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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Hargrave Parish Council 
Held on Monday 2nd July 2018 in Hargrave Village Hall 

 
Members present: 

J Gunthorpe in the Chair 
 

Councillors 
 

J Brotherton M Clark D Farrington H Jones  N How 
 
The meeting started at 7.30pm 
 

18-24 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Thrift. RESOLVED: That the reason for absence be 
approved. Apologies were also received from ENC Cllr Howell. 

 
18-25 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the Minutes for the meeting held 14th May 2018 be approved and signed by 
the Chairman. 

18-26 Declaration of interest 

None. 

18-27 Public Speaking Time 

None. 

18-28 Report from Northants CC & East Northants District Councillor 

NCC Cllr Hughes – none.  

A written report from Cllr Howell was circulated via email prior to the meeting. 

18-29 Consultation on local government reorganisation in Northamptonshire  

The consultation document addressing the future governance of Northamptonshire following 
the NCC Best Value Inspection by central government and the subsequent recommendation 
to abolish NCC and the creation of two unitary councils was considered. The consultation 
questionnaire was discussed and the Council’s responses determined. 

 
18-30 Financial Matters 

 
a. Payments RESOLVED That the following payments be authorised: 

100837 Northants County Council – S50 licence for the variable 
speed sign (Local Govt & Ratings Act 1997 s 31) 

300.00 

100838 HMRC – quarterly tax & NI 145.40 

100839 J Hodgson – salary & expenses LGA 1972 s111, 112 416.41 

 

b. Financial report from the Clerk - The bank reconciliation for the statement received 14th 
June shows a combined bank balance of £12344.86. However, this does include £261.00 
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credited in error by HMRC as a VAT repayment. They have been notified of the error by 
telephone and the Clerk is waiting to hear how they want the monies refunded. 

      The first quarter payment to HMRC has been prepared. 

An email of thanks for the grant of £100.00 towards the Hargrave WI centenary celebration 
has been received. Further to Minute 18-17 i it had been confirmed that Hargrave WI no 
longer required funding towards the cookery books 
 

c. Remembrance Day Wreath – It was noted that the amount the Parish Council gave to the 
Poppy Appeal for the Remembrance Day Wreath had remained unchanged for at least 15 
years at £40.00. Approximately £25.00 of this sum covered the cost of the wreath with the 
balance being a donation. After due consideration it was RESOLVED that the Parish 
Council payment should increase to £60.00 from November 2018. 

 
18-31 Planning Matters 

 
a. Planning applications: 

18/01111/OUT New dwelling at 4 Moor Cottages Nags Head Lane 

RESOLVED - The Parish Council has considered the available planning documents and was 
disappointed at the lack of clarity provided therein. 
 
On the understanding that this application would be for a smaller dwelling than that permitted 
under 17/01682/OUT, the Parish Council does not object. Should the Council not have 
understood the situation correctly, the application should be resubmitted with together with 
sufficient information for the Council to make a fresh and informed decision. 

 

18/01154/FUL  Replacement Dwelling and Removal of Existing Barns (resubmission of      
permission ref. 18/00121/FUL) at Hargrave Lodge Farm Shelton Road Hargrave 

The Parish Council does not object to the application however it would request that a condition 
is made that the existing dwelling is demolished within 6 months of the substantial completion 
or first occupation of the new dwelling, whichever is the sooner. 
 
The Council would also request that permitted development rights are removed from this site. 
This is to ensure that further development in this open countryside setting is appropriately 
controlled and planning permission is obtained for any increase in the built area within the 
curtilage.  
 

b. Planning decisions made by East Northamptonshire Council: None 
 

c. NCC/18/00006/WASFUL Construction of a Plastic Recycling and Recovery Facility 
involving the conversion of waste plastic by pyrolysis into diesel, petrol and liquid 
petroleum gas at Upper Higham Lane, Rushden, Northamptonshire, NN10 0SU 

 

It was noted that the Parish Council had not been formally consulted by Northamptonshire 
County Council on this application. However, the Parish Council is within its rights to make 
a representation. It was noted that a local action group opposed to the application had 
provided information on similar schemes via email that had been forwarded to all 
councillors. 
 
