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Perth and Kinross Local Area Commander’s Bulletin 
 
19th March 2015 
 
The most serious crime of the week was when a 27 year old woman was 
injured at an address in Inchture about 8:45 am on Saturday morning by a 
male she found in her garden. The male is described as 5’2” tall, stocky build 
wearing a shiny blue sports top and dark trousers. The victim was not 
seriously injured and a dedicated team of detectives are investigating this 
crime. If you were in the area and saw anyone fitting this description, please 
contact us. 
 
In relation to property crime, overnight last Wednesday property was stolen 
from an unlocked vehicle in Princes Street, Perth, with obvious risks from 
leaving valuables in an insecure vehicle at any time. While last Thursday night 
a convenience food shop in Rannoch Road, Perth by breaking the window 
and stealing money. In a similar vein, on Saturday night a shed was broken 
into in South Inch Terrace, Perth and a number of power tools stolen. A 
number of these have now been recovered and two males detained in relation 
to this crime. Also, on Saturday night a bakery was broken into in Coupar 
Angus and cash stolen. 
 
We have had a number of break-ins to sheds and sneak-in thefts around 
Perth over the last few weeks and as I write this a 33 year old man has been 
arrested and is in custody.  
 
Also as an update on the report of an indecent exposure on the South Inch in 
Perth in my last bulletin, a 23 year old man has now been detained in relation 
to this crime and enquiries are ongoing. 
 
An unusual crime occurred in Kingswell Terrace, Perth on Saturday night 
involving someone crawling under a Transit van to steal the starter motor. If 
you were in the area late at night and saw a vehicle or person acting 
suspiciously, please contact us. 
 
The temporary cricket store at Victoria Park, Aberfeldy has been broken into 
at some point between January and this week, with the theft of cricket 
equipment. 
 
In relation to Vandalism, a very spiteful crime occurred on Friday evening at a 
building site in Almondbank, whereby a male put dirt into the fuel tanks of a 
JCB and a dumper truck. This caused the machinery to fail when they were 
started again on Monday and mechanics had to be called in to clean the fuel 
systems. If you saw anyone in the area on Friday evening or have information 
about who may have been responsible, please call us. 
 
We had three tyres being slashed on a car in Inchaffray Street, Perth 
overnight on Sunday into Monday, while on the same night, two cars had 
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corrosive liquid and eggs thrown over them in Paradise Avenue, Bridge of 
Earn, causing significant damage to their paintwork, utterly mindless and 
stupid! 
 
On Friday, we had some hunt saboteurs disrupting a fox shooting party at an 
estate near to Dunkeld, by walking into the middle of the shooting party 
wearing balaclavas to hide their identity. Three individuals were later arrested 
and kept for court. 
 
We have had the report of the theft of 78 ewes from a farm near Comrie, 
some time between January and late February. This is a very specialist type 
of crime that can have a devastating effect on a farmer. It clearly requires 
specialist knowledge and a means of rounding up and transporting the 
livestock, never mind an outlet for the stolen animals. 
 
We had a number of similar crimes in 2013 and at that time I used officers 
who were ex farmers to investigate them with marked success. One of these 
officers is now investigating this crime.  
 
Continuing with rural crime, we have had an incident of unlawful shooting on a 
farm near Dunning, whereby two men were seen shooting into a wood before 
leaving in a vehicle registered in the Central Belt area. Enquiries are ongoing 
with the registered keeper of the vehicle at this time. Another crime in 
Dunning was the theft of a Honda hydraulic pump from a construction site 
between 14.00 hours on Sunday and 07.45 hours on Monday.  
 
There was a further rural theft, this time from a van parked in Birnam, 
whereby a number of items including a drill, cutting tool and nail gun were 
stolen between the 1st and 17th of March, anybody that saw suspicious people 
or vehicles in these areas, around these times are asked to call the police on 
the 101 number. 
 
On a different note, I have written about this subject before, but the 
vulnerability of our children in relation to internet crime cannot be overstated. 
Last weekend we received a report of a group of young teenage girls using an 
app known as ooVoo. This is a video chat app, I understand similar to 
Snapchat, which allows groups to video/chat with each other. In the middle of 
the girls’ chat, a paedophile from another country, believed to be outside 
Europe, entered the video/chat and started carrying out sexual acts in front of 
them; while in the background, other young children could be seen.  
 
