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                        Enjoy the read and we wish you a very  
                            Happy Christmas and Seasonal Greetings 
                                From the Parish Council and Clerk 
 
Christmas Songs 

Please come and join the Parish Council around the Christmas tree for the annual 

Christmas songs and carols.  This year the date for your diary is Sunday 21 December 

at 1700hrs.  We continue to have the Royal British Legion Band to keep us all in step 

with the carols and songs.  As long as the singing is hearty and merry, Father Christmas 

has kindly agreed to send one of his many look-a-likes and his sack is always full of 

tasty treats for us all to indulge in.  There will also be complimentary soup, mulled wine, 

orange squash and chipolatas on sticks for you to enjoy.  Song sheets are provided and 

the good news is that they are laminated, so even if it snows we can continue.  If the 

weather is really inclement, the venue will be the Village Hall.  Just a reminder, the 

Royal British Legion is a charity and there will be an opportunity to make a donation to 

them.  Please do not forget your torch to read the song sheets. 



                                    

                       
 

 

 

Christmas Tree Donation 

We would like to thank Mr Harry Woodhead MBE for his continued support in donating 

a Christmas tree to the Parish each year.   

 

Can you help collect and put up the village Christmas Tree? 

We always need volunteers to help collect and put up the Christmas tree.  It only takes 

about 60 minutes on a Saturday morning in early December.  Please let the Parish Clerk 

know if you can help next year. 

 

Parish Precept – The Parish Council has prepared a precept budget for the next 

financial year 2015/2016.  The budget showed an increase mainly to cover cost of living 

rises.  The Parish Council has agreed to utilise existing funds and hold the precept at 

the current level of £3110 for the 2015/2016 financial year. 

 

Just moved to the Parish? – The village information leaflet has been updated and is 

available on the web page or alternatively contact the Parish Clerk for a copy.  It has 

useful information such as contact details for a milkman and a newsagent who will 

deliver to your home.   

 

Flowers – Did you notice the flowers planted by the village name signs?  A colourful 

display of yellow and red to celebrate the Grand Depart of the Tour de France and the 

commemoration of the First World War. 

 
 
 

 



Felixkirk with Sutton Women’s Institute – It is with sadness that we report the 

closure of the Felixkirk with Sutton Women’s Institute which met for eight months of 

the year in Sutton Village Hall.  Founded by the Vicar’s wife 92 years ago, the first 

ever meeting was held in the vicarage at Felixkirk.  The members have donated the WI 

cutlery and catering teapot to the Village Hall.  At its peak, membership exceeded 50 

and regular hugely popular variety shows and drama productions were produced for the 

enjoyment of the local populace.  A mini bus used to collect members from Thirsk and 

the four villages to bring them to meetings.  WI members have, until very recently, 

provided a Christmas Party for older residents and we send the former members our 

gratitude for their generosity and hard work. 

  

Parish Council Chairman’s Report May 2014 – The report is available on our web page, 

or if you would like a copy please contact the Parish Clerk 

 

Parish Council Elections – In May 2015 all the Parish Councillors will have to stand for 

re-election.  It will be a busy time of year for voting as it coincides with the General 

and District elections.   

 

Parish Councillor Vacancy - Would you like to be a Parish Councillor?  We hope the 

leaflet delivered with this newsletter may raise your interest.   

 

Village Oil Club – An oil club operates in the village, which is part of a larger group of 

villages and offers discounted household oil deliveries.  The club is free service.  To 

join contact Cllr Brett Edgeworth on swc_oil@ yahoo.co.uk or telephone 07867382106. 

 

Parish Council Web Page – Useful information provided by the Parish Council can be 

found on our dedicated web page on the Hambleton District Council web site.  The web 

page address is 

http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/index.php/parishs/sutton-under-whitestonecliffe 
 
If you do not have access to the internet please contact the Parish Clerk for copies of 

Parish Council meeting minutes and documents.  The Parish notice board located near 

the telephone box also displays articles of information and the latest set of minutes. 

 

Vandalism – Unfortunately we have had the odd spate of vandalism during the year.  A 

waste bin was tipped over and the brand new Christmas tree lights had the cable cut.  

It was much appreciated by the Parish Council that people rallied around to repair the 

lights and upright the waste bin.           

 

North Yorkshire Police Community Messaging – The Parish Council forwards 

information/alert emails from the North Yorkshire Police.  Should you wish to receive 

these emails, please contact the Parish Clerk. 

