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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Hargrave Parish Council 
Held on Monday 15th April 2019 in Hargrave Village Hall 

 
Members present: 

J Gunthorpe in the Chair 
 

Councillors 
 

M Clarke     D Farrington   N How     H Jones    D Thrift 
 

20 members of the public 
 
The meeting started at 7.30pm 
 

18-107 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Councillor Brotherton. It was agreed that the reason for absence 
be approved. 
 
18-108 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the Minutes for the meeting held 4th March 2019 be approved and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
18-109 Declaration of interests 

None. 
 
18-110 Public Speaking Time 

Four members of the public spoke in relation to planning application 19/00454/FUL. 
 
A resident of Elm Close stated that he would object to the removal of the line of trees along 
the edge of the Hoggin track as they provided screening between the properties on Elm Close 
and the properties on the land adjacent to Rectory View. This would represent a loss of 
residential amenity. 
 
In addition, the resident objected to the proposal of three new large houses in addition to the 
two dwellings under construction and the existing property. He expressed concerns that the 
vehicle access would create a hazard. Extra vehicles connected to the proposed properties 
would exacerbate the increase in traffic volume being experienced in Hargrave due to the 
developments in Raunds. 
 
A resident if Raunds Road stated that she agreed with the previous speaker and added that 
Hargrave is a ‘ribbon development’ settlement with a number of opportunities for building plots 
along the central spine of the village without the need for backfill or garden developments.  
 
A resident of Church Road stated that properties on Church Road already suffered with 
surface water flooding from the land behind the proposed development site in certain weather 
conditions. He expressed concern at the loss of the flood plain and the implication of recent 
climate change. He was concerned that developing the site would make the situation worse. 
 



15 April 2019 37 
 

Another resident of Church Road questioned whether it was the right development for 
Hargrave, the right development for the site and the right development for the neighbours. He 
drew attention to fact that if the proposal proceeded it would result in a 6-property 
development. 
 
He stated that the village infrastructure was inadequate, especially the foul water system 
which, at times, caused complaints due to smell. 
 
He stated that the road access joined Church Road at its narrowest point which created safety 
concerns for road users and pedestrians. 
 
He felt that the proposal for six homes on the site was inappropriate and the dwellings would 
appear cluttered and too close to the existing adjacent properties. 
 
He felt that the Design and Access Statement submitted by the developer did not correctly 
reflect Hargrave. In addition, the Ecology and Archaeology report did not examine the section 
of the site subject to this planning application. 
 
The Chairman asked the assembled members of the public to give a show of hands whether 
they were for or against the application. There were 17 against and 2 for. 
 
18-111 Planning Matters 

a. Planning applications 

19/00454/FUL Erection of three dwellings at Land Adjacent Rectory View Church Road  
 
Councillors were reminded of the material planning considerations that the application could 
be assessed by and were then given the opportunity to comment on the proposal. 
 
It was noted that there were issues relating to trees, the capacity of drains and site access. It 
was commented that the application represented ‘backfill’ and there had not been backfill in 
the village for over 25 years. It was noted that all previous planning applications for the site 
had been for one or two properties rather than six. 
 
Concern was expressed that the applicant had not followed the tree surgeon’s 

recommendations in planning application 18/01293/FUL for the protection of trees covered by 

Tree Preservation Orders (G1, G2, T2) contrary to planning consent, dated 13th August 2018, 

condition 7. Concerned was similarly expressed that work had been carried out during the 

nesting season contrary to proper practices. 

It was noted that a considerable spoil pile had been created on the garden and a question was 

raised as to whether a waste licence had been obtained. 

RESOLVED: that the Parish Council strongly objects to the application for the following 

reasons 

The proposal represents a garden development and backfill. The National Planning Policy 

Framework para. 70 states that garden developments should be resisted. The East 

Northamptonshire area has an adequate housing land supply without permitting garden 

developments.  

The Joint Core Strategy 2016 states the preferred development option is for Sustainable 

Urban Developments with minimal development in rural areas. The Draft Local Plan part 2 

para 8.19 states that the rural housing requirement has been met. Para 4.7 states that 



15 April 2019 38 
 

development should be focussed on locally identified need. This application does not 

demonstrate a locally identified need.  

The Parish Council is of the opinion that the density and layout of the site is inappropriate for 

the site and for Hargrave. The planning application papers make reference to previous 

planning consents, however these were limited to one or two properties with frontage onto the 

road and this has been achieved under 18/01293/FUL. The overall proposal for 6 properties 

on the site, taking into consideration the existing dwelling and the two under construction, is 

disproportionate to the size of Hargrave and the site and is out of character for the village. 

The bell mouth of the proposed access road onto Church Road will create a danger to road 

users and pedestrians. The planning documents provide for 12 parking spaces which 

represents significant traffic movements onto the narrowest part of Church Road. 

The proposal will lead to a loss of residential amenity for the existing adjacent dwellings of 

Church Road and the two dwelling presently under construction.  This is contrary to Joint Core 

Strategy 2016 policy 11.  

Overall the council is concerned that the planning document references the Joint Core 

Strategy in a manner that is not appropriate for Hargrave. Hargrave cannot be regarded as a 

sustainable settlement as it is without services and without public transport. It is described in 

the Draft Local Plan 2 as a small village. 

The archaeology report submitted as part of the application does not assess the area put 

forward for development. 

In the unfortunate event that the application receives planning permission the Parish Council 
would request a condition is imposed for the effective management of surface water in the 
interests of the new and existing properties of Church Road as existing properties are affected 
by surface water flooding in certain weather conditions. 
 
b. Tree Preservation Order 00016 
 
It was noted that the East Northamptonshire Council tree officer had given authorisation for 
immediate removal of a Poplar tree covered by TPO 16 due to the condition of the tree. 

 

18-112 Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Minerals and Waste Local Plan Further Draft 
Consultation 

No comment. 

 
18-113 Next scheduled meeting   

The next schedule meeting is the Annual Council meeting to be held on 13th May 2019. The 
area at the junction of Church Road and the B645 was noted for inclusion on that agenda. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

 

 

 

Chairman 


