
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Village Green Committee (VGC) of the Barrow Gurney Parish Council
held at 2 Hillside Cottages, Barrow Street, Barrow Gurney on 7 December 2015.

Present: Rob McKenzie (Chairman), Nick Kerswell, Joanna Critchett (late arrival) and
Joanna van Tonder (Parish Council Clerk)

Distribution: The Village Green Committee members and Parish Councillors

1 Apologiesfor absence
Apologies had been received from Jim Durie and Ann Robinson.

2 Minutes of the previousmeeting:- 8 December 2014
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate
record.

3 Half Year Financial Review of Committee expenditure
Joanna van Tonder presented the Half Year Financial report of the VGC expenditure for the current
year. Estimated expenditure for the year was predicted to be under budget due to an anticipated
underspending on playground remedial repairs as well as £250 allocated to the War Memorial tree to
be held in reserve and earmarked for spending in the next finandal year.

4 Playground Inspection
a) Review of Play Inspection Co. safety inspection report
The report was discussed and it was noted the findings were either classed as low or very low risk.

The committee noted that the report highlighted one rotten fence post, rusting shackles on the swings
and activity trail, and the unsecured, free-standing dustbin. The report also commented on the quality
and quantity of wood chip floor covering as well as the severely limited disabled access of the site.
These shortcomings were discussed and agreed remedial works are minuted below.

As the rusty bolts appeared not to be intrinsically corroded, it was agreed to monitor for further
deterioration.

The committee briefly considered replacing the dustbin with a fixed unit and Rob McKenzie took the
opportunity to remind members to empty the dustbin as necessary during weekly inspections; Nick
Kerswell in December and Joanna Critchett in January.

b) Provision for future inspections
The committee considered the two options presented by Play Inspection Co. for the booking of future
inspections. Itwas agreed to request the company to programme the inspections to be completed
each year, until notified otherwise, rather than just re-order for next year only.

5 Additional Maintenance work
Rotten fence post - Itwas agreed to ask Rick Radice to quote on the repair / replacement of
the post.

• Wood chip floor covering - After discussing the pros and cons of scraping away all existing
material and fully replacing the floor covering, it was agreed to top up the existing covering
during this financial year provided the wood chip could be sourced for free.

Action: Rob McKenzie to discuss with Phil Carnell
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Apple Trees - Nick Kerswell confirmed he had pruned the trees in February and would be
looking to do the same again in the new year. If further intervention was required, Nick would
advise the committee.

• Overgrowth around the pipe on the far side of the stream - As this was sited on Estate land, it
was agreed to seek permission from Antony Gibbs for Rob McKenzie and Nick Kerswell to
clear.

Action:
Action:

Rob McKenzie to consult with Antony Gibbs prior to acting
Rob McKenzie to suggest this as a possible project for the Tree Wardens

Removal of Memorial tree stump - After discussion, it was agreed to remove the stump in the
short term and schedule the replacement of the tree for 2018.

Action: Rob McKenzie to approach Phil Carnell for suggestions and recommendations

6 Ideas for additional improvements or enhancements
Rob McKenzie reminded members that funding for projects was available through the Community
Funds set up by Bristol Airport, Stancombe Quarry and Freemans Quarry. He also suggested that any
additions to the Village Green Should, ideally, be low maintenance.

Members discussed the opportunities the Village Walkways scheme would provide for the Village
Green and were supportive of the proposals to remove the hedge and replace it with a post and chain
barrier, allowing an open view of the Village Green from the approach road.

Members discussed the suggestion of replacing the wood chip with a rubberised flooring that could be
grant funded. It was agreed that this could only be considered after the replacement of the play
equipment, Members debated when and what items of play equipment should be replaced. Itwas
accepted that the current equipment was still in a sufficiently good condition with an anticipated life
remaining of around five years.

The creation of a nature pond was suggested but it was felt this presented too large a maintenance
commitment at this stage.

Nick Kerswell suggested the installation of an all-weather table tennis court. Members agreed that this
could prove a popular addition to the Village Green, with bats and balls kept at the Prince's Motto.

Action: Nick Kerswell to report back with costings

Joanna Critchett recommended the replacement of the "Spinner" as the rubbers had deteriorated
significantly.

Action: Joanna Critchett to investigate options

Itwas agreed that funding for the table tennis court and replacement spinning equipment would be
sort from the Bristol Airport Community Fund.

7 Village Green maintenance schedule 2016 / 2017
Rob McKenzie suggested a schedule of 18 cuts, 4 weed sprays, 2 major and 4 minor strims. Members
agreed the schedule.

Action: Joanna van Tonder to confirm prices with Chris Lane

8 Village Green Committee proposedbudget 2016/ 2017
Joanna van Tonder reminded members that the 5 year Tree Survey was due during the next financial
year. The need for the tree survey was questioned. Rob McKenzie advised that, in 2011, the Parish
Council had benefited from a group discount with Bosky Trees by pairing up with Barrow Court. It was
agreed to budget £400 under extraordinary expenditure for the survey.
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Action:
Action:

Joanna van Tonder to provide justification for the tree survey
Rob McKenzie to liaise with Barrow Court

After discussion and an agreement to increase the playground remedial repairs budget to £300 and
reduce the contingency to £300 for the forthcoming year, Rob McKenzie proposed, Nick Kerswell
seconded and it was agreed to submit the draft Village Green Committee Budget 2016 /2017, as per
the attached copy, to the Parish Council for approval at the next meeting.

9 PublicQuestions
There were no public questions.

10 Date of the next meeting
Date of next meeting: Monday, 7 November 2016

The meeting closed at 9:50 pm.
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BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL Clerk:
Ms Joanna van Tonder

151 california Road
Oldland Common

6S309PP
Tel: 07586 437769

VILLAGE GREEN DRAFT BUDGET 2016 I 2017

Actual Actual Actual Actual Estimated Budget
for the year for the year for the year for the year for the year for the year

ending ending ending ending ending ending
31/03/12 31/03/13 31/03/14 31/03/15 31/03/16 31/03/17

Annual expenditure:

Grass cutting 1,125 720 540 770 850 900*
Path spraying 50 75 105 108 144*
Strimming 15 50 105 166 206*
Annual playground inspection 63 63 60 60 63 63
Remedial repairs to playground 192 300
Contingency 40 300 300

1,188 888 725 1,040 1,678 1,913

Extraordinary expenditure:

5 year Tree Survey 300 400
Resurfadnq of paths 850 300
Replacement swings 407 150

300 1,257 150 300 0 400

TOTAL 1,488 2,145 875 1,340 1,678 2,313

* based on 2015 prices; confirmation of 2016 rates awaited (07/12/15)
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