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Perth and Kinross Local Area Commander’s Bulletin 
 
26th February 2015 
 
The following is a quote from last week’s bulletin – ‘I know I am being 
premature and the weather no doubt will put me back in my place, but with the 
evenings getting longer and the snowdrops bursting out of verges to me 
Spring is coming, my favourite season!’ – Well on Monday I was crawling 
about in the snow at 6am trying to fit snow chains on my car just to get to 
work. I deserved that!  
 
CRIME 
 
Following on from the high value car being stolen from Auchterarder last 
week, we have had an almost identical crime in Perth, where a house was 
broken into and the keys to a high value car stolen. On the same night a car 
sales business in Auchterarder was broken into and a number of car keys 
stolen. These crimes are being committed by criminals who are carrying out 
the same types of crime across the Central Belt. They are being actively 
investigated by our detectives and we are working with officers from across 
Scotland to catch them. 
 
The male who I reported carrying out distraction thefts at two shops in Perth 
last week, went on to strike again in Pitlochry the following day. He carried 
out two further thefts at shops using the same technique. We also had reports 
of similar crimes occurring in Aviemore on the same day, illustrating the 
challenge of catching such people. One common thread with these crimes 
has been staff in shops leaving their personal belongings, including purses, 
handbags and mobile phones within easy reach of customers. I should state 
that it is always easy in retrospect to identify such issues. In reality Perth and 
Kinross is a very low crime part of Scotland, but it is worth keeping your 
valuables out of sight and reach.  
 
Bogus workmen struck again this week in Blairgowrie, targeting two elderly 
victims using the same tactic of pretending that the victim’s roof was in urgent 
need of repair and then demanding significant amounts of money. Thankfully 
on this occasion, they didn’t get any money. At one house the elderly victim 
brilliantly slammed the door on them, while at the other house they were 
disturbed by a neighbour. We have very strong lines of enquiry and I am 
hopeful of catching these criminals. 
 
In regards to other break-ins, two males were disturbed before they managed 
to break into storage units at Longforgan, while a computer shop in High 
Street, Crieff was broken into on Sunday morning, with a number of laptops 
and mobile phones stolen. The male responsible is average height with a 
stocky build and is recorded breaking into the shop at 5:20 am. I would ask 
anyone who may have been in the area at the time and saw this male, or 
have any other information about this crime, to contact us.  
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Over a period of two weeks, someone entered Comrie parish church and 
stole a petrol driven vibrating plate used by workers carrying out work on the 
church.  
 
We have had a another rash of vandalisms targeting parked cars in Perth 
centre on Saturday night; two cars were damaged in Tay Street and George 
Inn Lane, while other cars were damaged in York Place and St Magdalene’s 
Road. The damage consists of broken windscreens, wing mirrors kicked off 
and wipers pulled off, while TESCO in South Street sustained a broken 
window on the same night. These are particularly mindless and stupid crimes 
that can cost owners considerable amounts of money and inconvenience to 
repair. 
 
Another often seasonal crime is the theft of motorcycles and bicycles, with 
people turning to such modes of transport in the warmer weather and 
invariably leaving them visible. Yesterday, there was the report of a stolen 
motor scooter from Balgowan Rd, Perth, having been stolen on Tuesday 
night. The scooter was recovered at Huntingtower Road the following day and 
would appear to have been stolen by someone who did not fancy the walk! If 
you saw this scooter being driven late that night near either street, please 
contact us. 
 
Finally, as part of our work targeting drug dealers, three persons were 
arrested and charged this week with being concerned in the supply of control 
drugs from a car in Hospital Street, Perth, with over £1,000 worth of Heroin 
recovered. 
 
ROADS 
 
Apart from the challenges of me and snow chains on Monday, we have had a 
relatively quiet week on the roads, although the A93 was closed for a couple 
of days, due to the high winds and drifting. We did have a multiple car crash 
on the A90 near to Longforgan, but thankfully no one was seriously hurt. One 
driver has been charged with drink driving, underlying the dangers people 
who drink cause to us all on the roads.  
 
If you have any information about any of the issues discussed in this bulletin 
or wish to discuss them with your local Community Policing Team, please 
email us on the addresses listed below. For your information I have identified 
the names of the community sergeants covering your area. 
 
Mike Whitford 
 
Perth City Centre  
Sgt Gillian Farnington  
 
Perth City North  
Sgts David Rice and Shona Beattie 
 
Perth City South   
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Sgt Liz McLellan  
 
Almond and Earn and Carse of Gowrie    
Sgt Stuart Watson 
 
Perthshire South and Kinross-shire 
Auchterarder - Sgt Scott Ferguson  
 
Crieff - Sgt Peter Lorrain-Smith 
 
Kinross – Sgt Geoffrey Goodison 
 
Perthshire North 
Aberfeldy/Dunkled/Pitlochry - Sgt Caroline MacNaughton 
 
Blairgowrie&Glens/Coupar Angus/Aylth - Sgt Andy Ness 
 
Community Co-ordinators 
There are 3 Community Sergeant Co-ordinators covering the Perth and 
Kinross. They are: 
 
Sgts Jon Anton, Karen Harrison and Amanda Nicolson are Community 
Coordinators working right across Perth and Kinross to support the 
community Sergeants. 
 
If you wish to make contact with any of these officers please use the following 
e-mail addresses.: 
 
TaysideCarseofGowrieCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysidePerthCityCentreCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysidePerthCityNorth@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysidePerthCitySouthCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
 
TaysideStrathmoreCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideBlairgowrieGlensCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideHighlandCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideStrathtayCPT@Scotland.pnn.police.uk 
 
TaysideKinross-shireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideStrathallanCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
TaysideAlmondEarnCPY@scotland.pnn.police.uk 

TaysideStrathearnCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk 
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