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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Hargrave Parish Council 
Held on Monday 4th March 2019 in Hargrave Village Hall 

 
Members present: 

J Gunthorpe in the Chair 
 

Councillors 
 

J Brotherton    D Farrington   N How     H Jones     
 

The meeting started at 7.30pm 
 

18-89 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Thrift and Cllr Clarke. Apologies were received from NCC 
Cllr Hughes and ENC Cllr Howell. 

18-90 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the Minutes for the meeting held 7th January 2019 be approved and signed 
by the Chairman. 
 
18-91 Declaration of interests  

None. 

18-92 Public Speaking Time 

None. 

18-93 Report from NC Councillor and East Northants District Councillor 

EN Councillor Howell had submitted a written report that was circulated to all councillors. 

18-94 Financial Matters 
 

a. Cheques for payment 

RESOLVED That the following payments be authorised 

100859 Hargrave Parish Church – annual rent due under the lease to 
for the village hall Local Government (Misc. provisions) Act 1976 s19 

£50.00 

100860 HMRC quarterly payment £146.60 

100861 J Hodgson - January & February salary, travel costs & admin 
costs LGA 1972 s 111, s112 

£409.27 

 

b. Financial report from the Clerk 

As at 14th February (the latest bank statement) the Council had cash holdings of £12439.88. 

Processes for HMRC are up to date and the final quarter’s payment for tax and national 
insurance has been prepared for payment and the ‘final submission’ for the tax year has been 
sent to HMRC.  

The quarterly electricity supply to e-on had been paid by direct debit on 12th January at £76.84 
net. 
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c. Ring fenced funds for a specified purpose – consideration was given to the current level 
of reserves and the guidance given by the external auditors on reserve levels. It was noted 
that the Council has had a long-standing aspiration for a public green space. It was 
RESOLVED that it was appropriate for the Council to establish a fund to assist with the 
future acquisition of a public open space and other purposes of public benefit for the 
residents of Hargrave. This is to be achieved by transferring £5000.00 from the current 
account to the existing deposit account as an initial contribution and that on an annual 
basis in March the Council will consider whether additional funds can be added to the 
deposit account for this purpose. 

 
d. Effectiveness of internal control for the year ending 31st March 2019 – The Clerk provided 

a briefing detailing the requirements of Internal Control and following considerations of 
those requirements it was RESOLVED that the Council was satisfied its systems had been 
effective got the financial year ending 31st March 2019. 

 

e. Internal Auditor for the year ending 31st March 2019 - RESOLVED that Greenbiro should 
be appointed as Internal Auditor for a further year. 

 

f. Purchase of ‘litter pickers’ - RESOLVED the Council is accordance  with its powers under 
section 137 and 139 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following 
expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its 

inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure, namely 
that a budget of £100.00 be set for the purchase of litter pickers for use on village tidy 
days.  
 

g. The Non-ecclesiastic Herdsman Charity – the Clerk provided a report on the history of the 
charity and outlined the responsibilities of the Managing Trustees and the Parish Council. 
It was agreed to implement the practice of reviewing the appointment of Management 
Trustees at the Council’s Annual Meeting to ensure the requirements of the Charity and 
the Charities Act 2011 were observed, namely that each Trustee serves a four-year term 
(with the opportunity to be reappointed) and that the Trustees have a staggered 
appointment, by two years, ensuring that one experienced Trustee will always be in post. 

 

18-95 Planning Matters 
 

a. Planning applications - None 
 

b. Ratification of decisions  

19/00203/TCA A1 Reduce tree by 30 % at The Village Hall Church Road 

RESOLVED: That the planning response determined outside of the meeting be approved: 
 
The Parish Council does not object to this application. 
 
18/02343/FUL Ground floor toilet in existing porch and a new porch added onto the new 
toilet as the same size and style now. at 1 Greenbank Cottages Brook Street 
 
RESOLVED: That the planning response determined outside of the meeting be approved: 
 
The Parish Council does not object to this application subject to the materials to be used 
being sympathetic to existing street scene and there not being any objections from 
neighbouring properties. 
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c. Planning decisions made by East Northamptonshire Council  

It was noted that planning consent had been issued in the case of 18/02258/FUL at 4 Moor 
Cottages and 18/02343/FUL at 1 Greenbank Cottages.  

