
 

17 April 2021 

 

Dear Kate Forbes MSP, 

(Cc. a list of other MSPs and ministers) 

Having now been able to assess the new SNP manifesto, I would like to comment on the Scottish 

National Party’s policies regarding Salmon Farming. 

Please refer to attached document. 

In 2015, four aggressive applications to site fish farms in Lochs Slapin and Eishort, Skye were summarily 

refused. That was made possible in no small part thanks to extraordinarily competent public consultation 

responses submitted by a well-informed coastal community. Since then, a nationwide campaign has been 

snowballing, with significant numbers of similar coastal community groups working together as the 

Salmon Aquaculture Reform Network, Scotland (SARNS) and the Coastal Communities Network, 

Scotland (CCN), the latter a Scotland-wide coalition – St Abbs to Fair Isle and all in between – managed 

by Fauna & Flora International. 

For a single issue, these two coalitions represent a considerable partnership of concerned, well-informed 

residents of coastal communities and NGOs who present a strong case for salmon aquaculture reform. 

That should have been apparent in the exemplary performances of our representative witness in the 2018 

Parliamentary Inquiry, John Aitchison of Friends of the Sound of Jura, and Dr Sam Collin of Scottish 

Environment LINK. 

Naturally, we are disappointed to have observed no significant changes during the past almost three 

years (hence the word ‘urgent’ in the attached document) since Graeme Dey MSP published his 

memorable aphorism summarising the ECCLR’s conclusions in the Inquiry: “The status quo is not an 

option”. 

We were gratified to hear the Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy Fergus Ewing MSP quoting it during 

the debate that followed the Inquiry, probably the most telling among a quite remarkable twelve 

iterations: “We need to do more to get the balance right in order to protect the environment, and we 

acknowledge that the status quo is not an option.” 

That was precisely what we had been waiting to hear, but now it seems it was a hollow promise. Clearly, 

the status quo has been retained as the Scottish Government’s option. This 2021 manifesto emphasises 

that regrettable conclusion and consolidates our disappointment. 

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

James. 

Dr James Merryweather. 

  



SNP Manifesto 2021 
Published 14 April 2021 

[N.B. Poor grammar increases the obfuscation inherent in these paragraphs.] 

Although superficially encouraging, when analysed these 

manifesto promises turn out to be almost meaningless: 

Fish farming (of salmon, presumably) is something that 

Scotland is well placed globally to do well in, but it must 

grow sustainably, in harmony with the marine environment 

that supports it. As currently conducted, as for the past half 

century, cultivating salmon in nets, fish farming is utterly 

incapable of maintaining harmony with the marine 

environment. If growth of the industry is permitted and/or 

encouraged and current methods continue to be used, 

sustainability and harmony with the marine environment 

will never be achieved. We will reform and streamline 

regulatory processes so that development is more 

responsive, transparent and efficient. What does that mean? 

At the heart of our new approach will be a new, single determining authority for farm consents, modelled 

on the regulatory regime in Norway. Should we understand that such a single authority will be 

advantageous and to whom: the industry, the people of Scotland, the marine environment? This will 

bring greater clarity, transparency and speed to the process. Again, what does that actually mean? Easier 

and faster for applicants to get consents? 

We will expect producers to contribute much more to the communities and local economies which 

support them – Does ‘support’ in this context refer to approval? Do local, that is coastal, communities 

really support salmon producers? They do seem to if cynically provided with a minibus, shinty strip with 

logo, presence at Highland Games, etc. – so we will also explore how a Norwegian-style auction system 

for new farm developments might generate significant income to support inspection and welfare 

services, – This presumably means inspection of fish farms and welfare of the salmon (it’s not clear)? – 

provide real community benefit on islands and in remote rural areas and support innovation and 

enterprise. So, how will inspection of fish farms and attention to the welfare of farmed salmon provide 

real benefit to remote island and coastal communities? Innovation will be essential in order to bring 

salmon farming into “harmony with the marine environment”, while rewards for enterprise would be 

solely to the industry’s benefit, dependent upon their introducing significant innovation. 

 

If I’m reading this passage correctly, its reference to closed 

containment fish production applies only to an SNP intention 

to reduce imports of fish and shellfish, which would, of 

course, not include salmon, a substantial net export. For the 

sake of the marine environment, the urgent necessity – as 

recognised by the Scottish Government’s 2018 Parliamentary Inquiry (and evidence provided by its 

witnesses) – is for closed containment systems to replace the outmoded sea-based net-cage salmon 

farms. Therefore, this paragraph, although superficially encouraging, is irrelevant to the future of 

salmon farming in Scotland and, therefore, offers no reassurance to campaigners seeking change in that 

industry. 

We will support innovation in aquaculture, – Great! That’s what campaigners have been, and still are, 

lobbying for – for example by exploring the development of closed containment fish production on land 

– Yes! That’s what we’ve been suggesting for ten years or more – and explore the potential to produce 

more shellfish in warm water, land based farms to cut the amount of unsustainably produced fish and 

shellfish being imported to Scotland. Oh, not salmon farming then. What a let-down after: “We will 

support innovation in aquaculture, for example by exploring the development of closed containment fish 

production on land”. 

James Merryweather 16-04-2021 

huntsup@theyorkwaits.org.uk 
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