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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Hargrave Parish Council 
Held on Monday 7th January 2019 in Hargrave Village Hall 

 
Members present: 

J Gunthorpe in the Chair 
 

Councillors 
 

J Brotherton    D Farrington   N How     H Jones    D Thrift 
 

The meeting started at 7.30pm 
 

18-74 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Clarke. Apologies were received from ENC Councillor 
Howell. 
 
18-75 Minutes  

It was noted that the Minutes for 5th November 2018 required the addition of the word ‘not’ but 
this did not materially affect the content of the Minutes. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Minutes for the meeting held 5th November 2018 be approved and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
18-76 Declaration of interests  

None. 

18-77 Public Speaking Time 

A resident of Church Road referred to his previous attendance at a Parish Council meeting to 
discuss the issue of the Hoggin path and the adjacent ditch. The resident was of the opinion 
that the ditch was the responsibility of the Parish Council as the Council had been gifted a 
section of the path from Anglian Water. 

It was noted that since the resident first raised the issue with the Council attempts had been 
made to establish ownership, and therefore responsibility, of land in the vicinity and this had 
only been partially successful, in that the ownership of the section closest to Church Road had 
yet to be determined. 

It was agreed that councillors would meet on site with the resident before the next Parish 
Council meeting to gain a better understanding of the problems the resident were reporting. 

It was agreed that further enquiries should be made to determine the boundary line as riparian 
responsibilities may apply in this situation. 

  

18-78 Report from NC Councillor and East Northants District Councillor 

None. 
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18-79 Financial Matters 

a. Cheques for payment 

RESOLVED That the following payments be authorised: 

100854 J Hodgson – November & December salary, travel costs, 
stamps LGA 1972 s111, 112 

£400.34 

100855 HMRC – quarterly payment £146.60 

100856 Aylesbury Mains Ltd – street lighting repairs Parish Council 
Act 1957 s3 

£57.24 

100857 N How – cutting of grass verge - Highways Act 1980 £100.00 

100858 Aylesbury Mains Ltd – street lighting repairs Parish Council 
Act 1957 s3 

£87.72 

 
b. Financial report from the Clerk 

As at 14th December (the latest bank statement) the Council had cash holdings of 
£13,312.46. The sum of £638.23 by way of refunded VAT was received from HMRC on 
9th November. 
 
Processes for HMRC are up to date and the third quarter’s payment for tax and national 
insurance has been prepared for payment.  
 
The Council has received confirmation that the local government elections have been 
postponed to 2020 and therefore the Council will not, in the normal course of events, incur 
expenditure for elections in 2019-2020. 
 
E-on have increased their deemed rates for the supply of electricity to street lights. The 
Clerk reported that she had instructed Utility Aid to undertake a review to see if they could 
provide a cheaper supply and they reported that they could not find a cheaper source. 
 

c. NCALC as Data Protection Officer – it was noted that whilst UK legislation did not require 
Parish Council’s to have a specialist Data Protection Officer, it was prudent for the Parish 
Council to make appropriate arrangements and it was therefore RESOLVED that that the 
NCALC DPO Service be retained at a cost of £10.00 per year from 1st April 2019. 

 
d. Risk Assessment reports – RESOLVED: that the Financial & Governance Risk 

Assessment, grit bin risk assessment and speed sign risk assessment be approved for 
adopted 

 
e. National salary award - The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) 

has agreed new pay scales for clerks for 2019-2020. These would be effective from 1st 
April 2019. It was also noted that the ‘spinal column points’ (SPC) that make up the pay 
scales had been redefined following the introduction of the national living wages. As a 
result, the Clerks pay point would be redefined at SPC 14 instead of SPC 23. RESOLVED: 
that with effect from 1st April the revised pay scale should be implemented representing a 
40p per hour pay increase. 

 

18-80 Planning Matters 

a. Planning applications 
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18/02362/FUL  Conversion and extension of existing detached double garage and 
workshop to 4- bedroom single-storey dwelling including access, parking and amenity 
space. at Idle Acre Nags Head Lane 

18/02361/FUL Proposed single storey extension with alterations to the existing drive 
access. at Idle Acre Nags Head Lane 

RESOLVED: That one response be sent to cover both applications 

The Parish Council is aware that over the past 15 years there has been significant housing 
development along Nags Head Lane. Nags Head Lane is a narrow road that is ill equipped to 
deal with increasing traffic volumes that inevitably accompany an increased number of 
dwellings. The road is difficult to negotiate given the combination of moving vehicles, parked 
vehicles, pedestrians and horse riders.  

Therefore, the Parish Council is of the opinion that it would be appropriate that as part of this 
application that a formal analysis of the road, traffic movements and traffic volume be 
undertaken in the interests of public safety and the amenity of existing residents. 

The Parish Council requests that as part of this application boundary between the residential 
area and the adjoining farm land/open countryside is clearly defined with a permanent fence 
or similar structure to prevent ‘creep’ onto the agricultural land. Historically there was a 
boundary fence and this should be reinstated. 

The Parish Council does not object to this application subject to the materials to be used 
being sympathetic to existing street scene and there not being any objections from 
neighbouring properties. 
 
The Council would request that sufficient drainage is provided as part of the proposal to prevent 
surface water run-off onto the road. Nags Head Lane particularly suffers with ice in the winter 
and Council would seek to minimise the potential for ice in the interest of public safety. 
 