 
18-96 Council website and new EU regulations on accessibility 

The Clerk advised that a new EU directive had come into force requiring websites for local 
authorities to comply with certain accessibility requirements to make it easier for those with a 
disability to use the website. The website for the Parish Council Is largely compliant however 
the Clerk is waiting on a ‘model’ accessibility statement to be issued by central government 
that all councils will be required to adopt and adhere to. 

18-97 Local Government Ethical Standards Report (30/01/19) 

It was noted that the report had been released by the Committee on Standards in Public Life 
and that the report detailed a number of ‘best practices’ that it expected to be in place across 
the sector within 12 months. The Committee had examined how effective the Code of Conduct 
regime was and it was found to be lacking. It was noted that the Parish Council had previously 
elected to adopt the Code of Conduct used by East Northamptonshire Council. It is expected 
that a new Code of Conduct will be produced, in line with the requirements of this report, 
although it is not yet known which body will do this and when. 

 
18-98 Operation London Bridge (death of a senior public figure) 

It was noted that in the event of the death of a senior public figure, there are certain protocols 
that the Council will be expected to observe. It was noted that Rev Aldwinckle had already 
made arrangements to have a book of condolence placed in the Church. 

 
18-99 Village Infrastructure  

 
a. Hoggin Track and Ditch – further to the January meeting (18.77 refers) it was noted that 

the ownership/responsibility for track from the Council’s gate to Church Road had not been 
determined. It was also noted that the Chairman and Clerk had a chance meeting with the 
developer/owner of Rectory View (25/02/2019) and it was understood that he was 
undertaking works to determine the exact boundary between his land and the Council’s 
track and to provide an effective drainage system with the consent of Anglian Water. It 
was also noted that the developer may undertake some maintenance works to the tree 
line. 

The Clerk suggested that once the boundary had been determined and agreed that 
consideration is given to entering into a formal boundary agreement to be lodged with Land 
Registry to avoid future confusion.  

b. Rights of Way – It was suggested that a locally produced map of the official footpaths 
should be printed and provided to households to assist people who wanted to walk locally 
and to minimise the risk of trespass. It was also suggested that local ‘walks’ could be 
periodically included in the Hargrave Herald. 

It was agreed that costs for the map should be obtained. 

c. Spring clean – the spring clean will be on 24th March, between 10 and 12, with 
refreshments offered in the village hall at 12, subject to availability. 
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d. Hedge cutting – (Minute 18.83 refers) it was agreed that this work should be deferred until 
the end of the bird nesting season. 

 
18-100 Neighbourhood Plan/Annual Parish Meeting (20th May)  

The arrangements for the meeting were discussed. 

18-101 Community and road safety 

It was agreed that the road between Raunds to Hargrave and Brook Street require resurfacing 
and that a request should be submitted to Highways to put this work on a scheme. 

 
18-102 Report from village committee representative 

Nothing to report. 

 
18-103 Report from the Wind Farm Trust representative 

There was nothing to report as there had not been a recent meeting. There was a discussion 
about how a public open space could be achieved. The Clerk will look into the requirements 
for ‘local green space designation’. 

18-104 Grant application from the Church to the Wind Farm Trust  

The Church had written to the Parish Council requesting the Parish Council’s support for their 
grant application to the Wind Farm Trust for £10,000 towards a modern digital organ. This 
grant would represent one third of the cost. After considering the benefits of replacing the 
organ to the wider community of Hargrave it was RESOLVED that the Parish Council supports 
the application. 

 
18-105 Hargrave Parish Council tin chest 

It was agreed that the tin chest should be retained as an item of Hargrave history and 
arrangements could be made to display it in the village hall. It was noted that when the chest 
was reclaimed from a local residence, it did not contain any parish records. 

 
18-106 Date of the next scheduled meeting 

The next scheduled meeting will be on 13th May 2019. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.15 p.m. 

 

 

 

Chairman 


