
SUTTON UNDER WHITESTONECLIFFE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT GROUP (TMG) 
 
Following the successful public meeting on 11 March 2013 with the North Yorkshire Police 
and Crime Commissioner and North Yorkshire County Council.  The Parish Council (PC) 
wanted to harness the energy and enthusiasm demonstrated at this meeting to improve 
traffic management in the Parish.  The following seven Parishioners, Margaret Ripley, Gill 
Thomas, John Sharp, Joe Welburn, Mike Knighton, Jim Dickinson and Roger Whittaker 
volunteered to make up the group, supported by Cllr. Brett Edgeworth and Cllr. Jean Winter.  
This group became the TMG.   
 

What’s Has been Achieved So Far? 

 
1) The Traffic Route Survey by Highways has been reviewed by the Parish Council and the 
Sutton Traffic Group.  The basis of the Route Survey was to review current signage and 
speed limits and offer any changes to help improve traffic management.  Unfortunately, from 
the review no significant changes will be made. 
 
2) The VAS Speed signs have been deployed in: 
 
6 August - 16 September 2013 (6 weeks) 
3 December - 20 January 2014 (7 weeks) 
8 April - 19 May 2014 (6 weeks).  
 
During each deployment the VAS signs recorded vehicle speeds and the number of vehicles 
that have passed the VAS sign.  This information has been received by the Parish Council 
and the TMG.  More data is required to give a true picture of the speeding through the 
village, but it is felt the signs have had a positive effect on the majority of drivers when they 
were deployed 
 
3) We have requested villagers to feed back any ideas that may be applied to our village 
such as looking for examples of traffic improvements elsewhere in UK and the world.  To 
date beyond the TMG no one has contacted myself with any ideas. 
 
4) TMG have gathered information of traffic incidents in the village and on the approach 
roads including Sutton Bank.   A Incident log is maintained and significant number of serious 
accidents and potential incidents have been logged, including lorries reversing on Sutton 
Bank, 7 cars involved in a crash on Sutton Bank and a fatal accident on the Bagby turn-off. 
 

What’s Next? 

 
5)  TMG have resolved to apply for a Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for Sutton Bank.  

Currently there is one in place, since 1984, Prohibiting Caravan’s.  The TMG will apply for 

another to ban 6-Axle HGV’s.  The evidence to support this application is currently being 

gathered. 
 

6) The TMG have also resolved to join the ’20 is Plenty’ Campaign.  A speed reduction 

campaign to reduce speeds through towns and villages from 30 MPH to 20 MPH.  The 
speed reduction would benefit residents with: Reduced noise and Vibration; increased safety 
for pedestrians on the narrow paths that service SUW; and to improve the experience of 
other road users such as Cyclist and Horse Riders when travelling through the Village. 
 
Cllr Brett Edgeworth 
Vice-Chairman of Sutton Parish Council 


