e-mail.

Action: Eric Gates to submit a piece for the magazine
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13 Conservation Area status
Eric Gates had nothing to report.

14 Rural Broadband
Geoff Coombs advised that the BT roll-out of broadband to 90% of properties across the country was 
almost finished. Connecting Devon & Somerset (CD&S) had completed the awarding of contracts to 
independent suppliers who would be responsible for connecting up the remaining 10% that would 
include Barrow Gurney. Unfortunately, the award of the contract to cover the North Somerset area 
had been challenged and was now subject to appeal.

Action: Geoff Coombs to circulate a list of properties to be covered

Geoff explained that the £500 vouchers that had been a fallback if the CD&S contract did not cover 
the entire parish were due to expire at the end of March. A new voucher scheme was to be introduced
in April / May and could see expired vouchers renewed.

15 Open Forum for the Parish Council
Geoff Coombs said that, at the recent WPD stakeholders' lunch he had attended, he made use of the 
opportunity to lobby WPD on the removal of overhead lines in conservation areas.

16 Future meetings
Dates of future meetings:  8 May, 10 July, 11 September, 13 November 2017

The meeting closed at 9:10 pm.
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