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Minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting of Hargrave Parish Council 
Held on Monday 14th May 2018 in Hargrave Village Hall 

 
Members present: 
N How in the Chair 

 
Councillors 

 
J Brotherton D Farrington H Jones  D Thrift 

 
The meeting started at 7.40pm 
 

18-1 Election of chairman for the year 2018-19  

After proposal and seconding, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Gunthorpe be elected as 
Chairman for the coming year. The declaration of office will be signed at a later date. 

18-2 Election of vice chairman for the year 2018-19 

After proposal and seconding, it was RESOLVED that Councillor How be elected as the Vice 
Chair for the coming year. 

18-3 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr Gunthorpe and Cllr Clarke and it was RESOLVED that the 
reason for absence be approved. 

Cllr Gunthorpe had provided a report for the past year that had been read out during the 
Annual Parish Meeting that preceded this meeting. See Appendix A 

18-4 Minutes  

RESOLVED: that the Minutes for the meeting held 26th March 2018 be approved and signed 
by the Chairman. 

18-5 Standing Orders & Financial Regulations 

RESOLVED: That the new NALC model Standing Orders, as adapted for Hargrave Parish 
Council, be adopted with immediate effect and that the Financial Regulations as amended 
with updated references to legislation be adopted with immediate effect. 

18-6 Inventory of land and assets 

RESOLVED: That the inventory of land and assets presented represents an up to date 
schedule. 

18-7 Insurance cover in respect of all insured risks 

RESOLVED: that the insurance schedule as offered by BHIB Ltd offers appropriate cover for 
the Council and the premium of £216.58 be authorised for payment. 

18-8 Membership of outside bodies  
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RESOLVED: That membership of NCALC be renewed at an annual subscription of £197.69 
as membership offers the Council useful services.  

18-9 Complaints procedure 

RESOLVED: That the Council’s policy should be -readopted without amendment. 

18-10 Freedom of Information Act processes 

RESOLVED: That the Council’s policy should be -readopted without amendment. 

18-11 S137 (Local Government Act 1972) limits for the year ahead 

It was noted that the allowance for 2018-19 was £7.86 per elector (187) providing a maximum 
expenditure limit of £1469.00 for any expenditure without an appropriate power for 
authorisation. 

18-12 Meetings for the year ahead  

It was agreed that meeting would be held on 2nd July 2018, 3rd Sept 2018, 5th November 2018, 
7th Jan 2019, 4th March 2019, and 13th May 2019 

18-13 Members to specific areas of interest: 

a. Footpaths – Cllr Clarke 

b. Village maintenance including highways – Cllr Thrift 

c. Community & road safety – Cllr Gunthorpe 

d. Financial internal control – Cllr Brotherton 

e. Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr How 

f. Wind Farm Trust – Cllr Farrington 

 

18-14 Declaration of interests  

None. 

18-15 Public Speaking Time 

None. 

 
18-16 Report from Northants County Councillor and East Northants District Councillor 

Written reports from both Councillors were noted. 

18-17 Financial Matters 

a. Cheques RESOLVED That the following payments be authorised: 

100832 BHIB Ltd (Ins) LGA 1972 s111, s140 (1) as amended £216.58 

100833 NCALC (Annual subscription) LGA 1972 s143 £197.69 

100834 Greenbiro (Internal Audit) LGA 1972 s111 £150.00 
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100835 J Hodgson (salary, stationery, website renewal, travel) LGA 
1972 s112, s111 

£444.05 

 

Direct debits paid since the last meeting 

12.04.18 e-on – street lighting Parish Council Act 1957 s3 £69.45 

03.05.18 Information Commissioners Office – annual registration LGA 
1972 s111 

£35.00 

 

Receipts received: 

03.04.18 HM & NJ How - field rent to 31st March 2018 90.00 

04.04.18 HMRC VAT reclaim  335.11 

24.04.18 East Northants Council - precept 2900.00 

 

b. Financial report from the Clerk: The bank reconciliation for the statement received 14th 
April shows a combined bank balance of £10,326.91. The Council has been notified that 
the precept payment of £2900.00, representing half of the total amount has been issued 
by East Northamptonshire Council. The sum of £335.11 has been received from HMRC 
representing reclaimed VAT for expenditure incurred in the year 2017-18. The end of year 
processes for HMRC have been completed and the final payment for 2017-2018 has been 
made. 
 

c. Internal Audit Report RESOLVED that the report be received and accepted 

d. Accounts for 2017-2018 RESOLVED That the Accounts that form Appendix B be approved 
and adopted. 
 

e. Annual Governance Annual Return section 1 – the Council considered each statement of 
the Return and directed the completion of the form RESOLVED that the Chairman sign 
the Annual Governance Statement. 

 

f. Annual Governance Annual Return section 2 – RESOLVED that the Chairman sign the 
Accounting Statement as it accurately represented Council’s financial position. 

 

g. Exemption Certificate – RESOLVED that the Exemption Certificate be signed for 
submission to PKF Littlejohn as the Council met the qualifying criteria. 

 
h. Grant Hargrave WI towards their centenary celebrations – RESOLVED that a grant of 

£100.00 be made to Hargrave WI towards their centenary celebrations. This expenditure 
is authorised by Local Government Act 1972 s145. 

 

i. Request for a loan of £300.00 from Hargrave WI – A request had been received for monies 
to facilitate the printing of Hargrave WI recipe books as part of the centenary celebrations. 
There was debate as to whether the funding was still required or whether an alternative 
supporter had come forward. RESOLVED It was not be appropriate to make a loan to the 
Hargrave WI, however if it was confirmed that the funding is still required the Parish 
Council would make a grant of £300.00 to Hargrave WI to finance production of the recipe 
books. 

