
BARROW GURNEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Village Green Committee (VGC) of the Barrow Gurney Parish Council 
held at Orchard House, Wild Country Lane, Barrow Gurney on 8 December 2014.

Present: Rob McKenzie (Chairman), Nick Kerswell, Joanna Critchett and Joanna van 
Tonder (Parish Council Clerk)

Distribution: The Village Green Committee members and Parish Councillors

1 Apologies for absence
Apologies had been received from Jim Durie and Ann Robinson.

2 Minutes of the previous meeting:- 2 December 2013
The minutes of the last meeting having been circulated previously were taken as a true and accurate 
record.

3 Half Year Financial Review of Committee expenditure
Joanna van Tonder presented the Half Year Financial report of the VGC expenditure for the current 
year. Expenditure was expected to remain in line with the budget however, budgeted remedial work 
to the paths may only take place in the following financial year and the War Memorial tree would not 
be re-shaped as budgeted but would be cut down at no cost.

4 Remedial work to flood-damaged paths
Rob McKenzie explained that the paths had been resurfaced just prior to the 2012 floods and that the 
gravel had been largely washed away. Rob confirmed he was in discussions with Stancombe Quarry to 
obtain a donation of rock dust that Phil Carnell would collect. The contractor chosen to lay the stone 
had confirmed the quote given of £350 to complete the task was still valid.

5 Review of Play Inspection Co. safety inspection report
The report was discussed and it was noted that the findings were either classed as low or very low 
risk. It was agreed to make provision in the budget for minor repairs suggested in the report.

6 Weekly play area inspections
Rob McKenzie reminded committee members that documented weekly inspections of the play area 
were a condition of the Parish Council's insurance policy. Nick Kerswell volunteered to undertake 
weekly inspections during January and Joanna Critchett, February 2015.

Action:Rob McKenzie to circulate rota to cover the next few months

7 Additional Maintenance work
Committee members suggested repairing and/or replacing the gate, post and post caps indicated in 
the playground inspection report. The pruning of the apple trees was discussed as was the clearing of 
foliage growing over the “feature wall”.

Action:Nick Kerswell to obtain quote to repair the post
Action:Rob McKenzie and Nick Kerswell to visit site of the overgrown wall
Action:Nick Kerswell to schedule apple tree pruning for January / February 2015

8 Ideas for additional improvements or enhancements
Joanna Critchett suggested a living willow structure. This was discussed and it was agreed the trees 
required too high a level of maintenance. Members discussed at length the merits of clearing 
vegetation to allow access to a natural pool along the stream. It was decided the risks would outweigh 
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any benefits. The slow development of the wild flower area was considered and Rob McKenzie 
suggested reseeding the area in early Spring.

Action:Rob McKenzie to investigate options for the wild flower area

9 Village Green maintenance schedule 2015 / 2016
Rob McKenzie suggested a schedule of 18 cuts, 3 weed sprays, 2 major and 2 minor strims. Members 
agreed the schedule.

Action:Joanna van Tonder to confirm prices with Chris Lane

10 Village Green Committee proposed budget 2015 / 2016
Rob McKenzie proposed, Nick Kerswell seconded and it was agreed to submit the draft Village Green 
Committee Budget 2015 / 2016, as per the attached copy, to the Parish Council for approval at the 
next meeting.

11 Public Questions
There were no public questions.

10 Date of the next meeting
It was agreed to hold the next formal meeting of the VGC in November 2015, date to be confirmed.

The meeting closed at 9:30 pm.
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