
Giant Hogweed 
Control in 

Munlochy and on 
the Auldearn Burn

Jonathan Willet



Giant Hogweed – Some Facts
• Introduced to the UK by 1820. 
• First recorded in the wild in 1828. 
• Rapid spread since 1962 Atlas of British Flora. 
• Native to the Caucasus mountains in south west Russia and Georgia  
•  The plant produces 1,500 to 100,000 flattened, 1cm long, oval 

seeds. 
• Seeds can lie dormant for 10(+) years? 
• Can self-pollinate. 
• Biennial or perennial (until flowering).



Giant 
Hogweed 
distribution in 
the UK.



What happened to 
make it spread?



Is it Giant Hogweed or Common Hogweed?

• Is it over 2 metres tall? 
• Is the stem the thickness of your thumb or wrist? 
• Are the flowers side plate or dinner plate-sized? 

If yes or the latter answer to the above then it is Giant 
Hogweed.



Giant Hogweed in Highland 2006 mapping
• Wick River 
• Balnagown River 
• Glenurquhart Farm (A832 near Cromarty) 
• Littlemill Burn (Munlochy) 
• River Ness (from Holm Mill Burn) 
• River Nairn.



Littlemill from the road bridge – clear?



On closer inspection…



More



And more…



Flowering last year.



Lots of growth upstream on the bridge.



Limited by cultivation.



Extensive seed bed.



Last year’s plant? Post spraying?



Inadvertent cultivation control.



Burying a form of control?



But also this is a great new seed bed.



What worked
• Getting the owners to pay for the control. 
• Basic mapping easy to do as the extent wasn’t large. 
• Letter from land agent (Bowlts) to owners and getting them to identify 

the owners made things simple. 
• Maximum overall cost was £637 in 2011 (Munlochy). 
• £890 in 2010 at Auldearn. 
• Decline in area of Giant Hogweed. 
• Having a body to oversee the spraying, FN&L Fishery Trust. 
• Identifying the full extent of GH infestation (ongoing). 
• Annual spraying getting the population under control.



What didn’t work
• Land agent fees steep, £1600 annually, so when the SNH grant 

ran out (2010-14), only 2015 could be funded by Highland 
Council and then no funding. 
• In Munlochy the work didn’t continue in 2016 as there was no-

one at Highland Council to lead the project. 
• Inverness INNS control project ceased in 2016 too. 
• So recolonisation begins. 
• National issues. Too many to mention. Stay upbeat!



But good news - Status of control measures
• Wick River – SNH funded control then volunteer effort, ongoing. 
• Balnagown River – CDFT control, ongoing.  
• Glenurquhart Farm (A832 near Cromarty) – CDFT control, ongoing. 
• Littlemill Burn (Munlochy) – 2011-2015 (2016?) 
• River Ness (from Holm Mill Burn) – 2011-2015 (2010) 
• River Nairn – 2012 – onwards. 
• Auldearn Burn – 2006-7, 2010 onwards. 

Ness and Beauly Fishery Trust may be able to manage in the two areas in 
abeyance in the future.



AND…
• You need to 

look at a 
control 
programme 
of at least 
10 years!
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