The issues and risks in this incident are obvious and horrifying to all of us. My 
message is that all parents need to talk about this kind of vulnerability with 
their children regularly. They need to be really intrusive about the social media 
their children are using, looking for new apps and establish effective parental 
controls on any devices to try and block inappropriate material. 
 
I know this is not as easy as it sounds, having children myself. When I raise 
the issue of internet risks, they dismiss my concerns as if it couldn’t affect 
them; after all they are so grown up! However, the children in this incident 
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would never have believed this could have happened to them until it did. I am 
led to believe that ooVoo is particularly vulnerable to being used by 
paedophiles, as they can intrude into ongoing chats without permission. There 
is a lot of advice for parents on the internet as well as materials available 
through schools to support parents on what to look for.  
 
Staying with internet based crimes, we have had three internet Frauds 
reported this week, in Dunning, Pitlochry and Auchterarder. The victims 
were looking to buy items on second hand goods websites, such as Gumtree. 
In each case they sent money for advertised items, but never received the 
goods. These crimes are being investigated with the support of the websites, 
however anyone buying items in this way should be aware of the risks. 
 
In relation to drugs offences, a man was arrested last weekend attempting to 
deal drugs in one of the night clubs in Perth and a subsequent search of his 
home address revealed over £2,000 worth of controlled drugs. Similarly, a flat 
was searched under warrant on Monday and four persons arrested for being 
concerned in the supply of controlled drugs, with over £3,000 worth of drugs 
recovered. To understand the role of organised crime gangs in the supply of 
drugs, it is worth remembering that Heroin and Cocaine are not produced in 
the UK; every local drug dealer is the end of an international crime chain, 
stretching all the way to Afghanistan and other countries. 
 
Finally, on Tuesday we had a report from an elderly victim of a very pushy 
sales person selling mattresses in Comrie. The victim opened the door to a 
woman described as speaking with a European accent, possibly German, 
walked into the victim’s house and virtually demanded a £500 deposit for a 
mattress, much to the alarm of the victim.  
 
Thankfully the victim didn’t give any money and enquiries are ongoing to try 
and identify if this was a genuine sales person, as she did produce a sample 
mattress, or a ruse to steal money. If such a person turns up at your door and 
you are not sure, my advice is don’t open the door and if concerned please 
call the police. 
 
If you have any information about the issues in this bulletin or wish to discuss 
them with your local Community Policing Team, please email us on the 
addresses listed below. For your information I have identified the names of 
the community sergeants covering your area. 
 
Mike Whitford 
 
Perth City Centre  
Sgt Gillian Farnington  
 
Perth City North  
Sgts David Rice and Shona Beattie 
 
Perth City South   
Sgt Robert Southern  
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Almond and Earn and Carse of Gowrie    
Sgt Stuart Watson 
 
Perthshire South and Kinross-shire 
Auchterarder - Sgt Scott Ferguson  
 
Crieff - Sgt Peter Lorrain-Smith 
 
Kinross – Sgt Geoffrey Goodison 
 
Perthshire North 
Aberfeldy/Dunkeld/Pitlochry - Sgt Caroline MacNaughton 
 
Blairgowrie&Glens/Coupar Angus/Alyth - Sgt Andy Ness 
 
Community Co-ordinators 
There are 3 community coordinators covering Perth and Kinross. They are: 
 
Sergeants Jon Anton, Karen Harrison and Amanda Nicolson, they work 
across Perth and Kinross to support community Sergeants in your area. 
 
If you wish to make contact with any of these officers please use the following 
e-mail addresses: 
 
TaysideCarseofGowrieCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysidePerthCityCentreCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysidePerthCityNorthCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysidePerthCitySouthCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
 
TaysideStrathmoreCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideBlairgowrieGlensCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideHighlandCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideStrathtayCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
 
TaysideKinross-shireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideStrathallanCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideAlmondEarnCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

TaysideStrathearnCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
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