The junction of Nags Head Lane with Church Road and Church Street is in very poor condition. 
Northamptonshire Highways is aware of the situation but does not have the finance to 
undertake remedial works and has listed it for future attention. The Parish Council would 
request that consideration is given to requiring developers to make a financial contribution to 
highway improvements within Hargrave. 
 

18/02396/FUL  Proposed detached garage at 7 Nags Head Lane 

RESOLVED: The Parish Council does not object to this application subject to the materials 
to be used being sympathetic to existing street scene and there not being any objections from 
neighbouring properties. 
 
The Council would request that sufficient drainage is provided as part of the proposal to prevent 
surface water run-off onto the road. Nags Head Lane particularly suffers with ice in the winter 
and Council would seek to minimise the potential for ice in the interest of public safety. 
 
b. Ratification of decisions 

18/02043/FUL Construction of a hydrogen fuelling building with on-site hydrogen generation, 
storage, ancillary maintenance and storage units, security fencing, and hardstanding at 
Chelveston Renewable Energy Park – no comment made by the Parish Council  
 
18/02258/FUL Demolition of existing garage building& erection of a new dwelling at 4 
Moor Cottages 
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RESOLVED: That the planning response determined outside of the meeting be approved: 
 
The Parish Council does not object to this application subject to the materials to be used being 
sympathetic to existing street scene and there not being any objections from neighbouring 
properties. 
 
The Council would request that sufficient drainage is provided as part of the proposal to 
prevent surface water run-off onto the road. Nags Head Lane particularly suffers with ice in 
the winter and Council would seek to minimise the potential for ice in the interest of public 
safety. 
 
18/02183/FUL Relocation & alteration to an existing agricultural barn at Hargrave Lodge 
Farm 
 
RESOLVED: That the planning response determined outside of the meeting be approved: 
 
The Parish Council does note that this is the third application made in 2018 for redevelopment 
of this property. The Council is conscious that this development is in open countryside and 
unnecessary development should be avoided. 
 
However, notwithstanding the above, on the understanding that the proposal is to relocate the 
existing barn labelled b4 with a slight reduction in height and that the replacement structure 
will be used solely for storage of agricultural materials and equipment, the Parish Council does 
not object to the proposal. 
 
The Council would request that consideration is given to placing a condition specifying future 
permissible uses for this structure. 
 
c. Planning decisions made by East Northamptonshire Council  

It was noted that planning consent had been refused in the case of 18/01831/FUL Box Tree 
House. 
 
18-81 Date for a public meeting re Neighbourhood Plan  

Further to Minutes 18-65c and 18-72 the options for a meeting with residents to discuss the 
potential for a Neighbourhood Plan were considered. It was agreed that the best option would 
be for a Monday evening and to combine it with the business of the Annual Parish Meeting. 
The 125th anniversary of the Parish Council could be marked at the same time. 

It was agreed that the meeting should be held on 20th May 2019. 

All local groups should be invited directly to attend. Organisational details for the meeting will 
be finalised closer to the date. 

 
18-82 Annual Parish Meeting  

In accordance with Minute 18-81 above, the Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 20th May 
2019. 

 
 
 
 



Jan 2019 30 
 

18-83 Village Infrastructure  

a. Roads – The volume of traffic data from the Vehicle Activated Sign was discussed, 
particularly noting that the traffic volumes were significantly higher that the 2016 road 
survey. It was noted that the kerbs were being damaged by large vehicles running over 
them. 
 
It was suggested that the statistics be shared with East Northamptonshire Council planning 
policy department and the Parish Council should lobby them consider the impact of traffic 
flows from new developments on small villages with roads ill equipped to deal with large 
traffic volume. The Council is of the opinion that traffic should be directed away from 
unsuitable roads. 
 

b. Rights of way – There was no news to report. 

c. Works to hedge at the junction of Church Road & B645– to be carried forward 

d. Annual tidy up – it was agreed that a date towards the end of March should be set. 

 

18-84 Community and road safety issues 

It was noted that on the evening of 3rd January 2019 there was a serious road traffic accident 
on the B645 in the hidden dips. 
 
It was noted that further to Minute 18-67 (November 2018) EN Councillor Howell would forward 
any appropriate information from the JAG meetings. 
 
 
18-85 Village committee representative 

There was no report to give. However, it was noted that a copy of the latest committee Minutes 
had been forward to the Clerk. 

 
18-86 Ash trees on land adjacent to the village hall  

The ash trees on the land adjoining the village hall are causing a nuisance. The Village Hall 

Committee has requested that the Parish Council contact the developer to request that they 

are cut back. There is a precedent of the landowner cutting these trees back so that they do 

not interfere with the amenity of the village hall or interfere with the maintenance of the 

building.  

The Clerk is to be advised of the level of required reduction. 

RESOLVED: that a request be sent to the developer and copied to the estate agent so that 
the agent is able to advise the future owner of the responsibility. 

 

18-87 Wind Farm Trust  

It was suggested that the church wardens make enquiries with the Trust to see if a 
replacement church organ qualifies under the acceptable purposes for funding. 
 
18-88 Date of the next scheduled meeting  

The next scheduled meeting will be on 4th March 2019. 
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Councillor Thrift gave his apologies for the March meeting 

Meeting closed 9.07 p.m. 

 

 

 

Chairman 