It was noted that the Council has the power to receive gifts should the Hargrave WI want 
to repay the grant upon sale of the books. 
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j. Quotations for grass cutting at the junction of Church Rd & B645 – two quotes were 
considered and represented either £20.00 and £30.00 per cut. After further discussion it 
was RESOLVED that neither quote be accepted and that Cllr How would undertake the 
grass cutting in a professional capacity and invoice the Council accordingly. 
 

k. National Salary Award RESOLVED That the Clerk’s salary should be increased in line 
with the National Joint Council for Local Council Services pay agreement back dated to 
1st April 2018. 

 

l. Flower trough on Church Street – further to Minute 17.91 as a volunteer has come forward 
to maintain a flower trough, it was RESOLVED That a new flower trough at a cost of £85.00 
be purchased together with the appropriate quantity of compost.  
 
This expenditure is authorised by Highways Act 1980 s96 (5) 

 
18-18 Planning Matters 

a. Planning applications - None 

b. Planning decisions made by East Northamptonshire Council  

It was noted that planning consent had been granted in the case of 18/00121/FUL 
Hargrave Lodge Farm 

 
18-18 Old Nags Head as an Asset of Community Value -  RESOLVED That it is 

appropriate for the Parish Council to apply to re-register the Old Nags Head as an Asset 
of Community Value as the Parish Council is the most appropriate legal body to undertake 
this action. 
 

18-19 General Data Protection Regulations Compliance 

a. Data Protection Officer RESOLVED That the Northants CALC DPO Service should be 
appointed as the council’s Data Protection Officer 
 

b. Data Map RESOLVED That the Data Map detailing the types of information the Council 
holds and how it is used is accepted. 

 

c. Data Protection Policies RESOLVED To adopt the Data Protection Policy, Subject Access 
Request Procedure, Data Breach Policy and Records Retention Policy as recommended 
by NCALC 
 

d. General Privacy Notice RESOLVED that the General Privacy Notice be adopted 

e. Security Compliance Checklists – Councillors were requested to complete data security 
compliance checklist 
 

f. Data Controller – it was noted that the Parish Council is already registered with the 
Information Commissioners office as a Data Controller 

 

18-20 Village Infrastructure 

a. Current issues - the footbridge on footpath NA14 should be reported to Rights of Way for 
remedial work. There was a lengthy discussion regarding the poor condition of the road 
network and the poor quality of road repairs. It was agreed letters should be sent the MP 
and NCC cabinet member responsible for Highways and the NCC leader. An article should 
be included in the Hargrave Herald to encourage residents to report pot holes. 
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18-21 Community and road safety 

a. Variable speed sign – it was noted that a funding application had been submitted to the 
Windfarm Trust 
 

18-22 Wind Farm Trust – No items to report. 

18-23 Next scheduled meeting – This will be 2nd July 2018 and it was requested that the 
amount of the donation to the Poppy Appeal for the remembrance Wreath be discussed. 

Meeting closed 9.15 p.m. 

 

 

 

Chairman 

Appendix A 

Chairman’s report: 

I am sorry that I am unable to be with you this evening. 

I would like to begin by thanking all Councillors for the work done and their voluntary time given over 

the past year. Yet again, our principle focus outside of continual planning and infrastructure obligations 

has been the safety of the roads in our Parish. The Water Tower bend on the B645 is now resurfaced 

and we await the early Autumn rains for results. After much research and debate, we decided to purchase 

a mobile Vehicle Automated Sign. As much as it is hoped that this reminder to all vehicles passing 

around and through the Parish will have a positive effect on excessive speed, the sign will also provide 

us with valuable data over the next few years. Evidence for any future concerns over traffic volume and 

speed will be required increasingly for any meaningful correspondence to take place at this time of 

diminishing resources and extraordinary events at County level. We will continue to fight our corner to 

the best of our ability. In this, Cllr Dennis Thrift deserves special mention. His pursuit of road and 

pavement repairs is tireless. Thank you to all in the Parish who have reported infrastructure defects to 

Street Doctor in the past year. A significant volume of reports helps this Council’s case each and every 

time. My thanks, also, to our Clerk, Jenny. Small councils have to abide by the same labyrinthine 

regulations as larger ones and this year has seen much to sift through. Our aim throughout has been to 

clarify HPC’s position and responsibilities both to this community and within it - no small task - and 

we are grateful to all village institutions who have helped and continue to help us in this. 

Finally, I would like to draw attention once more to a deep-seated wish that we all share around the 

Council table - that of finding a suitable plot of land in the village for use as a Village Green/Recreation 

Area, something to enjoy and take a great deal of pride in for generations to come. If ever a plot springs 

to please do not hesitate in contacting any of us for a chat about it. 

With all best wishes, 

Jonny Gunthorpe 

 

 



May 18 6 
 

Appendix B 

 

Hargrave Parish Council   

     

Annual Accounts for year ending 31st March 2018  

     

2016-2017   

2017-
2018 

  Receipts   

5527.00  Precept  5800.00 

  Other receipts   

180.00  Field rent 90.00  
1232.00  Grants 0.00  

0.21  Interest 0.10  
0.00  VAT reclaim 412.59  

     502.69 

6939.21  Total receipts  6302.69 

     

     

  Payments   

2556.87  Staff costs  2858.68 

  Other payments   

2700.00  Grants 0.00  
492.87  Public lighting 1722.60  
40.00  Section 137 40.00  

420.39  Office costs 66.88  
404.00  Audit & Insurance 373.39  

1651.13  Misc. 579.30  
78.00  Training 0.00  
0.00  Hall Hire 0.00  

410.06   VAT 335.11  
     3117.28 

8753.32  Total Payments  5975.96 

     

 

 

 


