
Lochaber Biodiversity Action Plan Group 2018 Update 

• The Lochaber LBAP Group is an active, informal association of government bodies, NGOs, ecologists 

and interested parties involved in local biodiversity based in and around Lochaber. 

• The group meets once or twice a year to discuss current projects, issues and ideas relating to local 

biodiversity. 

• The framework LBAP document, ‘Living Lochaber’ was revised in 2017, the updated documents 

agreed and circulated around the group as reference material to be used particularly in a project 

development or planning context. 

• A master project list containing all the topics initially proposed in the 2004 Living Lochaber 

document, together with most subsequent projects and initiatives has been drawn up, together 

with any relevant actions and outcomes. This is to be updated annually. The actions contained are 

linked in the spreadsheet to the relevant objectives of the Highland Biodiversity Action Plan. 

• In 2017 a comprehensive survey of the alpine flora of previously inaccessible cliffs on Ben Nevis 

involving botanists, geologists and mountain guides was suppported and there are further plans to 

repeat the exercise in Glen Nevis. 

• Nevis Landscape Partnership, working with several partners have arranged several biodiversity 

projects including community involvement along with biodiversity training in the last year (e.g. on 

moths, butterflies, water voles and red squirrels). 

• The Group supported a project to protect the last remaining colony of New Forest Burnet, by 

Butterfly Conservation which was successfully fenced last year as protection from grazing. 

• Glen Coe was awarded National Nature Reserve status in 2017, largely through the work of NTS 

there. 

• Two blocks of residual Caledonian pine wood totalling some 1100ha on the south shores of Loch 

Arkaig were purchased by the Woodland Trust in December 2016 in conjunction with the Arkaig 

Community Forest group, and work is well under way to develop a plan of restoration. Notable work 

in 2017 included the successful installation of a popular osprey nest camera and a peatland 

restoration project 

• A booklet on the Wildlife of Lochaber has just been published through the Lochaber Natural 

History Society (who celebrate their 50th anniversary this year), with chapters focusing on different 

habitats. This complements an earlier booklet on Wild Lochaber Trails, published by Wild Lochaber 

through the auspices of Lochaber Geopark (both available for purchase). 

• Current focus is on wildflower meadows on croftland, with an identification training day planned, 

and various conservation projects currently under discussion.


