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CHAIRMANS REPORT MAY 2013 – APRIL 2014 
 
I would like to thank Cllrs Brett Edgeworth, John Goodall, Jan Smith and Jean Winter for 
their continued support during the year.  At times it is difficult to balance personal 
circumstances with their Parish Councillor responsibilities but all have managed this 
admirably.  Liz Holey resigned from the Parish council in September 2013 and I would like to 
thank Liz for her contributions over the last five years.  We co-opted Mrs Catherine Lascelles 
in December 2013 and I would like to welcome Catherine to our team and thank her for the 
invaluable contributions she has made so far. 
 
On 7 July 2013 Denis Howey passed away.  Denis had been a Parish Councillor and 
Chairman of this Council for many years.  Our condolences were sent to his widow Joanne 
Howey. 
 
We have received support from County Councillor Gareth Dadd and District Councillor Janet 
Watson by their frequent attendance and information sharing at our monthly meetings.   
 
We shall hear a report from Cllr Brett Edgeworth regarding the activities of the Traffic 
Management sub committee but I would personally like to thank all the members who have 
given their time, expertise and information sourcing skills to this cause.  The sub committee 
members are:  Jim Dickinson, Cllr Brett Edgeworth, Mike Knighton, Margaret Ripley, John 
Sharp, Gill Thomas, Joe Welburn, Roger Whitaker and Cllr Jean Winter.  The Vehicle 
Activated Signs had their first deployment in August 2013.   
 
The Parish Councillors accountabilities during the year have been as follows: 
 
Chairman – Cllr Caroline Artingstoll 
Vice-Chairman – Cllr Brett Edgeworth 
Finance Committee – Cllrs Brett Edgeworth, John Goodall and Liz Holey (until resignation in 
September 2013) 
Employment Committee – Cllrs Jan Smith and Liz Holey (until resignation in September 
2013) and Cllr Catherine Lascelles (from January 2014) 
Traffic Management Sub-Committee – Cllrs Brett Edgeworth and Jean Winter 
Cheque Signatories – Cllrs Caroline Artingstoll, Jan Smith and Jean Winter 
Village Hall Representative – Cllr Caroline Artingstoll 
 
During the year the Parish Council decided to create a dedicated email account for the 
Parish Clerk.    The current email address is clerk.suttonuwparishcouncil@gmail.com   
 
Following complaints received about hostile cold callers we were able to enhance our ability 
to become a No Cold Calling Zone.  The scheme went live in October 2013.  Whilst it was 
met with overall approval an expression of concern regarding those groups that it might 
exclude was expressed to the Parish Council. 
 
We have commented on 10 planning applications during the year and asked Hambleton 
District Council to review a non-compliance to a planning approval.  We also received an 
anonymous letter alleging two planning infringements which we reviewed.  Only one of the 
allegations was founded. 
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During July Cllrs Liz Holey and Jean Winter with Parish Clerk Iris de Wet spent some 
considerable time assisting land owners in clearing Himalayan Balsam from the beck.  We 
also received positive news from Southwoods Hall Estate Manager advising that they would 
destroy the plant on their land during 2014.  Many thanks to all land owners along the beck 
who have also pulled out the plant. 
 
A new forum for liaison between Hambleton District Council and Parishes was created, the 
first meeting took place in November 2013. 
 
After some delays we finally got a contractor to paint the railings on the Battlements.  The 
final result is certainly an improvement. 
 
Our Parish is surrounded by rural roads and when hedges become too high this can create 
safety issues for all concerned.  We did achieve some success from our communications 
exercise with land owners to try and get the hedges in our Parish cut down to an acceptable 
level.   
 
North Yorkshire County Council and Hambleton District Council implemented a ‘Part Night 
Street Lighting Scheme’.  This is a County and District wide scheme and the Parish Council 
did not meet any criteria to allow the identified street lights to remain on.  The street lights on 
the A170 within the village will be remaining on as they meet the criteria. 
 
During the year we have cleaned the grass markers outside of Sutton Hall and various 
village signs.  There is some grass damage in the vicinity of Sutton Hall due to parking.  The 
Parish Council would prefer the parking to be discontinued on this land and is trying to 
resolve the matter in an amicable way. 
 
We held our annual event of Christmas carols and songs around the Parish Christmas Tree.  
The event was well attended and enjoyed by everyone.  It was very annoying to find that the 
Christmas lights around the Crab Mill had been vandalised by someone cutting through the 
cable.  Many thanks to Mike Smith for his immediate repair and the incident was reported to 
North Yorkshire Police. 
 
The Accounts for the financial year ending 31 March 2013 have been internally and 
externally audited and approved.  The precept has been maintained at £3110.00 for the last 
3 years. 
 
As always our minutes and documents are available on the Hambleton District Council web 
site. 
 
All that the Parish Council has done during the year cannot be achieved without the 
guidance and control that Mrs Iris de Wet the Parish Clerk brings to us.  It is not only the 
documentary side of the Parish Council that Iris does so well but also the many small things 
that just happen.  My report therefore closes with a big THANK YOU to Iris from myself and 
all the Parish Councillors. 
 
 
 
Caroline Artingstoll 
Chairman 
Sutton under Whitestonecliffe Parish Council 
19 May 2014 
           
      
 



 