 

 

http://yahoo.co.uk/
http://www.hambleton.gov.uk/index.php/parishs/sutton-under-whitestonecliffe


Roadside/Footpath foliage – Many thanks to everyone who gave their hedges a good 

prune whilst the A170 was closed for Sutton Bank repairs in September.  Please do not 

forget that we have narrow footpaths and encroaching garden plants and hedges makes 

it difficult for pedestrians.    

 
Mini Recycling Centre – Located for your convenience at the back of the 

Whitestonecliffe Inn 

 

Dog Fouling - Please pick up your dog’s deposits and put them in the bins provided.  It 

all makes for a pleasanter walk for everyone 

  

New Hambleton District Ward Boundaries – In May 2015 the number of Hambleton 

District Councillors will be reduced to 28.  In conjunction with this change the District 

Ward map has been redrawn and Sutton under Whitestonecliffe will become part of 

the Bagby and Thornton’s Ward.  These changes do not impact on the Parish Council 

boundaries or responsibilities. 

 

Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – Prior to the deployment of the VAS, North Yorkshire 

County Council carried out speed checks using black tubes that fed into a recording box 

at the side of the road.  During the deployment of the VAS, NYCC repeated the speed 

checks using the same method and this demonstrated that the VAS slowed traffic 

down through the village.  After each VAS deployment the Parish Council received the 

speed data results from NYCC.  We have analysed the data and it has shown that 

during the three VAS deployments a total of 258,187 vehicles travelled through the 

village at speeds of 30mph or higher, 95,931 at speeds of 35mph or higher (1 every 2 

minutes) and 18,909 at speeds of 40mph or higher (1 every 10 minutes).  The number of 

vehicles that kept under the speed limit of 30mph was 51,094.   

 

The Parish Council has expressed an interested in having further deployments of the 

VAS and we await a response from NYCC. 

 

Traffic Management Group – The group has continued to work on your behalf and have 

decided to create a submission to formally approach the Transport Authorities in a bid 

to reduce the frequent dangerous traffic incidents that impact heavily on our lives and 

property.  As part of the submission we have been collating information to support our 

case.  One such set of information is the recording of incidents that are local to us.  

Currently around 17 people have informed us of various incidents, some of the 17 people 

are frequent contributors.  Over the last 18 months we have recorded 86 incidents.  

Some information you may find of interest is; on 56 occasions problems were 

encountered on Sutton Bank (mainly HGV issues) which in some cases caused problems 

for us due to road blockages and re-routing of vehicles.  We had 20 accidents (9 of 

which were on Sutton Bank), villagers had to be re-directed around side roads to get 

into the village.  Despite being prohibited numerous caravans have travelled via Sutton 

Bank.  In some instances caravans have been seen in the village and surrounding area 

trying to reverse and drive back to Thirsk.  However, we need more data, if 17 people 



can provide this amount of data, what can 250 plus parishioners achieve?  No matter 

how small the incident, we want to hear about it.  Information should be sent to John 

Sharp by email to j.l.sharp@btinternet.com or telephone 01845 597715 

 

Our submission document is in the process of being finalised and in the near future we 

would like to share it with you and seek your support.  To enable this to happen we will 

hold a parish meeting on a weekend which will allow you to come along, review the 

submission and show your support by signing it.   

 

The group is Chaired by Cllr Brett Edgeworth.  If you would like to become involved or 

have any suggestions please contact Brett either by telephone (weekends only) or by 

email swc_oil@ yahoo.co.uk 

 
Parish Council Contacts 

Councillor Caroline Artingstoll (Chairman)    01845 597347 

Councillor Brett Edgeworth 01845 597877 

Councillor John Goodall             01845 597335 

Councillor Catherine Lascelles                      07825 612982              

Councillor Jan Smith                                  01845 597397 

Councillor Jean Winter 01845 597345 

              

Clerk 

Iris de Wet, 3 Holly Close, Sowerby, Thirsk, YO7 1SH                                      Tel: 

01845 522401   

Email:  clerk.suttonuwparishcouncil@gmail.com 

 

Parish Council Meeting Dates 2015 

12 January, 9 February, 9 March, 13 April, 18 May (Annual Parish Meeting), 8 June, 13 

July, 14 September, 12 October, 9 November and 14 December.  There is no meeting 

held in August 

 

Parish Council Meeting Venue 

Meetings are held at 7.15pm in the Village Hall.  Members of the Public are welcome to 

attend and there is always an opportunity for you to speak before the start of 

meetings and raise items of concern for future consideration.    
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