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Hidden Canvases – Street Art and the City  (Online talk) 

There's more to street art than Banksy. The biggest art movement since 
pop art, un-commissioned public art ranges from train writing in New York 
to interactive technology that brings murals to life. This beginner’s guide 
explores key stages in its growth and examines the different elements and 
styles of a scene with no rules.  From international superstars to local 
underground heroes, you will leave knowing your Invader from your Aryz – 
you may even start to look at the world a little differently. 

September 14th 2021                                                      Doug Gillen  

 

The Material Culture of al-Andalus (Online talk) 

This lecture tells the story of the Moorish invasion of the Iberian 
peninsula and the Christian reconquest nearly 800 years later, 
through an introduction to the surviving architecture and other areas 
of the material culture of the kingdom of Al-Andalus, such as silk 
textiles, carved ivory caskets, bronze sculptures and refined 
ceramics.  

October 12th 2021                                                       Ian Cockburn 

 

 

Tchaikovsky, Chekhov and Levitan  (Online talk) 

Tchaikovsky was one of the first people to perceive Chekhov’s genius, 
and the admiration was mutual.  The two became friends, aware they 
were kindred spirits. This lecture will discuss the elegiac and lyrical 
quality of their work, along with that of Isaak Levitan, who was Russia’s 
greatest landscape painter, and Chekhov’s best friend.  Together their 
music, writing and painting provide a compelling and moving evocation 
of the autumnal atmosphere of late Imperial Russia. 

November 9th 2021                                              Rosamund Bartlett 

Angels – not just for the top of the tree: Celestial Beings in Art  (Online talk) 

From celestial heralds in medieval art to surreal beings in Marc Chagall’s work, 
the angel has always fascinated Western artists. Angel imagery has evolved over 
time from the ethereal to the more naturalistic, paralleling society’s progression 
from faith in the unseen to scientific explanation. Usually associated with beauty, 
more frightening depictions also exist. This talk considers angels in various guises 
including Bernini’s highly erotic ‘Ecstasy of St Teresa’, the classical beauty of 
William-Adolphe Bouguereau’s angels, and Leonardo's stunning 'Annunciation'.  

December 14th 2021                                                                          Stella Lyons  
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The Eagle Comic- Dan Dare and the Art of Frank Hampson  
 

This is the extraordinary story of how a vicar and an art student founded the 
million selling Eagle magazine in 1950. It looks at how the Dan Dare studio 
worked and the incredible detail that Frank Hampson went to in creating a 
graphic legend that was to influence generations.  This entertaining and 
nostalgic talk includes rare artwork, ephemera and vintage film clips. The 
speaker is a retired Graphic Designer who brings a unique insight into the 
techniques used, the creativity and the legacy. 

January 11
th

 2022                                                                 Howard Smith  

Stained Glass Design 

Susan Bradbury’s work includes ceilings for Leeds Building Society, the Burns 
Memorial Window in Alloway Kirk and a window larger than a tennis court in 
Norwich. Recent works in Cardross depict Peace & Joy as well as Faith, Hope & 
Love, while windows for New Kilpatrick Church include “Divine Light” and “the 
House Built upon Sand.”  Based in Ayrshire since 1980, she is currently etching a 
series of coral atolls as well as a third window on the theme of “Creation”. This 
lecture will show many aspects of stained glass, including work on local projects. 

February 8
th

 2022                                                                 Susan Bradbury 

 

 

Peasant Pastimes? The Art of Pieter Bruegel the Elder  

Pieter Bruegel the Elder is best known for his colourful depictions of 
peasants making merry or toiling in the fields. He also painted religious 
scenes often set in the countryside. But Bruegel’s work is more than just 
charmingly naïve, much more than just peasant scenes. He travelled to Italy 
and became a highly influential landscape painter and important graphic 
artist, whose paintings were collected by distinguished clients. Yet he also 
lived in a time of religious and political turmoil, echoed in his ‘darker’ works.  

March 8
th

 2022                                                      Sophie Oosterwijk 

The Invention of Photography and its Impact on Early Modern Painting  

Invented at the end of the 1830s, photography triggered a visual revolution. 
At the time, some feared that photography would replace painting 
altogether. It certainly did not but painting was not left untouched either. In 
this lecture we will look at how photography helped to change the face of 
painting in the second half of the 19

th
 century, introducing a new 

relationship between reality and its representation that influenced the 
Realists and the Impressionists. 

April 12
th

 2022                                                                Caroline Levisse  
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Joan Miro 

Miró is one of the most important names in 20th-century art, 
enormously prolific over a long career. We focus on three periods 
when his work was particularly closely related to the difficult times in 
which it was made.  First, the ten years following World War I, when he 
was identifying himself strongly with Catalan culture, and making his 
first contact with Surrealism.  Second, the distressing and violent 
period from the Spanish Civil War in 1934 to the early years of World 
War II.  The final period covers 1968-75, at the end of Franco’s regime. 

May 10
th

 2022                                                            Linda Smith 

The Silver Thread: Silver Filigree and Traditional Arts in Kosovo  
 

Silver filigree is an ancient craft which spread across the former 
Ottoman Empire. It is still practised by men and women who turn into 
dragons as they puff fire, sprinkle silver dust, and magic thick silver 
rods into fine wire - and this into lacy jewellery, adornment and 
religious artefacts. The lecture shares images of these transformations 
and the beautiful results but also narrates how silver is mined, worn, 
and lived in Kosovo today. 

June 14
th

 2022                                                         Elizabeth Gowing  

 


