
SUTTON-UNDER-WHITESTONECLIFFE VILLAGE HALL,  

CHARITY NO.1068375 
 
Chairman’s report for 2013 to the AGM, Wednesday, March 19th 2014 at 6.15 

for 7.00pm 
  
This report will, for the first time, be more obviously in line with recent recommendations by the 
Charity Commission,  i.e. it will say similar things but in a different way, bearing in mind, in 
particular, the importance that the Commission attaches to evidence of ‘Public Benefit’.  
 
 Aims & Objectives 
  
The hall exists to provide for the social, educational, spiritual and recreational needs of the 
community of the Parish of Sutton-under-Whitestonecliffe. This means that it is not only a venue for 
members of the community to use for their own purposes; the committee needs also from time to 
time to provide the opportunities for the community to take part in such activities which must be 
available to all. This means maintaining the building as well as organising events. 
 
Activities 
 
The hall continues to be used for private events, ranging from children’s parties to adult celebrations 
of various kinds. It has also been hired for:- 
 
 a) meetings, notably Parish Council, WI, North Yorkshire County Council, Sutton Hall Timeshare, the  
     Diocese/PCC , Girl Guides, Conservative Christian Fellowship (northern branch); some of these are  
     regular meetings, some occasional or annual. 
 
 b) Polling Station, hired by Hambleton District Council for all elections. 
 
 c) Educational purposes-private classes for T’ai Chi & Pilates, NYCC training days (all external                  
                                                                                                                                                     bookings) 
 
 d) Health & Social purposes—Alzheimer’s Society day care x 2/week. 
                                               
  Organised by the committee for the benefit of the community are:- 
 
 a) Computer Classes-weekly in Autumn & Spring terms 
 b) Coffee Mornings-twice monthly  
 c) Prayer Breakfasts-monthly 
 d) Plays by visiting theatre companies—two in 2013 
 e) Summer Barbecue 
 f)  Social evening with Band 
 g) Charity Quiz Night(s) 
 h) Annual village lunch—usually at Christmas 
 i)  Christmas Fair 
  
    
Organised by Rod Jenkinson with help from the committee are his history tours and supper.  
 
 



Achievements and Performance 
 
Some of the above are fund-raisers as well as social events. The public benefit is self-evident for 
most of the events and it is mostly clear how they fit with the aims and objectives of the charity. 
The Alzheimer’s Group is now well-established and much-appreciated by users and carers alike. The 
committee has rented the Old School to the group at a very competitive rate, but this still provides 
the hall with a good (and so far guaranteed) income while also fulfilling a social need. A telephone 
line has been installed for the group’s exclusive use, paid for by the Society. 
The Prayer Breakfasts and Coffee mornings maintained their form in2013 and the Pilates Class 
continued to flourish. However, there were a few disappointments; unfortunately the Youth Club 
and the T’ai Chi class ceased during the year owing to falling numbers although the T’ai Chi Training 
and Grading days still continue. The Computer Class numbers have also fallen, possibly owing to a 
combination of the recession and subsidised/free classes elsewhere; the committee will have to 
decide whether or not to offer them again in Autumn 2014. 
 
Talks with Northern Power Grid about the lease for the substation are still ongoing; the company has 
moved some of the goalposts so now some re-negotiation is necessary. Mike Smith, who has been 
dealing with this for 2-3 years now, is to be highly commended for patience beyond the call of duty; 
fortunately the company is paying the legal costs! 
 
There has been better news on two fronts.  Thanks to the endeavours of Derek Sparks and Barbara 
Sharp the hall is now on the accredited list of registered venues for hire by North Yorkshire County 
Council, a new system which commences in April 2014. We do not know how this will affect our 
bookings from NYCC, if at all, (in 2013 we had ten bookings which had a positive effect on our 
finances) but as we now have to be on the list to get any at all, we are in as good a position as we 
can be. 
The second piece of good news is that towards the end of the year we were awarded a grant from 
‘Awards for All’ for a sound reduction system in the main hall and also to develop a hall web-site.  
Both were desperately needed and we look forward to seeing the difference they make. The 
Christmas Lunch for 2013 was postponed until the spring of 2014 to celebrate the improved 
acoustics with an event which will test them to the full. 
 
The hiring costs of the Hall, including the Old School, were reviewed last year and made less 
complicated. The local rate was discontinued, except for a few long-standing local groups, and 
discounts deemed to be given only at the discretion of the Booking Secretary and/or the Chairman.  
The windows of the new hall were finally repaired in 2013 and the final payment made to the 
builders, and the ridge tiles on the Old School were renewed. A leak from the water tank that feeds 
the water heater in the Old School kitchen caused some minor damage in the main room, but most 
of this was quickly rectified, thanks to the prompt action of some committee members.  
It is remarkable that the fifth repayment of the loan on the Old School was made in September; this 
means that half of the £50,000 has been repaid on time and in accordance with the terms of the 
loan, and the committee in general and treasurer Derek Sparks in particular are to be congratulated 
on the sound financial management that makes this possible, especially for a small organisation. 
I want to thank all members of the committee for their support and commitment. Derek, Mike and 
Barbara as above and also for all the other work they do, John Sharp for his management of Health 
& Safety and for chairing the subcommittee that organised a highly successful Christmas Fair, our 
secretary Dawn Brooks for all her administrative assistance, and all the other members for help and 
support in so many ways. I feel I must finally mention John Richardson who spent most of the year 
working  to obtain an off-site notice board for the Hall. In the end, despite his hard work and 
through nobody’s fault, it did not materialise, but I don’t think anyone could have tried harder and I 
do thank him unreservedly for his efforts. 



I am very sad that John Goodall has resigned after many years of service. His support and help to the 
committee and to me personally, through some very tough times in the last decade, was invaluable 
and truly appreciated. With characteristic reticence he did not want to receive his special gift in 
person at this meeting, so I will take it to him at home in the next few days. 
  
Finally I thank the people who are not on the committee who support us in other ways; I think of 
Meum who, despite her recent serious illness, is intending to return to do the Coffee Mornings 
again; of Rod Jenkinson who raises money from his history talks and the wonderful tours in the 
summer months; of Denise Sparks who came to my rescue at a Prayer Breakfast in January when I 
thought we really were feeding the five thousand; of Blanche Carney whose artistic and graphic skills 
are always generously available to us; of all the people on the Baking Rota who produce the most 
wonderful cakes twice a month, and finally of my husband Jim who is still raising some money for 
the hall through his talks and manages to live with the feeling that the hall is planted firmly in his 
sitting room.  
Thanks to everyone who continues, in whatever way, to support the hall and its work in the 
community. 
 
                                                                                                                         
 
                                                                                                                       Gill Wight 

                                                                                  Chairman 
                                                                                                                         19.03.2014 
 
Hall Committee as at 18.03.2014 
 
Dr. Gillian Wight--Chairman 
Mrs. Dawn brooks—Secretary 
Mr Derek Sparks-----Treasurer 
Mrs. Caroline Artingstoll—Parish council rep. 
Mr. Richard Hadley 
Mrs. Joanne Howey—WI rep. 
Mrs. Janette Jenkinson 
Mr. John Richardson 
Mr. John Sharp 
Mrs. Barbara Sharp 
Mr. Michael Smith 
Mrs. Gill Thomas 
 


