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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Hargrave Parish Council 
Held on Monday 6th August 2018 in Hargrave Village Hall 

 
Members present: 

J Gunthorpe in the Chair 
 

Councillors 
 

J Brotherton D Farrington H Jones   
 
There were eight people in the public gallery. 
 
The meeting started at 7.30pm 
 

18-37 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllrs How and Thrift. RESOLVED: That the reason for absence 
be approved. Apologies were also received from NCC Cllr Hughes. 

18-38 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the Minutes for the meeting held 2nd July 2018 be approved and signed by 
the Chairman. 
 

18-39 Declaration of interests  

None. 

18-40 Public Speaking Time 

The council was asked whether the financial difficulties at Northamptonshire County Council 
would have any impact on the Parish Council. The Clerk responded on behalf of the Council. 
This issue will be considered by the Parish Council at future meetings. 
 
A resident of Church Road spoke about land adjoining the site for planning application 
18/01293/FUL. He was particularly concerned about the existing drainage ditch on the 
adjacent track and how it could not contain surface water at times of heavy rainfall/snow melt 
run off. He expressed concerns that the new dwellings would exacerbate the situation. 
 
The resident also had concerns about the proposals for established trees on the site and 
condition of the tree referenced as T1 in the application’s Tree Protection Survey report. 
 
Mr F Hinkley, the agent for planning application 18/01293/FUL, was present and responded 
that all of the trees on site would be retained and protected during the building works in 
accordance with the specifications of the East Northamptonshire Council tree officer. 
 
Mr Hinkley continued that the applicant would be required to provide an adequate water run 
off strategy in accordance with Northamptonshire County Council specifications. The details 
would be provided and approved as part of the planning conditions after the planning consent 
had been received. He did advise that Northamptonshire County Council would not permit the 
developer to connect surface water drainage systems to the main surface water drains. 
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18-41 Planning Matters 

a. Planning applications 

18/01293/FUL Erection of two detached dwellings at Land Adjacent Rectory View Church 
Road 

RESOLVED – That the concerns relating to the health of the tree adjoining the application 
site and the capacity of the drainage ditch were not pertinent to this application and should 
be considered at a later council meeting once the Council has had the opportunity to obtain 
further information. 

The Parish Council does not object to this application. 
 
However, it would request that a condition is made that a rainwater harvesting system, 
appropriate to the size of the dwellings, be installed. The Council is concerned that the 
soakaways that will be provided to accommodate surface water will not be able to adequately 
manage the water flow due to the soil type and ground contours, with run off from the fields 
behind and it will result more water entering drainage system. The existing drainage system in 
the village does not have capacity to accommodate more surface water run-off. 
 

18/01642/FUL  Construction of new single storey 24-place nursery unit adjacent existing 
children's day nursery, with six new car parking spaces and change of use of two associated 
parcels of land  Mill View Farm [Note this is on the Bedford Borough Council planning site] 

RESOLVED – That given the complex nature of site being on the county boundary, with the 
site being in Bedfordshire but the responsibility for the road and access being 
Northamptonshire County Council, the Parish Council is of the opinion that it is imperative that 
NCC Highways be consulted on this application to ensure that road safety and access be 
appropriately considered and conditions imposed as necessary. 

That the Clerk should make a representation to Bedfordshire Borough Council accordingly 
and to raise the matter with NCC Highways in conjunction with East Northamptonshire 
Council. 

b. Appeal against refusal to grant a change of use at the Old Nags Head  

It was noted that the Inspector had dismissed the appeal. 

 
18-42 Report re Liaison meeting regarding Plastic to Fuel Facility, Upper Higham 

Lane 

Further to Minute 18-31 c Councillor Jones attended the meeting in July. The site would turn 
plastic to raw state petroleum, resulting in 98% of the waste being converted to useable 
product. The plant design is based on one in Australia but on a larger scale. Concerns 
expressed by other attendees focussed on road safety. 

The developer has no plans to instigate changes to the road system. Only NCC Highways 
could do that. 

It is anticipated that the site would be operational for 20 years, operating 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week. It would have 30-40 staff. The company is investing £60-80 million and will not 
be receiving any government subsidies for this plant. 

The Environment Agency has significant influence over whether this proposal proceeds. 
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18-43 Environment Agency consultation re Waste Plastic to Fuel Permit  

Further to 18-42 above it was noted that the Environment Agency had announced a two week 
consultation period on the permit application. It was decided that given the very technical 
nature of the consultation and the specialist knowledge required, it would not be appropriate 
for the Parish Council to make a representation.  

 

18-44 Report re JAG meeting 

Cllr Gunthorpe provided a verbal report from the recent meeting detailing the prevalent issues. 
It was suggested that an article is placed in the Hargrave Herald advising how crimes can be 
reported, including anonymously through Crimestoppers, together details of the 
Neighbourhood Alert scheme. 

 

18-45 Report re meeting with the area highways manager 

In the absence of Councillor Thrift the Clerk reported on the site meeting held 31st July and 
the resultant works carried out on 3rd August. It was noted that at the meeting it had been 
requested that a ‘scheme’ be logged for works to the Nags Head Lane/Church Road junction 
and for improvements to the surface water drainage provision on Church Street. It was 
recognised that at this time the funding would not be available at Northamptonshire County 
Council but it was appropriate to get the required works into the system.   

Cllr Thrift and the Clerk were thanked for arranging and attending this meeting. 

 
18-46 Public open space 

There was a discussion on potential options and how funding could be achieved, including 
future availability of funding from the Wind Farm Trust. 

 

18-47 Grit bin on Church Road  

Further to Minute 18-32 (July 2018) it was noted that Northamptonshire County Council had 
refused to reverse its decision to remove the grit bin. The terms of adoption had been 
circulated to councillors. 

RESOLVED – that the Parish Council would adopted the grit bin to prevent its removal and 
assume responsibility for maintaining it. 

 

18-48 Cheques for payment  

RESOLVED That the following payments be authorised: 

100840 Northants County Council – new post for vehicle activated 
sign (Local Govt & Ratings Act 1997 s 31) 

£570.01 

100841 J Gunthorpe – travel to meetings & training LGA 1972 s111 £28.35 

100842 J Brotherton – flowers for village planter Highways Act 1980 
s96 (1) (10) 

 

100843 Land Registry – title search fee LGA 1972 s111 £4.00 

100844 J Hodgson – salary & expenses LGA 1972 s 111,112 £212.68 
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18-49 Next scheduled meeting  

This will be on 3rd September. It was requested that works to hedges was included on the 
agenda. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 9.35 pm. 

 

 

Chairman 


