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Areas To Be Treated

The  detailed survey required walking 60km of river bank of both the main 
stem and smaller tributaries. 



North American Skunk Cabbage

Spraying 18th Sept 2015



October 2015 
This shows the result after one month. The next 
year thousands of small seedling had appeared



Japanese Knotweed



Spraying October 2015



Before Spraying 2016 showing 
regrowth after one application.



Japanese Ladders



Japanese Ladder In Use August 2015



Site April 2017 



Giant Hogweed





Himalayan Balsam

Remote control flail mower





20th June 2015



29th June 2015
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23rd June 2016





Volunteers



Results

In total, over 36,038 m2 (3.6 ha) 
of riparian land was treated 
with herbicide, which included 
all giant hogweed, Japanese 
knotweed and North American 
skunk cabbage.  In addition, 
7,467 m2 (0.7 ha) of Himalayan 
balsam was treated 
mechanically

Plant species
Area  treated  2016  in 
m2 (Ha)

Area treated 2015 in m2 
(Ha)

NASC 6,712 (0.67) 7,932 (0.79)

GH 14,563 (1.45) 2,220 (0.22)

JK 14,737 (1.47) 23,127 (2.31)

HK 26 (0.0026) 0

HB 7,467 (0.74) 3,464 (0.34)

Total 43,505 (4.3) 36,768 (3.67)
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Density of Himalayan balsam (number of stems) in 
monitoring sites, at sites that were treated in late 
2015 and sites that were untreated (control sites).  



Conclusions

● The main focus of the control programme in 2017 will thus be 
tackling the large areas infested with HB. To do this, time will be 
spent organising large volunteer work parties that will carry out 
hand-pulling of HB, working behind staff undertaking mechanical 
cutting of HB using machinery. 

● One of the project aims is to create riparian broadleaved woodland in 
areas cleared of invasive plants. Therefore we have been identifying 
suitable sites for replanting in 2016 and have also located areas of 
native willow suitable for harvesting cuttings.