RESOLVED – That Northamptonshire County Council should be informed that the Parish 
Council recognises that solutions need to found to deal with the disposal of plastics. 
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However, the Parish Council cannot support this proposal without more information 
becoming available. The Council requires more information regarding: 

• The procedures that will be in place in the event of all emergencies including a 
catastrophic emergency 

• How the plant will be regulated 

• An assessment of the effect of the Chelveston wind turbines on the emissions from 
the plant 

• The impact on human health 

       In the event that the proposal receives planning consent, the Council would request that 
a condition is imposed requiring ‘dark skies protocols’ to be implemented to minimise light 
pollution. 

It was noted that the Council had been invited to attend a meeting arranged by the 
Environment Agency regarding the proposed plant. Cllr Jones indicated that he would be 
able to attend. 

 
18-32 Village Infrastructure  

 
a. Highway repairs – further to Minute 18.20 letters from Mr T Pursglove MP were noted. It 

was agreed that the invitation to meet with a highways engineer should be accepted. It 
was noted that a reply had not been received from the NCC Cabinet member with 
responsibilities for Highways. 

 
b. Village hall committee – it was noted that everything was going well and the committee 

were considering submitting a grant application for a public address system for the hall. It 
was suggested that the practice of providing the Parish Council with a copy of the Village 
Hall annual accounts could be resurrected for incorporation in the Minutes. Cllr Jones 
offered to co-ordinate this. 

 

c. Local rights of way – it was noted that matter of the broken bridge was still outstanding. 
Minute 18.20 refers. 

 

d. Salt/grit bin – Correspondence had been received indicating Northamptonshire County 
Council’ intention of removing the salt bin at the junction of Church Road and the B645. 
RESOLVED – that the Parish Council should object to the removal of the bin as that area 
needed to be salted to permit vehicles to exit Hargrave and it is on an incline. If 
Northamptonshire County Council cannot be persuaded to maintain the salt bin, the Parish 
Council will examine the feasibility of taking on the responsibility at a future meeting. 

 

 
18-33 Community and road safety 

 
a. Speed Indication Device – it was noted that the grant application to the Community Benefit 

Fund had been successful. It was agreed that the order for the device could be placed and 
that cheque for payment could be drawn outside of a meeting should that be required. 

It was also noted that other parishes had expressed an interest in purchasing a similar 
device. It was suggested that Swarco be requested to look favourably on any orders 
received as a result of the Parish Council’s purchase as this would mean that less grant 
funding would be required from the Community Benefit Fund, freeing up funds for other 
projects. 

 



2nd July 18 10 
 

18-34 Wind Farm Trust 
 

a. Trustees Annual Report – the report had been circulated to all councillors prior to the 
meeting. 

 
b. Changes to the Trust’s governing document requested by the Charity Commission – Cllr 

Farrington explained the changes required and reasoning behind them. After due 
consideration it was RESOLVED that the changes stipulated by the Charity Commission 
to section 29 be approved. 

 
The Chairman permitted the next item to be added to the agenda: 

 
18-35 Tree overhanging the rear garden of Elm Close  

It was noted that an email had been received after the agenda had been published requesting 
that the branches of two sycamores and an ash tree be cut back. Councillors that had had the 
opportunity to inspect the trees stated that as the trees appeared healthy and did not appear 
to be dangerous, it was not appropriate to take any action. The trees had been attended to in 
the past two years and the tree surgeon had not reported any problems. RESOLVED that the 
resident be advised accordingly. 

 
18-36 Next scheduled meeting   

This will be on 3rd September 2018. It was requested that work on the hedge at the B645-
Church Road junction be included on that agenda. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.08 

 

 

 

Chairman 


