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Having a network of woodlands, forest and trees, with greater species and 
structural diversity, will ensure that habitats can adapt to change and ‘bounce 
back’ from the growing list of threats and deliver more benefits to more 
people
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Our trees and woods 
are in trouble…



Native Woodland Survey

Although much has been done in the last 25 years: 
• Only 18% of Scotland is wooded 
• Just 22% of that is native and semi-native woodlands or PAWS 
• As little as 4% of Scotland’s land area 
• Less than half are in a satisfactory condition for wildlife



State of Scotland’s nature

Analysis of almost 6000 IUCN Red List species found in Scotland:  
• 520 or 9% of the Scottish list are at risk of extinction in the UK  
• 13% of plants 
• 12% of mosses, hornworts and liverworts 
• 8% of fungi and lichens



The Woodland Trust’s Landscape-Scale  
ambition

• Functioning and resilient ecosystems and networks of habitats 

• 20% of land managed for nature and 80% sharing space with nature 

• Ecosystems and environmental services to be part of every decision 
regarding land management  

• More working together on land management, conservation and rural 
development - awareness and support - delivery and policies – 
government, civil society, businesses and communities



The Treescape 
Pipeline



Atlantic woodlands – Scotland’s Rainforest 



World Distribution of temperate rainforest:



Key Characteristics:
• High rainfall and few dry days
• Temperate (low range)
• Topography (ravines, crags and boulders)
• Upland (even on the coast)
• Cleaner air

NVC woodland communities:
• Oak-birch W11 , W16 and W17.
• Ash W9: usually small patches.
• Wet woodlands - mainly W1 (grey willow), W4 

(downy birch) and W7 (alder).
• Pine woodlands W18.
• Hazel woodland does not fit well

NWSS/BAP woodland types:
• Upland oakwoods
• Upland birchwoods
• Upland mixed ashwoods
• Wet woodlands
• Native pinewoods
• Some lowland mixed deciduous 



Key flora:
Epiphytes
Fungi
Lichens
Bryophytes

The oceanic bryophytes in Atlantic 
oakwoods is not only the richest 
bryophyte flora in Europe, it is also one 
of the richest in the world. (Rothero, 
2005)  

The Atlantic broad-leaved woodlands of 
Britain are home to:  
• 517 lichens 

• 28% of the total lichen flora  
• 73% of all British woodland lichens 

• Main habitat for 165 species.  
• 26 species are only found in Scotland 

- not England or Wales.  

• 86 species for which Britain has 
International responsibility. (Coppins 
and Coppins, 2005)



Key Species

Distribution of Deceptive Featherwort Adelanthus decipiens



UK Distribution of Atlantic oakwoods

PlantLife IPA Atlantic Zone



Threats
• Remnant sites – small, 

fragmented, old, declining

• Rhododendron

• Grazing (over and under)

• Climate change

• Poor/lack of management

• Disease

• Under representation in 
designations

• Plantations



Rhododendron

23% of NWSS 
sites affected by 
rhododendron

37% of IPA sites 
affected by 
rhododendron



Grazing pressure

39% affected 
by High and 
Very High 
Herbivore 
Impact



Climate Change

Met Office Data



Challenges
• Need for collaboration and new 

partnerships
• Long-term thinking
• Money – how much and for how long?
• Love of purple – heather and 

rhododendron

• Traditional interests – agriculture, 
forestry and sporting

• Community aspirations
• Terrain, distance and remoteness
• Knowledge – generating and 

spreading best practice 
• Government thinking about other 

things!



Opportunities
• Past initiatives to learn from

• New partnerships and collaborations

• Mass engagement

• Working at a larger scale

• Finding a new way to fund 
conservation & development?



What is the project?
• 2 years developing a programme for the conservation 

& development of the Scotland’s temperate rainforest

What are the specific objectives?
• Set up an Atlantic Woodland Alliance
• Understand the baseline condition, threats and needs 

of the Atlantic temperate rainforests and stakeholders
• Develop a shared Vision  and Action Plan
• Raise awareness and support for its conservation and 

development
• Plan a conservation & development programme
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Who is involved so far?

• NGOs – Woodland Trust, SWT, RSPB, John Muir Trust, NTS, PlantLife, Trees 
for Life, AHAG

• Land managing agencies – FC, FE, SNH.
• Community Woodland Association.

Want to talk to others including:
• Land managing representative bodies 
• Land owning private sector bodies – estates, crofters, farmers
• Advisory agents
• Local authorities 
• Forestry interests 
• Access interests 
• Tourism interests - ?
• Academics - ?
• You …?
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Adam Harrison 
Treescape Development Lead - West Coast Scotland 
  

Telephone: 03437705521 
Mobile: 07584 595414 
Email: AdamHarrison@woodlandtrust.org.uk 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