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I would like to thank the Traffic Management Group for their hard work during the year.  
Their drive and commitment has culminated in the production of a document to request the 
Department of Transport to carry out a review into the creation of a Traffic Regulation Order 
to restrict HGV access above 7.5 tonnes on Sutton Bank (except for local traffic).  The 
Parish Council has received several donations to assist with the costs of producing this 
report and these have greatly contributed in keeping the Parish Council costs down.  The 
ongoing support from the Village Hall committee for use of a meeting room is also greatly 
appreciated.  The detail of their work is covered in the TMG Report from Cllr Brett 
Edgeworth. 
   
Getting into the spirit of ‘Le Grand Depart for Le Tour de France’, yellow and red flowers 
were planted at the three village name signs.  My thanks go to Cllr Jean Winter and the 
Parish Clerk Iris de Wet for growing, planting and watering the plants.  The latter taking a lot 
of effort during the warm summer. 
 
The anticipated closure of the Felixkirk with Sutton Women’s Institute was reported in my 
report of May 2014, the last meeting was held on 12 November 2014.   
               
Our Christmas songs and carols around the Christmas tree took place on December 21, an 
enjoyable event despite the rain shower.  It was pleasing to see some new faces from 
around the village and many thanks to all the volunteers who helped put the event together.  
As usual the Christmas tree was donated by Messrs Harry and Ian Woodhead.  Mr Harry 
Woodhead died shortly after Christmas and the Parish Council sent condolences to his 
family. 
  
As always we have actively engaged with planning applications, problems with signage on 
the roads, concern over public right of ways, repairs to manholes and road side water 
gullies.  The changes to signage agreed with Highways at the Battlements have not been 
carried out, this is disappointing as it would help matters significantly with vehicles trying to 
share the same narrow road. 
                       
During the year we undertook a review of the Clerk’s responsibilities and salary.  Cllrs 
Artingstoll, Lascelles and Smith carried out the review which was based on information 
obtained from the Yorkshire Association of Local Councils.  The outcome was a salary 
increase which represents the current job description and responsibilities. 
       
The Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) have demonstrated an average reduction in speed of 
8%.  Following a door to door survey by myself in January, feedback from parishioners was 
very positive towards retaining the VAS in spite of having to pay a small increase in the 
precept.  50 properties took part in the survey, 41 (82%) supported a precept increase, 8 
(16%) would not and 1 property (2%) supported the VAS but not an increase in the precept.  
It was agreed that the Parish Council would continue to hire the VAS for the next four years 
at a cost of £750 per year.  It was felt that the rent for the present year could be covered by 
existing funds but thereafter there would need to be an increase of approx. £5.38 per annum 
for a Band D property.  Every effort will be made to keep other costs down to mitigate any 
increase.    
 
We have kept the precept for 2015/2016 the same as last year at £3110.  We shall utilise 
some reserves and have cancelled the grit bin refilling contract (£270) with NYCC.  We have 
given a small donation to the Friends of Moorbus which is looking to increase its bus 
services.  The new service will be stopping in the village on its way to/from the North 



Yorkshire Moors National Park.  Internal financial audits have been carried out by Cllrs 
Edgeworth and Goodall which concluded compliance with our accounting procedures.  
 
It was with sadness that Nick Kaye passed away in February 2015.  Nick was a former 
Parish Council Chairman between 1991-1996, Parish Councillor, Village Hall Chairman and 
Chairman of BFST Gala.  The Parish Council sent condolences to his family.  
    
From 7 May 2015, Sutton under Whitestonecliffe Parish will become part of the larger  
Hambleton District Council Bagby and Thorntons Ward.  There will be no change to the 
Parish boundaries and the number of Parish Councillors will remain at seven.            
I would like to express my thanks to Cllr Gareth Dadd and PCSO Lucy Walker for attending 
our meetings and keeping us informed of local issues from North Yorkshire County Council 
and North Yorkshire Police.  Due to the Hambleton District Council boundary changes, Cllr 
Janet Watson will no longer represent our Parish from 7 May 2015.  On behalf of the Parish 
Council I would like to thank Cllr Janet Watson for joining us at our meetings and wish her all 
the best in the forthcoming elections.    
 
In January 2015, Catherine Lascelles resigned as Councillor.  I would like to thank Catherine 
for her contribution and time with us.  Also in January 2015, John Goodall retired as 
Councillor after 30 years service.  My sincere thanks to John for his contribution and 
leadership as Vice Chairman and Chairman.   
 
The two Parish Councillor vacancies for co-option were advertised in early 2015.  Mrs 
Barbara and Mr John Sharp expressed a wish to join the Parish Council and were co-opted 
in March 2015. 
 
This year all the Parish Councillors will need to stand for re-election.  Cllrs Jan Smith and 
Jean Winter have decided not to stand for re-election.  I would like to thank them for their 
respective 9 and 6 years contribution to the Council.   
 
A new Parish Council will be in place from 7 May 2015 and I wish everyone who has sort 
nomination all the best. 
 
 
   
Caroline Artingstoll 
Chairman 
12 April 2015          


